R574_Rumination for Feb. 7, 2016.  (A Chinese New Year of the Monkey Rumination) by KC Ung
The Theme: 
 Monkeys for the Monarch.
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: …  Once every three years it returned, carrying…apes and baboons.
I Kgs. 10:22, NIV
The Thots: 

A. The Monkey in the Bible 


Intro.: Is there any Mention of the Monkey in the Bible?

There are only two parallel allusions to it in KJV- apes and peacocks [See #2] that were brought from Tarshish by navies of Solomon and Hiram to Solomon every 3 years.
I Kgs. 10:22; II Chr. 9:21

1. 
The Monkey in the Ape - Heb. qoph.

a. Etymologically - qoph - may not be Hebrew, but derived from Sanskrit `kapi' = swift, nimble, active; Greek `kepos' = long-tailed monkey. 

b. Likely refers to monkeys or baboons. No apes have been found in Palestine or adjacent regions.


Baboons were also well-known in Egypt. The god Troth was often represented by a baboon.
2. 
The Baboon in the Peacock - Heb. tukkiyim
a. Etymologically - the Heb. term is similar to an Egyptian word for monkey in inscriptions found in expeditions to Punt (Somaliland). It may be a reference to old-world monkeys from East Africa.
b. Biblically, JBP and NIV translate tukkiyim as "baboons"; and NEB "monkeys". 


…Once every three years it returned carrying gold, silver and ivory, and apes and baboons. NIV

Note: Apes and Baboons are Primates, as with, Monkeys.
B. The MONKEYS as GIFTS TO A MONARCH.
1.
The Monkeys were Periodic Gifts - Given regularly every 3 years to King Solomon.
I Kgs. 10:22

…Once every three years it returned carrying gold, silver and ivory, and apes and baboons
a.
The Search for Live Monkeys.



Solomon’s and Hiram’s navies searched for them up to Tarshish (in India? Spain? Or Africa?)

i. Cf. Jesus, Greater than Solomon, and his Search for Lost Sinners:

· Behold, a greater than Solomon is here.
Mt. 12:42
· For the Son of man is come to Seek and to Save that which was lost.
Lk. 19:10
ii. Cf. The Substance of the Saviour’s Last words:

· His Worldwide Commission to Preach the Gospel.
Mk. 16:15; Mt. 28:19, 20
He said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.

· His Witnesses sent out to Proclaim the Good News.
Acts 1:8


Ye shall be witnesses unto Me…unto the uttermost part of the earth.
b.
The Strategy to Search for Live Monkeys.
I Kgs. 10:22 
For the king had at sea a navy of Tharshish with the navy of Hiram: once in three years came the navy of Tharshish, bringing gold, and silver, ivory, and apes, and peacocks.

i. A Need to Plan – Consider the Direction (Goal); Duration and Discipline in setting up the navies.
ii. A Navy set up – “fleet of trading ships at sea”, NIV

Cp. I Kgs. 9:26

iii. A New Alliance formed with Hiram’s navy – with the navy of Hiram

Cp. I Kgs. 9:27-28

iv. A Nation involved – those not in the Navy presented gifts and resources.
I Kgs. 10:25



And they brought every man his present, vessels of silver, and vessels of gold, and garments, 


and armour, and spices, horses, and mules, a rate year by year.
c.
The Sacrifice in the Search for Live Monkeys as Gifts –
as (b) above.
2. 
The Monkeys were Peculiar but Precious Gifts.



They were Particularized, Probably as being the rarest articles on board.

a. They were Strange Gifts for a King, as Lost Sinners once were to Jesus.
i. These Sinners were once Aliens from the Commonwealth of Israel;
Eph. 2:12a

ii. And Strangers from the Covenants of Promise

Eph. 2:12b

iii. But now they are a Peculiar and Precious People unto Him.
I Pet. 2:9 cf. Exo. 19:5



Ye are a chosen generation, a royal Priesthood, an holy nation, a Peculiar people…
b. As Such, they were Special Gifts to the King.


The Search for them took two navies three years involving much Sacrifice.
I Kgs. 10:22

Today, at the Lord’s Supper,

Let us therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God…present (our) bodies as a living sacrifice, 
holy and pleasing to God; this is (our) spiritual worship. 
Rom. 12:1 (HCSB)

Let us bring our monkeys and baboons as gifts to present to Him in Worship.

Were the whole realm of nature mine, That were a present far too small;



Love so amazing, so divine, Demands my soul, my life, my all.
Isaac Watts
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 574

1. Apart from the apes and baboons that the navies of Solomon and Hiram brought back for Solomon, there were also other gifts, such as gold, silver and ivory:
For the king had at sea a navy of Tharshish with the navy of Hiram: once in three years came the navy of Tharshish, bringing gold, and silver, ivory, and apes, and peacocks.



I Kgs. 10:22
His citizens who remained behind also gave him gold every year to the amount of 25 tons:

The weight of gold that came to Solomon annually was 25 tons.
I Kgs. 10:14, HCSB

Besides this he also received gifts (presumably of gold as well) from other sources:

…from merchants, traders’ merchandise, and all the Arabian kings and governors of the land. 
1 Kgs 10:15 (HCSB) 

Solomon had so much gold that…


King Solomon made 200 large shields of hammered gold; 15 pounds of gold went into each shield. He made 300 small shields of hammered gold; about four pounds of gold went into each shield. The king also made a large ivory throne and overlaid it with fine gold.
1 Kgs 10:16-18 (HCSB)
All of King Solomon’s drinking cups were gold, and all the utensils of the House of the Forest of Lebanon were pure gold.
1 Kings 10:21 (HCSB) 
There was this fixation on gold. Even though, his subjects and friends had presented him with so much gold, he still sent out his navy to search for more!
This would be disobedience to God’s special command to kings in Deut. 17:17 – 

 Neither shall he [the king] multiply wives to himself, that his heart turn not away: 
neither shall he greatly multiply to himself silver and gold.
King Solomon in his last days multiplied silver and gold (see above) and wives as well –

He had 700 wives who were princesses and 300 concubines, and they turned his heart away ⌊from the LORD⌋. 
1 Kings 11:3 (HCSB) 

Solomon started well but ended badly!
Today, believers still seek after the material things of this earth. They do not heed the Lord’s promise and exhortation – Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be provided for you. 
Matt. 6:33 (HCSB) 

Will this be the challenge for you to obey this Chinese New Year? 

REFLECT.

2. When Solomon started his reign, he sought God and God kept His promise to him:
I will therefore do what you have asked. I will give you a wise and understanding heart, 
so that there has never been anyone like you before and never will be again. In addition, 
I will give you what you did not ask for: both riches and honor, so that no man in any kingdom will be your equal during your entire life. If you walk in My ways and keep My statutes and commands just as your father David did, I will give you a long life.” 
1 Kgs. 3:12-14 (HCSB) 
But he ended his reign poorly (see #1 above), though he started well.
REFLECT.

---------------------------------
My wife and I would like to take this occasion to wish all our Chinese brethren

A Blessed, Bountiful and Fruitful Chinese New Year.
May the Lord prosper you as He did for:

Joseph - the LORD made all that he did to prosper in his hand. 

Gen. 39:3, 23


Joshua - This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate 
therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.


Josh. 1:8
Points To Ponder: Solomon began well. But ended badly with much gold and multiplied


 wives. Ensure that you commence and conclude your Christian life well.
Note: For those interested in the notes, view the powerpoint slides and listen to my study on The Chinese New Year of the Monkey do visit: http://www.berita-bethel-ung.com/messages-pps/BWGH_2016-Chinese-New-Year-of-the-Monkey.ppsx. 
