R583 Rumination for Apr. 10, 2016.   
by KC Ung
The Theme: 
Come Let Us Reason Together
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet,


 they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. Isa. 1:18
The Thots: 
Intro. Consider God’s Plan of Redemption and His Offer of Salvation to Sinners. Is It Reasonable and Logical?

A. Adam’s Disobedience and Sin.
1. God’s Clear Command to Adam: 
Gen. 2:17 

But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: 
for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.

2. Adam’s Direct Disobedience:
Gen. 3:17 
Unto Adam He [God] said…thou…hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, 
saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: 
B. Adam’s Death – God’s Sentence for his Disobedience.
1. His Physical Death: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return. 
Gen. 3:19b
2. His Spiritual Death: For the wages of sin is death; 

Rom. 6:23a
3. His Personal Death: Behold, all souls are mine…the soul that sinneth, it shall die.

Eze. 18:4
4. The Universal Death that Descended on all men:  - 
Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; 
and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:

Rom. 5:12
C. Our Personal Disobedience – all are Sinners.
1. We Sin against God’s Person: For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.

Rom. 3:23
2. We Sin against God’s Precepts: Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: 


for sin is the transgression of the law. 

I Jn. 3:4

3. We Sin against God even when we were in our Parents:  
Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me.

Psa. 51:5
D. God’s Dilemma to Save Sinners and His Solution: 
God is Love… He loved us and sent His Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.      I Jn. 4:8b, 10, NRSV
1. God is Love and He Loves us as Sinners but not our Sin.
2. God is Holy – our sins of disobedience cannot be Hidden from His eyes – the soul that sinneth it must die

3. So Jesus…though….in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 
but emptied Himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness…
Continue in #E below
E. Jesus’ Death in Obedience as our Substitute –
And being found in human form, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death
— even death on a cross 
Phil. 2:6-8, NRSV
Thus, God Sent His Son to take our place. He fulfilled all that is Demanded of man even to Die for us.
1. From God’s Side – This was to Demonstrate His Love for us.

Rom. 5:8

But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
2. From the Son’s Side – Jesus was obedient even unto death for our behalf because He too loved us:

The Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me.

Gal. 2:20b

3. From my Side – He was my Substitute and He bore the Punishment of my Sin.

I Pet. 2:24
Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree.
4. Therefore, God can now forgive our sins because of His Son’s Spotless Sacrifice for us.
I Per. 1:18, 19

Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold…

But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:

F. Our Debt of Sin was Settled when God Raised Jesus from Death – 
1. It was God’s way of Stating that my Sin question had been Settled and God was Satisfied.

But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept.
For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. 

For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 
I Cor. 15:20-22
2. Jesus is now Seated in Heaven –God and He can now offer us Salvation from Sin. 
Heb. 1:3, NRSV
When He had made purification for sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.

Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet,
they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.

Isa. 1:18
Is not the above a Logical and Reasonable plan of God to demonstrate His Liberal Love for all Sinners to be Saved from Sin and yet maintain His Holiness and Glory? [See Discussion on Reflections for the Week below.]
Today as we participate at the Lord’s Supper…
Let us Remember what our Lord did to Redeem us from sin when He died and Rose again from the dead.
Oh, the love that drew salvation’s plan! Oh, the grace that brought it down to man!


Oh, the mighty gulf that God did span at Calvary! 
W. R. Newell
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 583
1. A Minister in charge of Religion in Malaysia considers followers of his religion deviant if they are liberal and pluralistic. Is Christianity “liberal” and “pluralistic”?

What is meant by being “liberal”?  Meriam-Webster defines, among its many meanings, 

a possible one as generous to others… freely to other people.

What about “pluralistic”? The dictionary gives one meaning as: a situation in which people of different social classes, religions, races, etc., are together in a society but continue to have their different traditions and interests and a possible synonym is “diverse” and “multicultural”.

So is Christianity “liberal” and “pluralistic”? What does the Bible claim of Christianity?

Without taking the technical definitions of the two words, in general we can say Christianity is “liberal” and “pluralistic”, the latter, in the sense of being multiracial and multicultural without the tag, continue to have their different traditions and interests. 
All these have been put aside in Christ.
It is “liberal” in love. Consider what the Bible says:

God Himself is liberal in His love and will accept all “liberal” and “vile” sinners
into His righteous kingdom when His King will reign in righteousness. 

Isa. 32:1

The liberal soul shall be made fat: and he that watereth shall be watered also himself. 
Pro. 11:25

The vile person shall be no more called liberal, nor the churl said to be bountiful. 
Isa. 32:5
His Church will indeed be pluralistic (without the tag as stated above) as He promised all those who would believe in His Son Jesus Christ that they would all be initiated into His Body, the Church, when they believe in Him, and no more would they maintain their individual and personal idiosyncrasies and philosophies, etc. but will all submit to Christ as the Head that God may be All in All. (I Cor. 15:28)

In the meanwhile, the Church, which is His… body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. (I Cor.12:12-13)
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. (Gal. 3:28)
Our God is a Loving and Liberal God and welcomes all who come to Him by believing in His Son Who loved them and gave Himself for them. 
One day in heaven, we shall meet all out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation (Rev. 5:9) who have been redeemed by His blood.
REFLECT.

2. The Head of Religion in a state in Malaysia opines that followers of his religion should not use logic and their intellect to make any statements about their religion.

When God invites sinners to come to Him are they to do so in blind faith without using their logical mind and understanding?

It is true that by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. (Eph. 2:8, 9)
And that we walk by faith, not by sight. (II Cor. 5:7)
So, in short, is a sinner coming to Jesus Christ to do so in blind faith?

God sends all sinners an invitation (to use the logic He has given them) to:

Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet,
they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. 
(Isa. 1:18) 
“Come now, let us argue it out,” says the LORD: 
(NRSV) 

“Come, let us discuss this,” says the LORD.
 (HCSB)
God expects sinners to come to Him by exercising the logic and reasoning power He has given to them to accept His “terms” for salvation, and that is, they cannot do anything by their works to earn salvation from Him but to accept His love for them in sending His Son to take their places and bear the penalty of their sins in order to receive salvation from Him, for 
There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved. Acts 4:12 (ESV)

Do you accept that? See the Reasons in the Rumination above. 
Is God’s invitation to you Reasonable and logical?
REFLECT.

Points To Ponder: For a Holy and Loving God to Reconcile Sinful Man to Himself in the Death of His Sinless Son is indeed very Logical and Reasonable.
