R581 Rumination for Mar. 27, 2016.   (Resurrection Sunday Rumination)
by KC Ung
The Theme: 
 The Third Day
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
[Jesus must…] be killed, and be raised again the third day.
Mt. 16:21
The Thots: 
Intro.: Today is Resurrection Sunday, the third day of which Jesus spoke, the first day of the week.
A. Jesus’ Prediction for the Third Day 
Matt. 16:21 
From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto His disciples, how that He must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day. 

1. The Events Leading to the Third Day.

a. He must Show Himself and go unto Jerusalem – He did so on “Palm Sunday”. 
Mt. 21:1-11, See R580
i. To Fulfil the Prophecy of Prophet Zechariah.
Mt. 21:4 cf. Zech. 9:9
All this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying…


ii. To Furnish Proof that He was the Potentate with the credentials. 
Mt. 21:5


Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee…

iii. To Fulfil His Personal Prediction.
Mt. 16:21 [See below]
b. He must Suffer many things  - Consider therefore what the named people would do to make Jesus suffer:
i. The Elders and Chief Priests. 
· Now the chief priests, and elders…sought false witness against Jesus, to put Him to death.  Mt. 26:59
· …All the chief priests and elders…took counsel against Jesus to put Him to death.
27:1
· The chief priests and elders persuaded the multitude [to ask for] Barabbas, and destroy Jesus. 
27:20
ii. The Scribes
· Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall be betrayed unto the chief priests 
and unto the scribes, and they shall condemn Him to death…
20:18
· And they that had laid hold on Jesus led Him away to Caiaphas the high priest, 
where the scribes and the elders were assembled. 
26:57
c. He must be killed or Slain.
Jn. 19:14-16
· The Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be slain, and be raised the third day. 
Lk. 9:22
· [Pilate] saith unto the Jews, Behold your King! But they cried out, Away with Him, away with Him, crucify Him. Pilate saith unto them, Shall I crucify your King? The chief priests answered, We have no king but Caesar. Then delivered he Him therefore unto them to be crucified. 
And they took Jesus, and led Him away. 

· Jesus…said, “It is finished!” Then bowing His head, He gave up His spirit.
Jn. 19:30, HCSB
2. The Expectation for the Third Day – Jesus must be Raised again the third day.
a. As Predicted by Jesus Personally.
Mk. 9:31; 10:34; Lk. 9:32
For He taught His disciples, and said unto them, The Son of man is delivered into the hands of men, and they shall kill Him; and after that He is killed, He shall rise the third day. 

b. As Prophetically Pictured:

Mt. 12:40, HCSB
For as Jonah was in the belly of the huge fish three days and three nights,
 so the Son of Man will be in the heart of the earth three days and three nights. 

c. As Precisely what took Place. 

Mk. 16:2, 5, 6
i. The Prominence of the third day: it was the first day of the week when Jesus rose again from the dead. And very early in the morning the first day of the week…and entering into the sepulchre, 
they [Mary Magdalene, Mother of James and Salome, 16:1] saw a young man…And he saith unto them, Be not affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was crucified: He is risen; He is not here…
ii. The Purported Purpose of His Resurrection:
· His Purpose of bearing the Penalty of Man’s Sin had been Accepted. 

Rom. 4:25
Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification.

· His Mission of reconciling Man to God had been Achieved.

Rom. 5:10  For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, 
much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.



· He can now offer Forgiveness and Pardon of Sin to those who Accept Him.

Rom. 10:9

If thou…shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.
B.  Jesus’ Post-Third-Day Resurrection Results
Christians can now look forward to the Day of His Return for them.
Acts 1:11 
This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven.
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. 
Jn. 14:3 
On this Lord’s Day, the first day of the week, as we remember Him in His death, let us remember too that on the third day He rose again, and one day will return to take us all back to be with Him where He is!
Three days He lay within that dark domain, Then with new life, forth from the tomb He came;
Christ has the key; oh, death, where is thy sting? Our Lord doth live! oh, let your praises ring!     Luetta Snyder
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 581

1. The Resurrection of Christ marks out Christianity as unique. No founder of any religion died and rose again from the dead. Today various theories have been posited to disprove the validity of Jesus’ physical resurrection from death. Volumes have been written to disprove and prove that Jesus rose or did not rise again from the dead.
Without going into technical and theological arguments, let this simple text quoted in the rumination suffice to show that Jesus indeed rose again from the dead, as stated in Matt. 16:21 – From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto His disciples, how that He must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day.
All the events (highlighted in bold) predicted by Jesus to befall Him in the time ahead of Him, and before they happened, actually did happen as predicted. See the contents of the Rumination above.

If all these predicted events had happened as forecast beforehand, why should not the last and final event that (He must) be raised again the third day also happen?
Without a Risen Saviour, Christianity would be a dead religion as with all others. 
Jesus is alive gives a mission to all living to go and tell others too of the risen Christ, and to the dead, the hope that one day they will also resurrect like their Lord to be with Him forevermore when He returns to take them back to where He is in Heaven. 
For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the archangel’s voice, and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 

Then we who are still alive will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air and so we will always be with the Lord. 

Therefore encourage one another with these words.
 I Thes. 4:16-18 (HCSB)
Do you have this mission and hope as you remind yourself of the Resurrection of Jesus this day?
REFLECT.

2. Today some Christians seek to meet the Challenge of Jesus to be His disciples. 
They seek to literally carry a wooden cross just as Jesus did in His time.  

The Lord’s Challenge then was:
Whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after Me, cannot be My disciple." Lk. 14:27
So, they take up the cross literally and even have themselves lifted up and physically be nailed or crucified to the cross. Is this what the Lord’s challenge mean?

Consider His other similar challenges: 

Matt. 10:38 – 
He that taketh not his cross, and followeth after Me, is not worthy of Me.

Matt. 16:24-25; Mk. 8:34, 35; Lk. 9:23 – 

Then said Jesus unto His disciples, If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for My sake shall find it.

Mark 10:21 – Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him, 
One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow Me.
What does it mean to bear the cross of Jesus, be crucified with Him and follow Him?

Take Paul as an example: Gal. 2:20 – I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me.
REFLECT
Points to Ponder: The Triumphant announcement for Today:

 He is not here: for He is risen, as He said. (Mt. 28:6)
