R589 Rumination for 22 May, 2016.   

by KC Ung
The Theme: 
“Go to Hell!”
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text:
But I say unto you…whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.
Mt. 5:22b
The Thots:

Intro. 
Never ever tell anyone to go to Hell! Why?


And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter into life maimed, 

than having two hands to go into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched:  
Mk. 9:43
This is what Jesus said about Hell. 
A. Hell is a place…
1. Of everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels. It is not for you, unless…
Mt. 25:41
2. Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.
Mk. 9:44 (43-49)
Salt is added to food to preserve its goodness and to prevent its corruption. The horror of it is:

Is salt added to the victim to preserve him for the torment and to the fire that it will never go out? 

For every one shall be salted with fire, and every sacrifice shall be salted with salt.
Mk. 9:49
3. (in the lake) which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death. 
Rev. 21:8

The first death is one’s physical death. If a person is born once, he will die twice.

If he is born twice (born again) he will die once!
4. (in) outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
Mt. 8:12
It is undergoing torment and torture.

5. Where the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever:
Rev. 14:11

It is eternal – there is no extinction and no annihilation! 

· Hell is not for you, but if you Choose to go there, God has no Choice but to let you!

· Heaven is where He is and He is there to welcome all who Choose to be His through Christ Jesus.
B. What is “Hell”?

1. The Destiny of the Dead especially as a place of eternal punishment for unbelievers. 
See #A above.
a. The Definition: Hell translates one Hebrew word and 3 Greek words in the KJV of the O.T and the N.T. 

b. The Denotation of the Hebrew word is Sheol.  It occurs 65times in the Hebrew Bible.  KJV translates 31 of the occurrences as “hell”; another 31 as “grave”; and three occurrences as “pit”. Num. 16:30, 33; Job 17:16. 

It was the place where the Departed O.T. Dead went to. 
c. The Description of the three Greek words in the N.T. used is hades, gehenna, and tartaroo. 
i. Hades is generally regarded as the intermediate abode of the departed dead before they are cast into the eternal lake of fire (hell) after the judgment at the Great White Throne. 

Rev. 20:11-15 

(20:14 – hell in KJV is hades.)
ii. Gehenna is the Greek form of two Hebrew words ge hinnom meaning “valley of Hinnom.”
It originally Referred to a Ravine on the south side of Jerusalem where pagan deities were worshiped     (II Kgs. 23:10; Jer. 7:32;II Chron. 28:3; 33:6). It became a garbage dump and a place of abomination where fire burned continuously II Kgs. 23:10; compare Matt. 18:9; Mark 9:43, 45, 47; Jas. 3:6. 
Gehenna became synonymous with “a place of burning.”

iii. Tartaroo [cast into hell] occurs only once in the New Testament. 
It refers to the place of punishment for rebellious angels.

II Pet. 2:4
2. The Final Designated place of hell [hades] is The Lake of Fire.

Rev. 20:14

And death and hell [hades] were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.

C. Who will be in hell?

See also #A above.
1. Hell is prepared for the devil and his angels.


Mt. 25:41
2. For those who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name.  Rev. 14:11
3. The beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. 
These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. 

Rev. 19:20; 20:10
4. And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.
Rev. 20:15
5. The fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, 
and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth 
with fire and brimstone: which is the second death. 

Rev. 21:8
· To Escape hell, one needs to Embrace Christ in faith as one’s personal Saviour from sin and hell!
D. Why?

1. The Punishment of Sin and the Sinner is Death – the soul that sinneth, it shall die.
Eze. 18:4
2. The Present (Gift) from God is eternal life through Jesus Christ.

Rom. 6:23
For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
3. The Prescription to escape hell – have faith in Jesus Christ!

Jn. 5:24 
Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth My word, and believeth on Him that sent Me,
 hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life
Jesus! the name high over all, In hell or earth or sky;



Angels and men before it fall, And devils fear and fly.
Charles Wesley
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK

R. 589

1. Many liberal Christians do not believe in a literal hell where sinners live in torment for eternity after their death. Arguments have been proffered against such a belief. 
Following is a typical example. For the full paper please visit: http://livingtheway.org/hell.html
Hell. 
Crossing the River Styx. 
Dante’s inferno. 
Deep underground.

The place of final torture. 
Burning in flames forever.

Choking sulfur fumes belching from ignited gas pits.

Living forever in endless agony and torments.

This is what many thousands of people throughout the generations have had to look forward to, according to countless clergymen in numerous religions. "If you don’t accept our teachings, and do what we tell you to do, this is what will happen to you after you die."

Now, with that kind of picture as a motivator, with that kind of story bouncing around in people’s minds, do you suppose it might be a little easier to persuade the crowds of uneducated, superstitious, religious common folk to listen to what you have to say, and do what you want them to do, so they can avoid this fate? Many church organizations, and even pagan philosophies, have achieved a lot of compliance from their followers because they were able to instill a fear of going to this awful place.

Fear has always been an excellent motivator.
Do you agree with the above view? Should we preach the Gospel leaving out the warning to sinners about Hell? Is this why the subject of hell is rarely included these days in the preaching of the Good News lest we frighten sinners?
REFLECT. 

2. What about this idea that people will be deceived by Satan, and roused up into a fighting force, then God steps in and removes Satan, but then goes on to torture the deceived people eternally? This picture simply does not fit in with what we know about the love, grace and mercy God intends to show all mankind, as He continues His plan to bring all humankind into His Family. If we remember what God’s plan is, and that God’s personality is not like Satan’s personality, we can quickly see that eternal torture has never been part of God’s plan. Eternal life is what God wants to give to all humankind! 
God is Love. This is true. 
1 John 4:8-10 
He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.
It is equally true that God is Holy and He cannot allow sin into His presence.  I Pet. 1:16 
Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.
Hence out of Love, this Holy God sent His Son to be the sinner’s Substitute to bear the penalty of sin for his disobedience in His obedience unto death, even the death of the cross. (Phil. 2:5-8) to save the sinner from his punishment in hell fire, so that He can forgive the sinner and welcome him into His Home in Heaven without compromising His Holiness. 
Such is the Love of this Holy God.

However, this act of the Holy God’s Love does not take away any element of the reality of Hell. It is still as real as ever only that for the sinner there is now a way of escape. He has to decide to accept or reject this Loving gift from a Holy God. Does this make sense?
REFLECT.
POINTS TO PONDER: 
Is God so Loving that Heaven has replaced Hell and 


His Holiness compromised?
