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The Theme: 
 Lifted Up
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The Text: As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: Jn. 3:14
The Thots: 
Intro.: Three times the Lord Jesus referred to His being lifted up in John’s Gospel.
A. Jesus was Lifted Up as the Serpent was.
1. The Facts of the Facsimile: As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness…
Jn. 3:14a cf. Num. 21:4-6
a. The Circumstances:
Num.21:4
And they [Israel] journeyed from mount Hor by the way of the Red sea, to compass the land of Edom: 
and the soul of the people was much discouraged because of the way. 
b. The Complaints: 
Num. 21:5 
The people spake against God, and…Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? for there is no bread, neither is there any water; and our soul loatheth this light bread.
c. The Consequence:
Num. 21:6 

The LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and much people of Israel died.
d. The Confession: The people came to Moses, and said, We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD, and against thee; pray unto the LORD, that He take away the serpents from us. 
21:7
2. The Faith in the Facsimile:
Num. 21:8-9 
a. The Strange Instruction: The LORD said…Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: 21:8a
b. The Solemn Injunction: …every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live. 
21:8b
c. The Step of Implicit Faith: it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.

21:9
3. The Foreshadow and the Fulfilment:
Jn. 3:14
As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up.
a. The Serpent on the Pole as the Symbol of Sin judged on the Cross.

i. The Serpent Symbolised Satan in Person.
Rev.12:9
And the great dragon was cast out, that old Serpent, called the Devil, and Satan.

ii. The Serpent on the Pole – Satan and Sin judged on the Cross.
Jn. 12:31
Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out.
iii. The Serpent was also the Son of Man made Sin for us and judged on the cross. 
II Cor. 5:21
For He [God] hath made Him [Jesus] to be sin for us, who knew no sin [a Sin Offering]; 
that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.
b. The Sight that brought Salvation and healing. 
If a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.
Num. 21:9
Thus, whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.
Jn. 3:15

B. The Son of Man Lifted Up was the Son of God.
Jn. 8:28, HCSB 
So Jesus said to them, “When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am ⌊He⌋…


1. The Confusion: Who is this Son of man?
Jn. 12:34   

The people answered Him, We have heard out of the law that Christ abideth for ever: 


and how sayest thou, The Son of man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of man?

2. The Confirmation by Jesus - then you will know that I am ⌊He⌋…, i.e. God, the I AM. Exo. 3:14
3. The Centurion saw it and Confessed it:
Mk. 15:39
When the centurion, which stood over against Him, saw that He so cried out, and gave up the ghost, 
he said, Truly this man was the Son of God.
When the centurion saw what was done, he glorified God, saying, Certainly this was a righteous man.
Lk; 23:47 
4. So did the Company with him:
Mt. 27:54

Now when the centurion, and they that were with him, watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, 

and those things that were done, they feared greatly, saying, Truly this was the Son of God.

D. The Saviour Lifted Up.
Jn. 12:3
And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto Me.
1. On the Cross: He drew the thief Crucified next to Him:
Lk. 23:42-43

And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when Thou comest into Thy kingdom. 

And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with Me in paradise.

2. At Pentecost, Peter’s Preaching drew three thousand souls to Him:
Acts 2:41  

Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.
Today let us lift His Person and His Praises up on high as we Remember Him:

Lift Him up in all His glory, ’Tis the Son of God on high;

Lift Him up, His love shall draw them, E’en the careless shall draw nigh;

Let them hear again the story Of the cross, the death of shame;


And from tongue to tongue repeat it; Mighty throngs shall bless His name.




May E. Warren
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1. The Sinners in the World Lifted Up Jesus to Crucify Him.
REFLECT
Jesus was Lifted Up for our Salvation and He Suffered what Sinful Man by right should Suffer. He was Man’s Substitute, the Man of Sorrows, that He might Save Man from Sin.

· As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up. 
Jn. 3:14
· Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am [He]…
Jn. 8:28

· And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto Me.
Jn. 12:32
Man of Sorrows! what a name For the Son of God, who came

Ruined sinners to reclaim. Hallelujah! What a Savior!
Bearing shame and scoffing rude, In my place condemned He stood;

Sealed my pardon with His blood. Hallelujah! What a Savior!

Guilty, vile, and helpless we; Spotless Lamb of God was He;

Full atonement! can it be? Hallelujah! What a Savior!

Lifted up was He to die; It is finished! was His cry;

Now in Heav’n exalted high. Hallelujah! What a Savior!

When He comes, our glorious king, All His ransomed home to bring,

Then anew His song we’ll sing: Hallelujah! What a Savior!

Philip P. Bliss
2. The Saints in the Church should Lift Up Jesus in Praise and Worship:   REFLECT
Lift up, lift up your voices now! The whole wide world rejoices now;

The Lord has triumphed gloriously, The Lord shall reign victoriously.

John M. Neale
Lift up to God the voice of praise, Whose breath our souls inspired;
Loud and more loud the anthem raise, With grateful ardor fired.
Lift up to God the voice of praise, Whose tender care sustains
Our feeble frame, encompassed round With death’s unnumbered pains.
Lift up to God the voice of praise Whose goodness, passing thought,
Loads every minute, as it flies, With benefits unsought.
Lift up to God the voice of praise From whom salvation flows;
Who sent His Son our souls to save From everlasting woes.
Lift up to God the voice of praise, For hope’s transporting ray,
Which lights through darkest shades of death To realms of endless day.

Ralph Wardlaw
Lift up thyself, my soul, Above this world’s control!

Spend and be spent in holy hymns of praise. Be armed with pure desire,

Burn with celestial fire; Unto the King of kings our voice we raise;

To Him a crown we weave, and bring A sacrifice of words, a bloodless offering.

Synesius of Cyrene
Lift up your hearts! We lift them, Lord, to Thee; Here at Thy feet none other may we see;

Lift up your hearts! E’en so, with one accord, We lift them up, we lift them to the Lord.

Henry M. Butler
Points To Ponder: Man’s Loathsomeness Lifted up Jesus to die! God’s Love Lifted up Jesus that Man may Live. Today, let us Lift up Jesus to proclaim, “He Lives! He Lives!”
