R. 596 Rumination for July 10, 2016 
KC Ung
The Theme: 
The East Gate

The Text:
So He drove out the man; and He placed at the East of the garden of Eden Cherubims. Gen. 3:24
The Thots: 

Intro. The East is where the Sun rises. The East in Scripture is very Significant. 
A. The Exit of the Sinner was by way of the East.
Gen. 3:24 
So He drove out the man; and He placed at the East of the garden of Eden Cherubims, 
and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life.
1. Man Disobeyed God in the Garden of Eden.
Gen. 3:17

He said, Because thou…hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat…
2. Death was the Consequence.

a. Physical Death was the immediate Punishment.

In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; 

for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.
b. Spiritual Death was the Penalty of the Sin – For the wages of sin is death…
Rom. 6:23
3. Thus, Man was Driven out from the Garden by way of the East Gate.
See #A above.
B. The Entry of the Sinner to the tabernacle was from the East
Exo. 27:13-16

1. The Tabernacle was God’s Dwelling Place. 
Exo. 25:8
And let them make Me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them.
Exo. 25:8
2. It had only one Entrance and it faced East.
Exo. 27:13, 16

And the breadth of the court on the east side eastward shall be fifty cubits. 

And for the gate of the court shall be an hanging of twenty cubits…

3. Thus, Man could only return to God from the East to which he was driven out.
Cp. #A. 3
C. The Expunging of Sin Eastwards.
Lev. 16:14
And he shall take of the blood of the bullock, and sprinkle it with his finger upon the mercy seat eastward; and before the mercy seat shall he sprinkle of the blood with his finger seven times.
1. On the Day of Atonement, the High Priest Sprinkled Blood On the Mercy Seat ONCE Eastwards.
This was to Satisfy God above – 
blood from a Spotless Sacrifice had been Shed;



God could now Pardon the Sinner Sent out through the East. Heb. 9:22

And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission. 
2. But the High Priest Sprinkled the Same Blood SEVEN times Before the Mercy Seat –
To ever assure the forgiven Sinner again and again if it needs be, that indeed his sins had been forgiven. 

‘Cos as far as the east is from the west, so far hath He removed our transgressions from us
Psa. 103:12
D. The Eschatology of the Glory of the Lord vis-a-vis the East Gate in Ezekiel.
1. The Existence of the Glory of the Lord in Ezekiel’s Vision.
Ezekiel
a. As the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud…this was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. And when I saw it, I fell upon my face, and I heard a voice of one that spake. 1:28
b. Then I arose, and went forth into the plain: and, behold, the glory of the LORD stood there, as the glory which I saw by the river of Chebar: and I fell on my face. 

3:23
2. The Exit of the Glory of the Lord from the Temple was by way of the East.


a. The glory of the LORD went up from the cherub, and stood over the threshold of the house; and the house was filled with the cloud, and the court was full of the brightness of the LORD'S glory.10:4
b. Then the glory of the LORD departed from off the threshold of the house…

10:18
c. And the glory of the LORD went up from the midst of the city, and stood upon the mountain 
which is on the east side of the city.

11:23
3. At the End, the Glory of the LORD Entered into the Temple again by way of the East. 

a. Afterward he brought me to the gate, even the gate that looketh toward the east: 
 And, behold, the glory of the God of Israel came from the way of the east: 

43:1, 2
b. The glory of the LORD came into the house by the way of the gate…toward the east.
43:4
 So the spirit took me up, and brought me into the inner court; 
and, behold, the glory of the LORD filled the house.

43:5
4. The East Gate will be Shut until the Prince comes from the East to open it!

44:1-3


Then he brought me back the way of the gate of the outward sanctuary which looketh toward the east; and it was shut. Then said the LORD unto me; This gate shall be shut, it shall not be opened, and no man shall enter in by it; because the LORD, the God of Israel, hath entered in by it, therefore it shall be shut. It is for the prince; the prince, he shall sit in it to eat bread before the LORD; he shall enter by the way of the porch of that gate, and shall go out by the way of the same.

5. Cf. The Entrance of the Saviour at His Second Coming by way of the East.

a. He comes as the Sun of Righteousness which Rises in the East.

Mal. 4:2
b. He comes to the Mount of Olives to the East of Jerusalem.

Zech. 14:4
And His feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east… 
Is this Messiah the Prince (Dan. 9:25) coming from the east to open the East Gate? See also Reflections
In the meanwhile let us sit in it to eat bread before the LORD remembering Him Who is to come.
From the rising of the sun To the going down of the same



The Lord's name Is to be praised. 
Paul S. Deming
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 596
1. There is a very interesting article on Jerusalem’s Eastern Gate. One can check it up at:  http://beforeitsnews.com/prophecy/2013/06/jerusalems-eastern-gate-has-been-closed-messiah-to-come-and-open-it-2450730.html
It is believed that the Eastern Gate or commonly known as the Golden Gate, the only gate of the eight gates on the wall of Jerusalem which remains shut, will only be opened when Messiah the Prince comes to the Mount of Olives on the east of Jerusalem and descends to the valley of Kidron to open this gate.  (Eze. 44:1-3; Zech. 14:1-4 cf. Dan. 9:24, 25)

This Eastern Gate is closed today and has been for over a thousand years despite several attempts to reopen it.

It is also believed that Jesus in fulfilling the 69th week of Daniel’s 70-week Prophecy came through this gate when He entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday (Mt. 21:1-5)
According to this article, the history of the Eastern Gate is as follows:

THE EASTERN GATE CLOSED UP.

The walls and gates of Jerusalem have been torn down and rebuilt several times. When they were rebuilt, they were rebuilt on the same spots. The Eastern Gate is the oldest of all the gates to the city and was the only one not rebuilt by Suleiman the Magnificent in AD 1539-42. Monolithic stones in the wall just above ground have been identified as 6th Century BC masonry from the time of Nehemiah, (Biblical Archeological Review [BAR], Mar/Apr 1992, p40).

ATTEMPTS TO OPEN

In the Six Day War, some members of the Jewish military suggested catching the Jordanian defenders of the city off guard by blowing open the sealed Eastern Gate. But the leader of the group, an Orthodox Jew, had vehemently protested the idea, stating that “the Eastern Gate can be opened only when the Messiah comes.”

In 1917 Muslim leaders in control of Jerusalem tried and failed to break the prophecy and open the gate. On the exact day the workmen were preparing to demolish the ancient stone, the hand of God intervened and the city of Jerusalem passed out of Muslim control into the hands of the British.

WHY IT WAS CLOSED UP.

  Jewish rabbis describe the Messiah as a great military leader who would be sent by God from the east. He would enter the Eastern Gate and liberate the city from foreign control.

To prevent this, the Muslims sealed the gate and put a Muslim cemetery in front of it believing that a holy man would not defile himself by walking through a Muslim cemetery. Little did they know, they were fulfilling prophecy by doing this.

According to the same article, it suggests that …

WHEN JESUS RETURNS HE WILL GO THROUGH THIS GATE AGAIN.

The following Bible texts refer: Acts 1:10-12; Zechariah 14: 3 & 4 (The Mount of Olives faces the Eastern Gate, and it will be opened by His coming.) 

In Isaiah 61 we are told that He will come from the east, and in Zechariah 14 we are told that He will touch ground on the Mount of Olives.
So, it appears that the Eastern Gate will remain closed and when the Lord returns this Psalm will be fulfilled:
Psalm 24:7 says, “Lift up your heads, O gates, and be lifted up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in! Who is the King of glory? The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle.”
 

Mike Clinton, June 23, 2013, Hiawassee Ga.

Sources: Dr. David Reagan, Darrell G. Young, Lambert Dolphin, Walid Shoebat and others. 

Do you believe that this Golden (Eastern) Gate is tied up with the Messiah’s Return? 
If so, Why? If not, why not?
REFLECT

2. The Gates in Scripture are important. We are told that…

Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with His own blood, suffered outside the gate. 
Therefore let us go forth to Him, outside the camp, bearing His reproach. 
Heb. 13:12, 13
Are you prepared to be sanctified in this way? What do you understand by bearing His reproach outside the gate?
REFLECT.
Points To Ponder: 
Today many Jews Weep and Wail at the Western Wall in Jerusalem,


When they should be Looking East for Jesus, their Lord and Messiah.
