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KC Ung
The Theme: 
Keep Yourselves from Idols

The Text:
Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen.

I Jn. 5:21
The Thots: 


A. The Terms of Idolatry.

1. The Connotation of “Idol” – 
Physical or material image or form Representing a Reality 


or being considered divine and thus an object of worship. 

“Idol” in the Old Testament is translated from over twelve Hebrew words. Two words stand out:
a. “ʾelîl” (20 occ.) literally = Worthless, as Woe to the idol shepherd that leaveth the flock! 
Zech. 11:17
b. “shiqqûṣ” (28 occ.) = Disgusting (abominable filth) and Detestable, as was Nineveh.
Nah. 3:6
And I will cast abominable filth upon thee, and make thee vile, and will set thee as a gazingstock.

2. The Command not to turn to an idol (ʾelîl) first occurs in Scripture in 
Lev. 19:4
Turn ye not unto idols, nor make to yourselves molten gods: I am the LORD your God.


3. A Comparative word to it is pesel = graven image. Hebrew means “to Hew or to cut in creating an idol”.
a. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God…
Exo. 20:4, 5

b. When they knew God, they glorified Him not as God…but became vain in their imaginations…and changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things…Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.
Rom. 1:21-25

B. The Types of Idolatry.

1. Literal Idolatry of a graven image to represent deity for the purpose of worship.
See #A above.
2. Moral Idolatry. Basically anything or anyone that takes precedence over God and His Claims.


…Covetous man, who is an idolater… (Eph. 5:5); Covetousness, which is idolatry. (Col. 3:5)
C. The Transgression in Idolatry.

1. It is Against God’s Law.
Exo. 20:4, 5; See #A3a above.
2. It is A Lie against God’s Person and His Precepts.
Rom. 1:25; See #A3b above.
3. It Arrogates God’s Place and Priority.
Exo. 29:5 cf. Rom. 1:21-23; See #A3b above.
Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God. 
4. It is an Act Against God:
Exo. 22:20 

He that sacrificeth unto any god, save unto the LORD only, he shall be utterly destroyed.

5. It is an Abomination against God Almighty.
Deut. 7:25; Mk. 13:14

The graven images of their gods shall ye burn with fire: thou shalt not desire the silver or gold that is on them, nor take it unto thee, lest thou be snared therein: for it is an abomination to the LORD thy God.
D. The Tribulation from Idolatry.

1. Cf. The Punishment of the Plague on those who Worshipped the Golden Calf.
Exo. 32:3, 35
a. And he received them at their hand, and fashioned it with a graving tool, after he had made it a molten calf: and they said, These be thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. 

b. And the LORD plagued the people, because they made the calf, which Aaron made.

2. Cf. The Chastisement on those who Committed Whoredom and idolatry. 
Num. 25:1-5 And Israel abode in Shittim, and the people began to commit whoredom with the daughters of Moab.
And they called the people unto the sacrifices of their gods: and the people did eat, and bowed down to their gods. And Israel joined himself unto Baalpeor: and the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel. And the LORD said unto Moses, Take all the heads of the people, and hang them up before the LORD against the sun, that the fierce anger of the LORD may be turned away from Israel. And Moses said unto the judges of Israel, Slay ye every one his men that were joined unto Baalpeor.
3. All idolaters will be Sentenced to the Second death.
Rev. 21:8; 22:15
Idolaters…shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone…the second death.

E. The Treatment for Idolatry.

1. Abstain from all Forms of Idolatry.
Acts 15:29 That ye abstain from meats offered to idols…from which if ye keep yourselves, ye shall do well. 

2. Agree not with the temple of idolatry:
II Cor. 6:16  And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.

3. Avoid idolatry – Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen.
I Jn. 5:21
At the Lord’s Supper, do keep yourself from the idolatry of adoring the symbols of the Bread and the Cup.  Ensure that you truly remember the Lord in Person and in His Propitiation for your sins giving Him Preeminence in all things.
The dearest idol I have known, Whate’er that idol be


Help me to tear it from Thy throne, And worship only Thee. 
   William Cowper

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
R. 595

1. What is Idolatry? The psalmist Described idols as:
Psa. 115:4-8 
4  Their idols are silver and gold, the work of men's hands. 
5  They have mouths, but they speak not: eyes have they, but they see not: 
6  They have ears, but they hear not: noses have they, but they smell not: 
7  They have hands, but they handle not: feet have they, but they walk not: 
   neither speak they through their throat. 
8  They that make them are like unto them; so is every one that trusteth in them. 

He then Directed all to trust in God and He will bless them.
Psa. 115:9-18 


9  O Israel, trust thou in the LORD: He is their help and their shield. 
10  O house of Aaron, trust in the LORD: He is their help and their shield. 
11  Ye that fear the LORD, trust in the LORD: He is their help and their shield. 
12  The LORD hath been mindful of us: He will bless us…
13  He will bless them that fear the LORD, both small and great. 
18  But we will bless the LORD from this time forth and for evermore. Praise the LORD.

 Paul also has this to Declare about idols and graven images:
Rom. 1:19-32

19  Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; 
for God hath shewed it unto them. 20  For the invisible things of Him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power 
and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: 

21  Because that, when they knew God, they glorified Him not as God, neither were thankful; 
but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 

22  Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, 
23  And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. 

Can the Invincible and Omnipotent God ever Decide to give up on sinful and Immoral man when the latter insists on idolatry as a substitute for God? Yet it seems it will be so. Consider…


24  Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves: 

25  Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. 

26  For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use into that which is against nature: 

27  And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which was meet. 

28  And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient; 

29  Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, 30  Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 

31  Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful: 

32  Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.

Idolatry and Immorality are very serious transgressions against God’s Person and Precepts. 

At this particular time of Grace, God has not given up on you? Have you given up on God?


REFLECT.
2. However, Idolatry in the heart may be more Grievous to God than even the Graven images before the eyes. Covetousness is the sin of idolatry and is destined to the Second Death. 
For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.
Eph. 5:5
8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death. 
Rev. 21:8

Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen. (I Jn. 5:21)
REFLECT
Points To Ponder: 

One day God will give up on man. Now He has not yet done so. Have you given up on God?
