R585 Rumination for Apr. 24, 2016.   

by KC Ung
The Theme: 
I AM THAT I AM
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM


Exo. 3:14
The Thots
Intro: Is Jesus God? 
See Reflections for the Week.
A. Identifying the Person of God as the  I AM.

1. God’s Confirmation that He was God.

Exo. 3:6  

Moreover He said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 

and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God. 

2. God’s Commission to Moses:

 

a. …I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth My people…out of Egypt. 
Exo. 3:10
b. He answered…“when you bring the people out of Egypt, you will all worship God at this mountain.” 
3. Moses’ Consternation:

a. He was Shocked and just had this to Say:
Exo. 3:11

Moses said unto God, Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt?
b. He was Scared of what the people would Say:
Exo. 3:13

Moses said unto God, Behold, when I come unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto them, 
The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, 
What is His name? what shall I say unto them?


4. God’s Sure Statement of His Identity:
Exo. 3:14, HCSB

God replied to Moses, “I am who I am (ʾehyeh ʾăšer ʾehyeh,” 3:14; cf. "I will be," ʾehyeh, v. 12) 
and I AM (ʾehyeh) has sent me to you (v. 14).

a. He is the Self-Existent One. ʾEhyeh is probably a wordplay on Yahweh (LORD) in verse 15. 

Thus, the name Yahweh, related to the verb "to be," probably speaks of God's self-existence, 

b. He is the Eternal One – the Everlasting I AM.
Psa. 41:13; Also 90:2; 106:48; Isa. 63:16
Blessed be the LORD God of Israel from everlasting, and to everlasting. Amen, and Amen. Psa. 41:13
B. Identifying the Person of Jesus as the I AM.
1. Jesus claimed to be the I AM.
a. He Existed before Abraham – No man in Jesus’ time could ever exist before Abraham!
Jn. 8:58  

Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I Am.
b. As the I Am, He has the authority to condemn a sinner to Eternal death.
Jn. 8:24 

I said…ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I Am [He,] ye shall die in your sins.
c. He Exhibited God’s Glory when He identified Himself to the soldiers as the I Am.
Jn. 18:4-6

Jesus therefore, knowing all things that should come upon Him…said unto them, Whom seek ye? 

They answered Him, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith unto them, I Am [He]…As soon then as He had said unto them, I Am [He], they went backward, and fell to the ground.

They expected Jesus of Nazareth. But He revealed Himself as the I Am and they saw His glory 

and fell backwards! Compare a similar incident on the Mount of Transfiguration:
Mt. 17:2

(He) was transfigured before them…His face did shine as the sun…His raiment was white as the light.
Note: In all the above passages “He” is not in the texts. The translators had mistakenly inserted it seemingly for a better understanding, but then Jesus was claiming to be the “I AM that I AM” that God Is. 

d. He is the Eternal One, from Everlasting to Everlasting, the Lord God, the Alpha and Omega, the Almighty

I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty. 
Rev. 1:8; 4:8; 11:17
Only Jesus, the I AM, the Self-Existent, Eternal God could claim such titles!

2. Jesus proclaimed Himself to be God unequivocally. 
a. For this, the Jews Sought to Stone Him.
Jn. 5:18

i. Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill Him, because He not only had broken the sabbath, 

but said also that God was his Father, making Himself equal with God.

Cf. I and My Father are One.
Jn. 10:30

ii. The Jews answered Him, saying, For a good work we stone Thee not; but for blasphemy; 
and because that Thou, being a man, makest Thyself God.
Jn. 10:33 cf. 19:7
b. Only God is Worthy of Worship so Advised the Angel.
Rev. 19:10; 22:8, 9

And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it not: I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God
c. And Jesus was Worshipped:

i. The Wise men Worshipped Jesus but not Mary!
Mt. 2:11

When…they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down, and worshipped Him, and
when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto Him gifts; gold… frankincense…myrrh.
ii. Thomas, the doubting Apostle, when convinced of Jesus, Adored and Worshipped Him.  Jn. 20:28 And Thomas answered and said unto Him, My Lord and my God.
Cf. Phil. 2:9-11

Majesty, worship His majesty,


Jesus   died, now glorified, King of all kings.
Jack W. Hayford

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK

R585

1. Recently Zakir Naik, a Muslim evangelist, visited Malaysia. Earlier he had challenged Christians to quote one text from the Bible to prove that Jesus unequivocally claimed to be God and to be worshipped. See https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u3Z-XFq8F_w
From the Rumination above, it is clear that Jesus claimed to be the I AM that God in the Old Testament revealed Himself to be. He declared Himself as the I AM laying claim to be the same God Who said I Am that I AM on many occasions when He was on earth and proved it by the many actions that He performed that no human being could ever do. The Jews who would understand Old Testament Scriptures well understood His claims and rightly accused Him of blasphemy because He, a Man dared to claim Himself to be God. Hence they took up stones to stone Him to death but He disappeared from among their midst. It was not yet time for Him to die as yet. Only God could act in this way!

Apart from the many claims to be the I AM of God (see Rumination above), Jesus also made seven statements with I AM. He attached attributes or claims to each statement that no human being could be or perform. He made seven (a perfect and complete number) of such statements in John’s Gospel. John took great care to record them as the purpose of his book was clearly stated as:  But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through His name. Jn. 20:31
Now consider the Seven I AM Statements of Jesus concerning Who He is and what He can do that can only be true and be fulfilled if He is Divine:

1. John 6:35 - And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to Me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on Me shall never thirst. 

2. John 8:12 - Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: 
he that followeth Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. 

3. John 10:9 - I am the door: by Me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.
4. John 10:11 - I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth His life for the sheep. 

5. John 11:25   Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in Me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.

6. John 14:6 - Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me. 
7. John 15:5 - I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without Me ye can do nothing.
For further discussion on this, also refer to https://www.facebook.com/ng.k.weng.3
Is Zakir Naik too Stubborn to Understand Jesus’ Claim to be God? by Dr. Ng Kam Weng. Dr. Ng wrote: Zakir Naik has just challenged Christians to produce a verse in the bible where Jesus unequivocally claims to be God, and as such people should worship him. This would require a direct statement like “I am God” or “worship me” from the lips of Jesus. The challenge is either misguided or insincere.
See also: Muslims leave ISLAM after watching this - Zakir Naik exposed 2014
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dyb25zOX024&sns=fb
Are you convinced that JESUS is GOD, the I AM?
REFLECT
2. When Jesus was on earth, He predicted: 
Mt. 16:21

From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto His disciples, how that He must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day
And when He had died and risen from the dead, in heaven He said:
Rev. 1:18

I am He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I AM alive for evermore, Amen; 
and have the keys of hell and of death. 
No human being could ever utter those words, except Jesus, the I AM who knows the end from the beginning. Only Jesus Who in essence is God can say this.
 REFLECT
Points to Ponder: He who Rejects Jesus and Refuses to bow his knee to Him today, 


will have to do so tomorrow! (Phil. 2:9-11)
