R586 Rumination for 01 May, 2016.   

by KC Ung
The Theme: 
The Father and the Son Work 
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
Jesus answered them, My Father worketh hitherto, and I work.
Jn. 5:17
Intro.:
Today is International Labour (Workers’) Day.

Labour Day (in the United States) is an annual holiday to celebrate the achievements of workers. Labour Day has its origins in the labour union movement, specifically the eight-hour day movement, which advocated eight hours for work, eight hours for recreation, and eight hours for rest. For many countries, Labour Day is synonymous with, or linked with, International Workers' Day, which occurs on 1 May. 




https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labour_Day
It is a day to remember Man’s Labour. But it is also a day to remember God’s Labour!

A. God’s Labour Day.
1. God Laboured for Six Days to create the heavens and the earth.

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
Gen. 1:1, HSCB
And God saw everything that He had made, and, behold, it was very good. 

And the evening and the morning were the sixth day.
Gen. 1:31
2. God Lay back and rested on the Seventh day – His Labour was Complete and Perfect.
 Gen. 2:2
And on the seventh day God ended his work which He had made; 
and He rested on the seventh day from all his work which He had made.
3. However, God’s Law was broken and His rest was Spoiled by Man’s Sin.
Gen. 3:17a
And unto Adam He said, Because thou…hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, 
saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake;
B. Man’s Labour Day.
1. Man was Sentenced to a Life of Labour for his Disobedience.
Gen. 3:17b-18
In sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; 
Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field.
2. Man would Sweat and Labour until Death.
Gen. 3:19

In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; 
for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.
3. Man was Sent out from God’s Presence to Labour for Life because of his Sin.
Gen. 3:23, 24
Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground 
from whence he was taken. So He Drove out the man.

4. Man was also Spiritually Separated from God – For the wages of sin is Death.
Rom. 6:23b
C. The Father’s and His Son’s Labour of Love to Restore Man’s Rest.
Jn.  5:17
But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh hitherto, and I work.

1. The Father’s Labour of Love: He Sent His Son to Restore the Sinner’s Rest.
Rom. 5:8; 8:32
God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all…
2. The Son’s Labour of Love – He died in our Place bearing the Penalty of our Sin.
Mk. 10:45, NKJV
a. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many. 
b. Who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree…
I Pet. 2:24
3. The Results of Their Labour of Love: 
The Father and Son had labored hard to Reconcile and Restore us into a Right Relationship with God:
a. Reconciliation to the Father:
II Cor. 5:18-19 
And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to Himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself, 
not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.

b. Rest in the Son: Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Mt. 11:28 
c. Restoration unto the Father and be made His children.
I Jn. 3:1
Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God
Con.:
Tomorrow an Eternal Rest in Heaven awaits us.
Heb. 4:9, 10
There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God. 

For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God did from His. 
Today, the Lord’s Day Rest awaits us at the Lord’s Supper.

Let us Rest from our Labour to Remember our Lord and demonstrate our Love to and for Him.
Ye that labor and are heavy-laden, Lean upon your dear Lord’s breast; 



Ye that labor and are heavy-laden, Come, and I will give you rest.
Mary B. Slade,
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 586
1. Today being Labour Day or the Workers’ Day, we would like to focus our thoughts on the role of works in our salvation. Can Works (good deeds, human or religious righteousness, etc.) save us from sin and give us a place in heaven?

By grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:
Not of works, lest any man should boast. (Eph. 2:8, 9)

The Bible states very clearly that we are saved:

By Grace, 
i.e. it is the Gift of God given to the sinner without any favour asked. 


And that not of yourselves, i.e. it is the unmerited favour given by God to the sinner freely, with no conditions asked except for the sinner to believe and receive, thus: 
To all who did receive Him, He gave them the right to be children of God, to those who believe in His name.
John 1:12 (HCSB)

Through Faith: solely by believing what God promises through His Son, Jesus Christ.




i.e. Not of works, lest any man should boast. 
Eph. 2:9



Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith 


without the deeds of the law. 
Rom. 3:28
Yet while the Sinner is saved only by Faith in Jesus (not of works), 
he is saved unto Good works.



For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. 
Eph. 2:10


Hence, James in his epistle in chapter two challenged the Christians to whom he wrote 
14  
What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith,

 and have not works? can faith save him? 

17  
Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. 

18 
Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works. 

20
But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead? 

24
Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only. 

26
For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.

While it is true that a Sinner can only be saved by faith and faith alone, the evidence that that faith he exercises is true is how he allows it to work itself out in his life in works. Thus, while initially works cannot save a sinner, works are the subsequent evidence that his faith is real. Hence, wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. (Mt. 7:20). 

Have you Fruits to show for your Faith for this Labour Week? 
REFLECT.
2. In this Labour Week, make a special effort to…
· Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven. (Mt. 5:16)
· Consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: (Heb. 10:24)
· Be well reported of for good works…have brought up children,…have lodged strangers,…have washed the saints' feet,… have relieved the afflicted,…have diligently followed every good work. (I Tim. 5:10)

· Be His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. (Eph. 2:10)
· Be like the man of God… perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. (II Tim. 3:17)
· Be like Dorcas…full of good works and almsdeeds which she did. (Acts 9:36)
· Be a peculiar people, zealous of good works. (Tit. 2:14)
·  Affirm constantly, that they which have believed in God might be careful to maintain good works. These things are good and profitable unto men.  (Tit. 3:8)

What distinctive good works can you exhibit to give evidence that you are saved? 

REFLECT
Points To Ponder: We may not be saved by good works, but they can show that we are.
