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The Theme: 
 Continuing Steadfastly …
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: … And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, 


(and) in breaking of bread, (and) in prayers
Acts 2:42
The Thots: 


Intro. 
Consider the Character of the first Church in the New Covenant.
Acts 2:42-47


“Church” in 2:47 is the first occurrence in the New Testament.

A. The Church’s continuity…
They continued stedfastly
Acts 2:42 cf. 2:46

"Continued stedfastly" translates just one Greek word = faithfulness, steadfastness. 
1. …In Fervency, not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord. 
Rom. 12:11

2. …In Faithfulness, He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much. 
Lk. 16:10

3. …In Functionality, as a member of the Body of Christ. 
Eph. 4:15, 16

But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into Him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.

B. The Church’s Activities - 
(1) in the apostles' doctrine and (2) fellowship, 

and (3) in breaking of bread, and (4) in prayers
1. The Studying of the apostles’ doctrine.
Acts 2:42
a. Doctrine refers to the act of teaching, not so much the subject of teaching.

i.e. Discipling, thus, Go ye therefore, and teach [make disciples, NKJV] all nations…Mt. 28:19 
It embraces Doctrine with Decorum; Character with Conduct.

b. It involves Study and Search of the Scriptures: (Daily? See 2:46 – continuing daily)
And Give Diligence to…rightly Dividing the word of truth.
II Tim. 2:15
They received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, 
whether those things were so. 
Acts 17:11
c. It is Apostles’ Doctrine, not doctrines of men. 
Mt. 15:9

But in vain they do worship Me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.

2. The Social Community of Fellowship.
Acts 2:42 cf. I Jn. 1:3, 6, 7
a. that ye also may have fellowship with us (i.e. apostles, cf. doctrine of apostles)
· i.e. Fellowship with the Word.
b. and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. 
If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie, 
and do not the truth: 
· Fellowship with the Word leads to fellowship with the Father and the Son 

and it must show up in the Walk!
c. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with 
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. 
· Fellowship with one another is marked by a Clean and Clear Conscience in our relationships.
3. The Supper of the Lord – the breaking of bread
Acts 2:42
 
a. Its Abuse: beware of any selfish Disposition.
1 Cor. 11:20
b. Its Administration: “Do this” as the Lord Did.
1 Cor. 11:23-26
c. Its Adoration – this do in remembrance of Me.
I Cor. 11:24, 25
It’s a Remembrance of Him that leads to His Reverence.
d. Its Admonition: let a mam examine himself…
1 Cor. 11:27-30
e. Its Advice: show the Lord’s death till He come.  
1 Cor.11:26 
4. The Supplication. "In prayers" 
Acts 2:42
Cf. The Supplication in the Prayers:
1 Tim. 2:1 
I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, 

and giving of thanks, be made for all men; 
a. The Petition in prayer
- "Supplications" 

In Public Prayer (as at the Lord’s Supper as well): be Specific, Short, Simple and Sincere.

b. The People in the prayer
- "Intercessions" – know them and know their needs.
c. The Praise in the prayer 
- "Giving of thanks."
d. The Prayer in our prayer for the General Good – “all”

I Tim. 2:1-3
i. For Potentates and for all men – for kings, and for all that are in authority;
ii. For Peace:  that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. 
For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour" 
Heavenly fount! Thy streams of blessing Oft have cheered us on our way:

By Thy power and grace unceasing, We continue to this day.
Anonymous
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
R572
1. Consider the practical commitments of the early church’s continuity:
Acts 2:46, 47
And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.
All that believed were together and they shared a common purpose, with singleness of heart, and had all things common (2:46). They even shared their possessions among those in need. They did so with gladness (2:46) when they were in the temple and when they met in each other’s house (from house to house). Such was their practical testimony of care and charity (love) for one another leading them to gain favour with all the people. (2:47). But above all, they were doing all this with gladness (2:46) and praising God (2:47a) at the same time. They had no other ulterior motive in mind. [See #2 below.]
Did the early church practise Socialism and Communism? What is the difference?

Is your Church showing this Care and Charity (Love) in your Community? REFLECT.
2. It is no wonder then that the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved. 


(Acts 2:47b).  
It is the Lord Who is doing the saving and the adding – not man’s doctrines, nor men’s promotional methods or material enticements, or the use of subtle monetary means, etc. 
–Not by might, nor by power, but by My spirit, saith the LORD of hosts, Zech. 4:6
Man is Saved only by the Lord’s Sovereign Grace – "Such as Should be Saved" 
 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. (Eph. 2:8, 9)

Yet, recently, the leader of a religious group in Malaysia alleged that Christian missionaries used various material means to entice the poor and the uneducated in the country where they serve to become Christians. He was reportedly to have said…
“Unfortunately, after being rejected in Europe, Christian missionaries have taken their teachings to those African countries where the people are far from being educated and civilised. They have also taken these teachings to the interior areas of our country, such as in Sabah and Sarawak.

“They have spread their religion not by using knowledge and reasoned argument, but by baiting their targets with money and other forms of aid. People who are hemmed in by the difficulties of living would easily accept their assistance and, in the end, become influenced by them.

“This is transgression in the name of religion. It is a danger that must be fought.”

Using as an example the experience of a Canadian woman who embraced Islam, but whom he didn’t name, (he) alleged that Christian preachers would often back down from challenges to debate with their Muslim counterparts because “they know they would lose.”

http://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/nation/2016/01/18/christianity-rejected-by-the-educated-says-hadi/
Now consider what Paul said of such so-called boast of human worldly wisdom:

Brothers, consider your calling: Not many are wise from a human perspective, not many powerful, not many of noble birth. Instead, God has chosen what is foolish in the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen what is weak in the world to shame the strong.  God has chosen what is insignificant and despised in the world—what is viewed as nothing—to bring to nothing what is viewed as something, so that no one can boast in His presence.  But ⌊it is⌋ from Him that you are in Christ Jesus, who became God-given wisdom for us—⌊our⌋ righteousness, sanctification, and redemption, in order that, as it is written: The one who boasts must boast in the Lord. 
I Cor. 1:26-31 (HCSB)

God and the Gospel is not for the Worldly Wise.
REFLECT.
Points to Ponder: 
It takes the “Foolishly” Wise to Recognise the “Worldly Wise” Who is Really Foolish.
