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The Theme: 
The God of the Burning Bush
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The Text: 
God called unto him out of the midst of the bush…


Exo. 3:14
The Thots
A. God Called out of the Burning Bush.

1. The Burning Bush Attracted the Curiosity of Moses.


Exo. 3:2, 3
a. Behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed.
b. Moses said, I will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt.
2. Out of the Burning Bush, God “Appeared” and Called out to Moses:


Exo. 3:4
God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. 
a. He was Attentive to what God had to Communicate: And he said, Here am I.
b. God revealed His Authority and Commissioned Moses:

i. He was the Holy God – put off thy shoes from off thy feet, 

for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground.
Exo. 3:5
ii. He was the High and Mighty God of Abraham…

Exo. 3:6

I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob
iii. He had Heard the cries of His people and would deliver them.

Exo. 3:8, 9

And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up 
out of that land unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey; 
Now therefore, behold, the cry of the children of Israel is come unto me…
iv. God Handpicked Moses to deliverer His people.

Exo. 3:10
I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth My people the children of Israel out of Egypt
3. At the Burning Bush Moses Answered God’s Call.

a. Moses was Conscious of his Inadequacy and Admitted it.

Exo. 3:11
And Moses said unto God, Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, 
and that I should bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt?
b. But God Comforted Moses and Insisted that He would Assist him.


Exo. 3:12
Certainly I will be with thee; and this shall be a token unto thee, that I have sent thee.

c. Thus, God Communicated to Moses His Identity and Authority.


Exo. 3:14

And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: 
and He said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you.

4. The God of the Burning Bush – His Attributes and Character –

a. Blessings come from Him that dwells in the Bush.

Deut. 33:13-16

And of Joseph he said, Blessed of the LORD be his land, for the precious things of heaven, for the dew, and for the deep that coucheth beneath, And for the precious fruits brought forth by the sun, and for the precious things put forth by the moon, And for the chief things of the ancient mountains, and for the precious things of the lasting hills, And for the precious things of the earth and fulness thereof, and for the good will of him that dwelt in the bush: let the blessing come upon the head of Joseph, and upon the top of the head of him that was separated from his brethren.
b. Blessed be the God of the Bush Who is the God of the Dead and Living.

Mk. 12:26-27; Lk. 20:37  
And as touching the dead, that they rise: have ye not read in the book of Moses, how in the bush God spake unto him, saying, I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob?
He is not the God of the dead, but the God of the living: ye therefore do greatly err.
c. Stephen in his defence Blatantly Bore witness to the reality of the God of the Bush 
Acts 7:31-32ff
When Moses saw it, he wondered at the sight: and as he drew near to behold it, the voice of the Lord came unto him, Saying, I am the God of thy fathers, the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. Then Moses trembled, and durst not behold.
B. God Called out of the Cloud.

Mt. 17:5
While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, 

which said, This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye Him.
1. The Glorious Appearance of Jesus – 

Mt. 17:2

And was transfigured before them: and His face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light.
2. God’s Authentication of Jesus – This is My Beloved Son.
3. The Great Authority of Jesus – Hear ye Him.
Let us Hear Him regarding what He authorised Paul to say on the night of His betrayal:  1 Cor. 11:23-25 

For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus the same night in which He was betrayed took bread: And when He had given thanks, He brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me. After the same manner also He took the cup, when He had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.
Though in affliction’s furnace tried, Unhurt on snares and death I’ll tread;

Though sin assail, and hell, thrown wide, Pour all its flames upon my head,




Like Moses’ bush, I’ll mount the higher, And flourish unconsumed in fire.
Charles Wesley
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK

R597
1. What was the Burning Bush that Moses saw and which attracted his attention?
1 Now Moses was tending the flock…and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 And the Angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire from the midst of a bush. So he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, but the bush was not consumed.
Exo. 3:1-2 (NKJV)
Much speculation has been made as to what that burning bush was and where Horeb, the mountain of God, where the bush was located was. Claims have been made by certain quarters that the original burning bush still exists today.  Note the two comments below:
a) 
From The International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia.
BUSH, THE BURNING

1. Meaning and Use:

The scene at the burning bush (‏סְנֶה‎, ṣeneh, "a bush," Septuagint Bátos, "blackberry bush") reveals God to the world in one of theophanies with fire…The Burning Bush is mentioned elsewhere in Deut. 33:16; Mark 12:26; Luke 20:37; Acts 7:30-31.

2. Identification:

Exact identification of the particular kind of bush in which God appeared to Moses is impossible. Attempts have been made to identify it with the blackberry bush, as by the Septuagint and also by the monks of the Convent of Catharine on Mount Sinai who grow the blackberry there in token of their tradition. The cassia has also been suggested. Both identifications are failures, the former because the blackberry does not grow in that region unless imported and tended, the latter for philological reasons. Nothing in the language used gives any clue to the species of the bush. The generally accepted view that it was some kind of thorn bush is an assumption with scarcely other ground than that there are so many thorny bushes in that region. This fact does, however, give to the assumption much probability

b)  From https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Burning_bush
Christian hermits originally gathered at Mount Serbal, believing it to be the biblical Mount Sinai. However, in the 4th century, under the Byzantine Empire, the monastery built there was abandoned in favour of the newer belief that Mount Saint Catherine was the Biblical Mount Sinai; a new monastery - Saint Catherine's Monastery was built at its foot, and the alleged site of the biblical burning bush was identified. The bush growing at the spot (a bramble, scientific name Rubus sanctus[27]), was later transplanted several yards away to a courtyard of the monastery, and its original spot was covered by a chapel dedicated to the Annunciation, with a silver star marking where the roots of the bush had come out of the ground. The Monks at Saint Catherine's Monastery, following church tradition, believe that this bush is, in fact, the original bush seen by Moses, rather than a later replacement[citation needed], and anyone entering the chapel is required to remove their shoes, just as Moses was said to have done so in the biblical account.

However, in modern times, it is not Mount Saint Catherine, but the adjacent Jebel Musa (Mount Moses), which is currently identified as Mount Sinai by popular tradition and guide books; this identification arose from Bedouin tradition…Hence, the majority of academics and theologians agree that if the burning bush ever existed, then it is highly unlikely to be the bush preserved at St Catherine's Monastery.

Can visitors to Jerusalem believe what they see with their eyes and what they hear from the tour guides when they “pay a pilgrimage” to Jerusalem?
REFLECT
2. Today even Christian groups use some of the objects mentioned in scripture as symbols of their groups or movements, For instance:

The burning bush has been a popular symbol among Reformed churches since it was first adopted by the Huguenots (French Calvinists) in 1583 during its 12th National Synod…The current symbol of the Reformed Church of France is a burning bush with the Huguenot cross.

The motto of the Church of Scotland is Nec tamen consumebatur - Latin for Yet it was not consumed, an allusion to the biblical description of the burning bush, and a stylised depiction of the burning bush is used as the Church's symbol. Usage dates from the 1690s.

The Burning Bush is also used as the basis of the symbol of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, which uses the Latin motto Ardens sed virens, meaning Burning but flourishing, and is based on the biblical description of the burning bush…
[Source: b) above]
Apart from the symbols of the Loaf and the Cup, what other symbols are warranted by scripture to be symbolic of the Christian’s cause? What about the cross – is it meant to be a symbol to be displayed, worn, or decorated in buildings, on the person, etc.?
REFLECT.
Points To Ponder: King Hezekiah…brake in pieces the brasen serpent that Moses had made: 
for unto those days the children of Israel did burn incense to it. (II Kgs. 18:4)  
Also, why is the Ark of the Covenant remain lost till today? (Cf. Rev. 11:19)
