R588 Rumination for 15 May, 2016.   

by KC Ung
The Theme: 
Who is a Pardoning God?
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: Who is a God like unto Thee, that pardoneth iniquity…?

Mic. 7:18
The Thots:

Intro. 
No one can answer this question until and unless he/she has the experience of being forgiven 

by this pardoning God.
A. The Incomparable God Who pardons Sins.  
Who is a God like unto Thee, that pardoneth iniquity…?  

Mic. 7:18
When we go to Him for forgiveness, … 

1. He will Cast our Sins into the Depths of the Sea!

Mic. 7:19
Thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea.
a. The Deepest Part of the Sea can take in the highest Mountain (Mt. Everest) above the Sea!
The Mariana Trench or Marianas Trench is the deepest part of the world's oceans. It is located in the western Pacific Ocean, to the east of the Mariana Islands. The trench is about 2,550 kilometres (1,580 mi) long but has an average width of only 69 kilometres (43 mi). It reaches a maximum-known depth of 10,994 m (± 40 m) or 6.831 mi (36,070 ± 131 ft) at a small slot-shaped valley in its floor known as the Challenger Deep, at its southern end, although some unrepeated measurements place the deepest portion at 11,034 metres (36,201 ft). - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mariana_Trench
b. The Highest Mountain Peak above the Sea is Mt. Everest – 

It is 8,850 meters (29,035 feet) above sea level. No other mountain on Earth has a higher altitude.
http://geology.com/records/highest-mountain-in-the-world.shtml
· Mt. Everest can Sink into the depths of the Mariana Trench – so will our Sins when forgiven!

2. He will Cause our Sins to be removed into the Far Distance between East and West.

Psa. 103:12
As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He removed our transgressions from us.
· No matter how far one travels east or west one will never be able to find a meeting point of east and west!

3. He says: Come now, and let us reason [Discuss] together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, 
they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.
Isa. 1:18
Though the people’s iniquities were like blood-colored stains on their souls (scarlet, a red dye made from a worm, and crimson, red-colored cloth)…

· God in His Grace would cleanse them, making them spiritually white like snow or wool
4. He will Commit into Memory to Forget our sins

And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more.
Heb. 10:17 (8:12; Jer. 31:34)
· Can God ever Forget? No, He always Remembers. And in this case, He Remembers to Forget!

Indeed, Who is a God like unto Thee, that pardoneth iniquity…? Mic. 7:18
B. The Incomparable Christ Who Pardoned a Sinner.


1. The Sinners at the Scene in Simon’s house.

Lk. 7:47-50
a. Simon was Guilty of the Sins of Omission.

Lk. 7:44-47
He…said unto Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered into thine house, thou gavest Me no water for My feet: but she hath washed My feet with tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her head. Thou gavest Me no kiss: but this woman since the time I came in hath not ceased to kiss My feet. My head with oil thou didst not anoint: but this woman hath anointed My feet with ointment. 

b. The Woman was Guilty of the Sins of Commission – 


7:47

I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven…

c. Those at the Side were Guilty of Self-righteousness and the Sin of Criticism: 


They that sat at meat with Him began to say within themselves, Who is this that forgiveth sins also? 
i. They were Right – only God could forgive Sins. Who was Jesus to forgive sins?

Cp. Mk. 2:7
Who is this which speaketh blasphemies? Who can forgive sins, but God alone?

Lk. 5:21b
ii. They were Wrong – because Jesus is God; hence, He could forgive sins.



Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven;


Lk. 7:47
…And He said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven.


Lk. 7:48
2. The Saviour and the Sinner:
a. The Saviour could Forgive sins – [See #1.c .ii above]


Lk. 7:47, 48
b. The Sinner was Saved by Faith - He said to the woman, Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace.
7:50

i. Not by her Works though everything that Simon neglected to do, the woman did—and she did it better!
ii. Not by her Love – for she loved much:

It was her Faith in coming to Jesus believing that He could Forgive her many sins that saved her!
c. Jesus was the Savior-God - the Pardoning God Who could pardon iniquity.
Compare the Confession of Thomas the Apostle when he saw the Risen Christ: 

Jn. 20:28 

And Thomas answered and said unto Him, My Lord and my God.

Who is a pardoning God like Thee? Or who has grace so rich and free?

Samuel Davie
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
R. 589
1. From a Sinning Slave-Trader to a Saint would best describe John Newton who penned the well-know classic hymn: Just As I Am.
Newton was born in 1725 in London to a Puritan mother who died two weeks before his seventh birthday, and a stern sea-captain father who took him to sea at age 11. After many voyages and a reckless youth of drinking, Newton was impressed into the British navy. After attempting to desert, he received eight dozen lashes and was reduced to the rank of common seaman. 

While later serving on the Pegasus, a slave ship, Newton did not get along with the crew who left him in West Africa with Amos Clowe, a slave trader. Clowe gave Newton to his wife Princess Peye, an African royal who treated him vilely as she did her other slaves.

A sea captain was asked by the Newton’s father to look for the missing John. During the voyage home, the ship was caught in a horrendous storm off the coast of Ireland and almost sank. Newton prayed to God and the cargo miraculously shifted to fill a hole in the ship’s hull and the vessel drifted to safety. Newton took this as a sign from the Almighty and marked it as his conversion to Christianity. He did not radically change his ways at once, his total reformation was more gradual. "I cannot consider myself to have been a believer in the full sense of the word, until a considerable time afterwards,” he later wrote. He did begin reading the Bible at this point and began to view his captives with a more sympathetic view.

However, Newton continued to sell his fellow human beings, making three voyages as the captain of two different slave vessels, The Duke of Argyle and the African. He suffered a stroke in 1754 and retired, but continued to invest in the business. In 1764, he was ordained as an Anglican priest and wrote 280 hymns to accompany his services. He wrote the words for “Amazing Grace” in 1772.
It was not until 1788, 34 years after leaving it that he renounced his former slaving profession by publishing a blazing pamphlet called “Thoughts Upon the Slave Trade.” The tract described the horrific conditions on slave ships and Newton apologized for making a public statement so many years after participating in the trade: “It will always be a subject of humiliating reflection to me, that I was once an active instrument in a business at which my heart now shudders.” The pamphlet was so popular it was reprinted several times and sent to every member of Parliament. Under the leadership of MP William Wilberforce, the English civil government outlawed slavery in Great Britain in 1807 and Newton lived to see it, dying in December of that year.

[Source: http://www.biography.com/news/amazing-grace-story-john-newton]

Who could ever imagine that God would accept and save a “wretch” like John Newton and use him to free the slaves in England and give hope to many in the songs he composed? 
Who is like unto a Pardoning God like Thee?
REFLECT
Amazing grace! How sweet the sound That saved a wretch like me!

I once was lost, but now am found; Was blind, but now I see.
’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, And grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear The hour I first believed!
Through many dangers, toils and snares, I have already come;

’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, And grace will lead me home.

John Newton
2.  Some believe that because they have such a Gracious Pardoning God Who will always forgive their sins, they might as well continue to sin. The more they sin, the more they can experience His pardoning grace. Or His once-bestowed pardoning grace will cover all-time sinning. This view and attitude is not something new. Paul had to face it too: 
What should we say then? Should we continue in sin so that grace may multiply? Absolutely not! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 


Or are you unaware that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? Therefore we were buried with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too may walk in a new way of life. 
Rom. 6:1-4, HCSB
Do you also have this attitude towards our Gracious Pardoning God?
REFLECT.
POINTS TO PONDER: Other gods Punish Sin, Our God Pardons iniquities. How can that be?
