R587 Rumination for 08 May, 2016.   
(A Mother-in-law’s Day Rumination)

by KC Ung
The Theme: 
Thy People shall be my People.
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
Whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge; 


thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God;

Ruth 1:16

The Thots:

Intro.:
A Mother-in-law’s Day? But why a Mother-in-law on a Mother’s Day?


A Mother may Eventually be a Mother-in-law one day!  Naomi is a good Example of both. 
A. The Daughter-in-law’s [Ruth’s] Strange Request:
Ruth 1:16-17 

1. It was Peculiarly Personal: Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee.
2. She Petitioned to be owned as Naomi’s People – for whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God:  
3. It was to be a Permanent Partnership – Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried: 
the LORD do so to me, and more also, if ought but death part thee and me.

B. The Mother-in-law’s [Naomi’s] Sober Responsibility in the Family:
[Probably this was the Reason for Ruth’s Request on seeing the good example set by her mother-in-law.]
1. She was a good Mother to her sons.
Ruth 1:4
And they took them wives of the women of Moab; the name of the one was Orpah,
 and the name of the other Ruth: and they dwelled there about ten years.
a. She Might have been hurt inwardly that her sons Married (non-Jewish) wives from Moab.
b. But she still Measured out to them her Love and Lived with them and their wives as well. 
She lived with them ten years!

2. She was a good Mate to her husband. She Let him Lead her and she followed.
Ruth 1:1

Now it came to pass in the days…that there was a famine in the land. And a certain man of Bethlehemjudah went to sojourn in the country of Moab, he, and his wife, and his two sons. 

3. She was a good Mother-in-law and treated her daughters-in-law Well.
After the death of her sons, their husbands,…


a. She was Concerned with their future Welfare.
Ruth 1:8

And Naomi said unto her two daughters in law, Go, return each to her mother's house: 

the LORD deal kindly with you, as ye have dealt with the dead, and with me.

b. She Cared for their present Well-being and even Wept with them.
Ruth 1:9 
The LORD grant you that ye may find rest, each of you in the house of her husband. 
Then she kissed them; and they lifted up their voice, and wept.

c. They Communicated their mutual Woes among them.
Ruth 1:14
They lifted up their voice, and wept again: and Orpah kissed her mother in law; but Ruth clave unto her.

d. But Ruth Clave to her mother-in-law and would follow her back all the Way.
Ruth 1:16
Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee
C. The Mother-in-Law’s Staid Role. She was a good example…

1. in Dealing with Death - Her Grief was Real:
Ruth 1:20
a. She was Honest – She felt the Lord had not Treated her well.
Ruth 1:21b
She said unto them, Call me not Naomi, call me Mara: for the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me.
Why then call ye me Naomi, seeing the LORD hath testified against me, and the Almighty hath afflicted me?
b. She was just Human – She felt her Tragic loss.
Ruth 1:21a
I went out full, and the LORD hath brought me home again empty: 
2. In Dealing with Life – Her Faith was Real; she had Hope.
Ruth 2:20
Naomi said unto her daughter in law, Blessed be he of the LORD, who hath not left off His kindness to the living and to the dead. And Naomi said unto her, The man is near of kin unto us, one of our next kinsmen.
D. The Mother-in-law’s Supreme Reward – 

The Daughter-in-law later became the “Mother-Ancestor” of Jesus, the Messiah.

1. She was the ancestor of King David.
Mt. 1:5, 6
And Booz begat Obed of Ruth; and Obed begat Jesse; And Jesse begat David the king; 
2. She was the ancestor of King Jesus.
Mt. 1:1
The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David

Con.: Naomi gave Ruth a great gift: faith. 

 Ruth gave Naomi a great gift: a child who was the ancestor of King David and King Jesus. 
Let us therefore on this Lord’s Day be thankful that Mary was willing to be Mother to Jesus and gave Him to us. Let us with the wise men of old, therefore bring our gifts to the Messiah King this day:
Mt. 2:11

And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary His mother, and fell down, 
and worshipped Him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto Him gifts; 
gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.
As we give thanks to God for our Mothers and Mothers-in-law.

Let us Remember God Who gave us His Supreme Gift through a Human Mother this day.

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 587
1. Much has been said about the notorious, almost proverbial “Mother-in-law” problem.       It often refers to the “bad blood” between the mother-in-law and her daughter-in-law with the mother’s son who is the daughter-in-law’s husband caught in the middle. The reason for such conflict is probably due to the son’s mother feeling threatened by the seemingly lack of love shown to her in comparison to the time before her son’s marriage, and in contrast to the affectionate love her son is now showering on his new-found wife.
On the other hand, it is equally true that the daughter-in-law also feels threatened because her husband is sharing his professed “100%” love for her with his mother. Both mother-in-law and daughter-in-law do not want their love to be shared; hence, the conflict between the two depending on how the son-husband behaves towards either of them.

What does the Bible say? 

Gen. 2:23, 24 states very clearly – 
And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man. 24  Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.
Eph. 6:1-3 also states – 
Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. 2  Honour thy father and mother; (which is the first commandment with promise;) 3  That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth.
On this Mother’s Day, may the daughter-cum-daughter-in-law and the son-cum-son-in-law honour their mother and mother-in-law for this is right and that it may be well with all.
What will you do this day to honour your mother or/and mother-in-law?
REFLECT.
2. 
Note that the above situation may also be felt by the mother who feels the loss of her daughter’s love to her son-in-law; and the son who feels threatened by his wife who seems to love her mother and pay more attention to her than to him as her husband. This results in a conflict between him and his wife as well as his mother-in-law. Thus, the same advice is also given to the son and son-in-law to honour his mother and mother-in-law on this special day and all other days. 

Note that there may be a “Father-in-law” problem as well where the above situation may arise with the son and daughter changing roles. What will you do to honour your father-cum-father-in-law? Perhaps you want to think of this only when Father’s Day dawns!


REFLECT.
Points to Ponder: 
Do not make an Outlaw of your mother-in-law. Do not Leave her Out. 

Love her and tell her and your mother on this Mother’s Day.
