R593 Rumination for 19 June, 2016.   (Fathers’ Day Rumination)
by KC Ung
The Theme: 
God, our Father
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
And He said unto them, When ye pray, say, Our Father which art in heaven.
Lk. 11:2
A. The Uniqueness of God, our Father.
1. He is the One and Only God – there is no other God like Him.

a. He said, LORD God of Israel, there is no God like Thee, in heaven above, or on earth beneath…I Kgs. 8:23
b. Thus saith the LORD…I am the first, and I am the last; and beside Me there is no God.
Isa. 44:6
c. I am the LORD, and there is none else, there is no God beside Me:


Isa. 45:5, 21
2. He Relates to the Repentant Sinner as Father.
a. Behold what… love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: I Jn. 3:1
b. And He said unto them, When ye pray, say, Our Father which art in heaven.

Lk. 11:2
3. He Allows us to Address Him as Abba, Father.
a. Ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 
Rom. 8:15

b. Ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Gal. 4:6

B. The Unity of our Triune God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Gal. 4:6
1. Their Rights.

a. The Son Exists in the Essence of God and is Equal with the Father.



i. Christ Jesus…existing in the form of God, did not consider equality with God...
Phil. 2:5b, 6, HCSB
ii. I and My Father are one. 

Jn. 10:30
iii. Looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ. Tit. 2:13
b. The Spirit is Specifically referred to as God.

Acts 5:3-4
But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost…

…thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God.

c. The Three Persons in the Godhead are Proclaimed as One:

Matt. 28:19 19  

Go…teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:

2. Their Roles.

a. The Father sent the Son – the Father's which sent Me.
Jn. 14:24; 15:21; 16:5
b.  The Father sent the Spirit – 

Jn. 14:26
 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in My name…
c. The Son sent the Spirit.

Jn. 16:7
If I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send Him unto you.
The Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth… Jn. 15:26
Thus, in Role, the Father is Referred to as the First Person, the Son as the Second 


and the Spirit as Third in the Godhead. But All are One.
3. The Responsibilities of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
a.
The Father loves the Sinner and sent His Son to die for him.

Jn. 3:16
i. For God so loved the world, that He Gave His only begotten Son, 

that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
ii. Hereby perceive we the love of God, because He laid down His life for us.

I Jn. 3:16
b.
The Son of God…loved me, and Gave Himself for me.

Gal. 2:20
c.
The Spirit Sheds abroad this love of God the Father and Son to, and in, the Sinner.
Rom. 5:5 


The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.

C. The Universal Prayer to God, our Father.

Mt. 6:9-13
In this Disciple’s prayer, the Lord teaches us about God our Father Who He is and What He does for us.

1. He Proffers His Love to all from Heaven. Let us Hallow His Name.
6:9

Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name;
2. He is Omni-Present and Omni-Potent in Heaven and on Earth.
6:10



Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.

3. He Provides for all His children – Give us this day our daily bread.
6:11
4. He Pardons our Sins – And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
6:12
5. He Protects His Loved ones – Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
6:13a
6. He is Praise-worthy to receive all Glory –

6:13b


For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.

On this Lord’s Day, let the Disciple’s Prayer…
(Note: not the Lord’s Prayer as commonly referred to. The Lord’s Prayer is in John 17)
…Lead us to Remember our Lord for Who He is and What He did for us.
I Cor. 11:25, 26
 …this do ye…in remembrance of Me. For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup,

ye do shew the Lord's death till He come.
O my soul, bless God the Father; All within me bless His name;

Bless the Father, and forget not All His mercies to proclaim.



From the United Presbyterian Book of Psalms, 1871.
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. In the Convent of the Pater Noster (which  I visited last week) is a partially reconstructed Roman Catholic church building located on the Mount of Olives, north of the Tombs of the Prophets, in Jerusalem. It stands on the traditional site of Christ's teaching of the Lord's Prayer. (Luke 11:2-4).  On its surrounding walls outside, is decorated with 140 ceramic tiles, each one inscribed with the Lord's Prayer in a different language.

This prayer was adopted by “the Church” since the very beginning and used to be to be recited by the faithful three times during the day as commended in The Didache  in the 1st and 2nd century. In the latter part of the 4th century it became an official part of the Mass and was recited after the breaking of the bread. Later, Pope St. Gregory the Great, influenced by St. Augustine, moved it to just before the breaking of the bread where it has been ever since. Today, The Didache's tradition of reciting the prayer thrice daily continues in the Church with the Lord's Prayer being recited at Mass and then twice more during the Liturgy of the Hours, at Lauds and Vespers.
OUR FATHER, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. Amen.

Source: http://www.preces-latinae.org/thesaurus/Basics/OraDom.htmlh, 

Today this so-called Lord’s Prayer is recited in rites and rituals in churches and by individuals. Rightly it should not be referred to as such because this prayer was given to His disciples by our Lord Jesus Christ Himself when they asked Him to teach them how to pray (Mt 6:9-13). The actual Lord’s Prayer is found in John 17 when He prayed to His Father concerning His Church (those who would be His after Pentecost) before He went to the Cross.
The Disciple’s Prayer is a Prayer to God, the Father (See Rumination above #C.1-6). 
Go over the comments again and see how Prepared you are as a father on this Fathers’ Day to fulfil what God, the Father, would do, with regard to His children; therefore, you as their father to your children too –

God our Father… 

(1) 
Provides for all His children – Give us this day our daily bread.

Are you doing so with regard to your children’s upbringing (Pro. 29:21) –


teaching (Pro. 9:9, 10) and training (Pro. 22:6) them in the things of God to love and obey His Word, their daily bread (Cf. Deut. 6:3-7; Mt. 4:4)?

(2)
Pardons His children’s sins – Forgive us our debts.


Do you love and receive them when they repent and return to you for restoration?


(Cf. Lk. 15:18-22)
(3)

Protects them from evil and doing evil – deliver us from evil.

This was also the Lord’s Prayer concerning you: I pray…Thou shouldest keep them from the evil (Jn. 17:15) and should also be your prayer for your children.     

Do you pray for them regularly?
REFLECT.

2. Fathers’ Day is more commonly observed as a day for children to honour their father. This is right and in keeping with the scriptural injunction in Ephesians 6:1-3 (NKJV) – 
Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. "Honor your father and mother," which is the first commandment with promise: that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth."

This was what the Lord taught His disciples to pray. The prayer began with:

OUR FATHER, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

​On this Fathers’ Day, are you ready to renew your duty to Honour your father and obey him as you would Hallow your Father in Heaven and do his will on earth? 
  REFLECT.

Points to Ponder: Do for your Children as you would God do for you.
