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The Theme: 
 The Cross
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The Text:  For the Preaching of the cross is to them that Perish foolishness.
I Cor. 1:18
The Thots: 

A. The Picture and Prophecy of the Cross.
Num. 21: 9 cf.  Jn. 3:14

1. The Picture Foreshadowed:
Num. 21:9

Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass, 
that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived. 
2. The Prediction Fulfilled
Jn. 3:14, 15

a. The Pole Points to the Cross – Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole. 
Num.  21:9a
b. The Serpent on the pole was the Saviour made Sin for us. 

As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness even so must the Son of man be lifted up. 
Jn. 3:14
He [God] made the One [Jesus] Who did not know sin to be sin for us, 
so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
II Cor. 5:21, HCSB
c. A Look to the Serpent offered Life, as a Look to the Saviour offers Eternal Life: 
Num. 21:9b,Jn. 3:15
i. It came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived. 
ii. …Whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.
Jn. 3:(14) 15
B. The Person on the Cross
Phil. 2:8
1. He was the One Who humbled Himself, and became Obedient unto death, even the death of the Cross.
2. He was the One Sentenced to be Crucified on the Cross, Jesus Christ.
Matt. 27:31 
After that they had mocked Him, they…led Him away to crucify Him.
C. The Purpose of the Crucified Christ on the Cross (Tree).
I Pet. 2:24
Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree, 
that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness.
1. God’s Decree to Man concerning the Penalty for disobedience.
Gen. 2:16, 17

And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: 
But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: 
for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. 
2. Man’s Disobedience and Punishment.
Gen. 3:17-19
Unto Adam He said, Because thou…hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake…for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.
3. Jesus’ Died in Man’s Place so that Man can Live.
I Pet. 2:24
Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live. 
a. He died for those without Strength…Christ died for the ungodly.
Rom. 5:6
b. While we were yet Sinners, Christ died for us
Rom. 5:8

c. For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, 
much more, being reconciled, we shall be Saved by His life.
Rom. 5:10
D. The Products of the Cross.

1. Because He Died, I Live – no more under the Penalty of Sin which is Death.
Cf. Rom. 6:23
2. Because He Died, I Die – to Self and Sin, and Live to my Lord.
Rom. 5:11
a. that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness.
I Pet. 2:24b

b. I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me. Gal. 2:20
c. Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.
E. The Preaching/Proclamation of the Cross.
I Cor. 1:18, 23
1. To the Perishing Gentiles it is Stupidity (Foolishness): 
I Cor. 1:18a
For the Preaching of the cross is to them that Perish foolishness; 
2. To the Chosen People, the Jews: it is a Stumbling block – they cannot accept Jesus as their Messiah!
We Preach Christ Crucified, unto Jews a stumblingblock, and unto Gentiles foolishness;
1:23
3. To Christians, unto us which are Saved it is the Power of God. 
I Cor. 1:18b
For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 
Rom. 1:16
At the Lord’s Supper, we remember the Christ of the Cross Who Bore our sins on His own Body on the tree!
On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross, The emblem of suffering and shame;

And I love that old cross where the dearest and best For a world of lost sinners was slain.

So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross, Till my trophies at last I lay down;


I will cling to the old rugged cross, And exchange it some day for a crown.
George Bennard
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 570
1. When we refer to the Cross, we are not referring to the crucifix – a symbolic representation of the cross on which Christ was crucified. 
Do you ever wonder why the pole on which Moses put the brazen serpent has not been found, and thereby preserved as a relic? It would have become an idol for worship as in the case of so many so-called historic relics. To worship such an instrument would be guilty of idolatry.
For the Preaching of the cross is to them that Perish foolishness; 
I Cor. 1:18, 23

We Preach Christ Crucified, unto Jews a stumblingblock, and unto Gentiles foolishness.

The cross is preached and proclaimed today, not in reference to a physical, material or idolatrous symbol, but rather, to the preaching or proclamation of the Christ Who was Crucified there to bear our sins as our Substitute. 

To the Jews, this crucified Jesus could not be their Messiah. They expected a King to free them from the Roman yoke, hence, their rejection of Him.
It was a Stumblingblock to their acceptance of Him as their Promised Messiah.
To the Gentiles, the idea of Jesus being their Substitute – One, bearing the sins of many and the offer to forgive their sins if they believe, is plain foolishness – it is Stupidity!
However, to those who accept Jesus as their Substitute and Saviour from Sin’s penalty of eternal punishment in hell, it is the demonstration of the Power of God unto their Salvation. (Rom. 1:16, HCSB)

Paul states specifically: I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is God’s power for salvation to everyone who believes, first to the Jew, and also to the Greek [or Gentile].
The message of the Christ on the Cross is therefore extended to everyone who believes be he/she a Jew or Gentile for…
 

…to all who did receive Him, He gave them the right to be children of God, to those who believe in His name, 
John 1:12 (HCSB)
The one who has the Son has life. The one who doesn’t have the Son of God does not have life.
1 John 5:12 (HCSB)
And finally the Challenge of the Christ on the Cross is this:
Luke 14:27 
And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after Me, cannot be My disciple. 
The empty cross is not a symbolic representation of Christianity.
[See #2 below]

It is the Crucified Christ on the Cross that has a message to tell.
Do you know this Message of the Cross yourself and to proclaim it to others?
REFLECT
2. Today the empty symbol of the cross is regarded as a representation connected with Christianity. Of course, it is not. It is waved superstitiously to frighten away spirits and ghosts. And recently, to frighten human beings too! Some followers of a certain religion claim that its shape or shadow can influence their followers to leave their religion for, certainly not true Christianity, but to their idea of what “Christianity” is in their own minds. Thus, a cross on a church building or the shape of one in the space between adjoining open air-wells in such buildings, can cause emotive sensitivities to protest against such symbols (imaginary or otherwise) to have them removed or repainted over. Red crosses on ambulances must be transformed to green crescents; century-old crosses on flags of countries suddenly loom as threats that can offend their religion and must be replaced. And some wear it as ornaments for protection – against human predators? The power of the empty cross seems to be more powerful than the invitation of the Crucified Christ on the Cross inviting sinners to trust in Him as their Substitute and Saviour!  
Do you wonder at the power of the Cross – which cross?
REFLECT.
Points To Ponder: The sign of the cross is reputed to frighten away ghosts; 


Today its shadow can even scare religious humans!
