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The Theme: 
 A Chosen Generation
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The Text: Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people. I Pet. 2:9

The Thots: 

Intro. It is noteworthy that while the above descriptive terms refer to the Church –
Ye…in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God…
I Pet. 2:9, 10

they are also used of Israel, the Lord’s chosen people. 
Exo. 19:5, 6; Deut. 7:6
By Comparing God’s Choice of Israel to be His people with His Choice of the Church (also to be His people), we have an insight into the Character that God wants His Chosen People to Possess, viz. both are…
A. A Chosen Generation.
I Pet. 2:9

1. For Israel:
Deut. 7:6-8
a. Their Special Status: The LORD thy God hath chosen thee to be a Special people 
unto Himself, above all people that are upon the face of the earth;

7:6
b. God Set His love upon them Not because of their Numbers.

The LORD did not set His love upon you, nor choose you, because ye were 

more in number than any people; for ye were the fewest of all people…
 7:7
c. But because He Sovereignly Loved them – because the LORD loved you

  
and because He would keep the oath which he had Sworn unto your fathers.
  7:8
2. For the Church: Ye are a chosen generation…
I Pet. 2:9

a. Our Special Status: a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a Peculiar People.

  2:9

b. God Set His Love upon us:
Rom. 5:6-10

God commendeth His love toward us, and Sent His Son to die for [us] 
c. He Sovereignly Loved us in Spite of our being in time past…
i. …without Strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly;
 5:6
ii. … yet Sinners, Christ died for us;
 5:8
iii. … (Sworn) enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son.
5:10
B. A Royal Priesthood.
I Pet. 2:9
1. For Israel: And ye shall be unto Me a kingdom of priests.
Exo. 19:6
a. But only those from the tribe of Levi could be priests.
Deut. 18:1 

The priests the Levites, and all the tribe of Levi…they shall eat the offerings of the LORD made by fire
b. And only those from the tribe of Judah could be kings:
Gen. 49:10

The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come; 

c. Thus, no one Israelite could be both a King and a Priest, except Jesus Who was…
Heb. 7:17 
…a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec. (A King-Priest)

cf. 7:1-3
2. For the Church:

All believers are both kings and priests – ye are…a royal priesthood.
I Pet. 2:9

They shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years. Rev. 20:6
C. A Holy Nation.

1. For Israel:
Exo. 19:6 
a. And ye shall be unto Me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. 
b. These are the words which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel.

Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be ye holy: for I am the LORD your God. 
Lev. 20:7
2. For the Church:
I Pet. 2:9 
But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; 
a. God’s Character: He which hath called you is holy, 
I Pet.  1:15
b. Our Conduct: so be ye holy in all manner of conversation;
1:
c. Our Commitment: Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.
1:16 cf. Lev. 20:7
D. A Peculiar People (=a people for His possession, HCSB)
1. For Israel:
Deut. 7:6, HCSB
For thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God: the LORD thy God hath chosen thee
to be a special people unto Himself, above all people that are upon the face of the earth. 
2. For the Church:
1 Pet. 2:9, HCSB
You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for His possession…

E. The Church Comprises Royal and Holy Priests:
1. We are Holy Priests to Worship Him – an holy priesthood
I Pet. 2:5
That ye may offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.

2. We are Royal Priests to Witness for Him – a royal priesthood
I Pet. 2:9, HCSB
That you may Proclaim the Praises of the One who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.

Blest inhabitants of Zion, Washed in the Redeemer’s blood!

Jesus, whom their souls rely on, Makes them kings and priests to God.

’Tis His love His people raises, Over self to reign as kings,



And as priests, His solemn praises Each for a thank offering brings.

John Newton
REFLCTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
R. 578

1. Israel had the same Calling as the Church (See Rumination above). But Israel failed to live up to their calling because it was Conditional and based on the keeping of God’s Law.


Now therefore, if ye will obey My voice indeed, and keep My covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto Me above all people.
Exo. 19:5

And he took the book of the covenant, and read in the audience of the people: and they said, All that the LORD hath said will we do, and be obedient. And Moses took the blood, and sprinkled it on the people, and said, Behold the blood of the covenant, which the LORD hath made with you concerning all these words.
Exo. 24:7-8  
However, God also made a unilateral and unconditional covenant with Abraham and his descendants, including David, to bless and prosper the nation physically and materially. [because the LORD loved you and because He would keep the oath which he had sworn unto your fathers, Deut. 7:8]. This covenant with them He would, and could, not break. The nation would prosper as promised, though in the mean time they would be sidelined for crucifying and slaying the Messiah Whom God sent. (Acts 2:23)
The question was thus asked by Paul who answered it himself:
Rom. 11:1-2 

I say then, Hath God cast away His people? God forbid. For I also am an Israelite, 
of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 
God hath not cast away his people which He foreknew.
David also attested to God’s testimony regarding His covenant:
Psa. 89:34-37 
My [God’s] covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of My lips.  
Once have I sworn by My holiness that I will not lie unto David. His seed shall endure for ever, and his throne as the sun before Me. It shall be established for ever as the moon, and as a faithful witness in heaven. Selah.

And Jeremiah confirmed it:
Jer. 31:35-37
Thus saith the LORD, which giveth the sun for a light by day, and the ordinances of the moon and of the stars for a light by night, which divideth the sea when the waves thereof roar; The LORD of hosts is His name: If those ordinances depart from before Me, saith the LORD, then the seed of Israel also shall cease from being a nation before Me for ever. Thus saith the LORD; If heaven above can be measured, and the foundations of the earth searched out beneath, I will also cast off all the seed of Israel for all that they have done, saith the LORD. 

Thus, Israel though rejected by the Lord for their rejection of their Messiah is now put aside for the time that God is now dealing with the Church, they will be restored and they will come into their calling as originally planned of God. Israel is not rejected or cast aside by God completely nor replaced by the Church.  Israel is awaiting their future day when they will be the chosen generation, a kingdom of priests, a special people on their own rights as bequeathed to them by none other than God Himself. 
Watch out for Israel today. When asked how one can prove that the Bible is the inspired Word of God in one word, the answer is “JEW”! He still exists today from Abraham’s days and God will keep His promises to establish and prosper Israel. 
He is a Covenant-keeping God. Do not give up on Israel.
REFLECT.

2. God however has a different programme for the Church. Their calling is founded on Grace and Faith in Jesus Christ and not of works:
 

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 
Not of works, lest any man should boast.

Eph.  2:8-9
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for His possession, so that you may proclaim the praises of the One who called you out of darkness into His marvellous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people…
1 Peter 2:9-10 (HCSB)
We await that day when…
1 Thes. 4:14-17 
 the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the archangel’s voice, and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are still alive will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air and so we will always be with the Lord. 
Our hope is spiritual and heavenly, not materially and earthly as with Israel.  REFLECT
Points to Ponder: As sure as Night follows Day, so God will keep the Covenants He made.
