R569 - Special New Year Rumination for Jan 03, 2016
by KC Ung
The Theme: 
 All thinGs new (Special New Year Rumination)
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text:  Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; 

behold, all things are become new.

II Cor. 5:17
The Thots: 

Intro.  The first Lord’s Day in 2016 is three days away. 


Today (Friday) is New Year’s Day. 

See Reflections for the Week.
“New” in II Cor. 5:15 is translated from two Greek words, kainos and neos.
“kainos” = 
new in quality, as with a Change of Character, where old things are passed away; 


 and behold, all things are become new.
II Cor. 5:17
“neos” = new in time, as Coming into a new Circumstance (Existence or Environment)

“new”, i.e. (of persons) youthful, or (of things) fresh; figurative regenerate :- new, young.  Strong 

A. The New (kainos = Never existed before) Man – 


1. It is the Never-existed-Before Body of Christ – the Church.
Eph. 2:15, 16
Having abolished in His flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; 
for to make in Himself of twain one new man, so making peace; And that He might reconcile both 
 unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby.

· This one new man is the one body of Christ.
a. The Concept of the Body of Christ, the Church, was Concealed in the Old Testament. Eph. 3:5, 6

Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto His holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; That the Gentiles should be fellow-heirs, and of the same body…
b. Its Composition was revealed and Committed to Paul.
Eph. 3:8-9; see #2
Unto me…is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; and to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ
· The Church is the Mystery Concealed in the Past but now Revealed in the Present.

2. The New Body of Christ – its Composition.
a. It is the New Man (Race). In it there is No Skin-colour Difference, no Jew or Gentile. 
Eph. 2:15, 14-18

Now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 
2:13
i. The Enmity in the Law between Jews (Committed to keeping it) and Gentiles (not Concerned with it) was Rendered inoperative by Christ so that it was no more a Barrier Between the two.
2:15
Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; 
for to make in Himself of twain one new man, so making peace;

ii. The Enmity having been Removed, and both having been Reconciled by the Cross, 
a new Entity was Created, where Jews and Gentiles become one in the Body of Christ.
2:16

And that He might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby.
b. It is the New Body – In it there is No Social Distinction, no Bond or Free. 
I Cor. 12:12f
For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, 
whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. 
c. It is the New Baptism – In it there is No Sexual Discrimination, no Male or Female.
Gal. 3:27, 28a 
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: 
· for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. Gal. 3:28b
B. The New (kainos = Never existed before) Things
1. We are a New Creature (Creation)
II Cor. 5:17, HCSB

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, ⌊he is⌋ a new Creation; old things have passed away, 
and look, new things have come. 
· The Christian is a new Creation in Christ, a Creation that has never existed before, 
a Creation with a new Character and with a new way of life.

2. We have a New Life in Christ. Therefore, we need… 
Eph. 4:24
a. To Put On the New Man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.
b. And Put Off the Old Man, our former Manner of life. Thus,
i. That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt 
according to the deceitful lusts; 
Eph. 4:22, KJV

Cf. You took off your former way of life, the old self that is corrupted by deceitful desires; Eph. 4:22,HCSB
ii. Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds.
Col. 3:9
· Let 2016 see the New Man alive in you, and the Old Man Crucified with Christ.
Gal. 2:20
3. For now, we have a New Covenant to keep. We are Committed to remember Christ often. I Cor.11:25 (HCSB)
In the same way, after supper ⌊He⌋ also ⌊took⌋ the cup and said, “This cup is the new covenant 
established by My blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
Thy body, broken for my sake, My bread from Heaven shall be;


The testamental cup I take, And thus remember Thee.
J. Montgomery
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 569
1. Among the other New Things apart from those discussed in the main Rumination above, there are two other new things that we need to consider too for this New Year, viz.

One that has to do with the Present while the other has to do with the Prospective future.

For the present: A New Commandment.
Jn. 13:34

A new (kainos) commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; 
as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.

The Old Ten Commandments of the Law have been annulled as Israel failed to keep it.

Col. 2:14

Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, 

and took it out of the way, nailing it to His cross;

However, the Ten Commandments (though now put aside) can be Summed up 

in Two commandments as the Lord Himself did, as follows:
Mk. 12:29-31 

The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord: 
And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. 

And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 
There is none other commandment greater than these.

But to those of us in the New Body of Christ, He gives us a New Commandment, Jn. 13:34
A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; 
as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.

Can this be your New Year Resolution for 2016, also keeping in mind the Two Commandments that the Lord Himself sumarised of the Ten Commandments?

Why not start by renewing your love for God and for Christ as Peter did (Jn. 21:15-17) 
and forgive all who have hurt your feelings in the past year?

In turn, that you yourself will ask for forgiveness from God 
and from those whose feelings you have hurt?

And from henceforth to love God, one another and each other that comes across you from this New Year Day onwards.
RFLECT
2. For the Prospective Future: A New Creation to Contemplate upon.
II Pet. 3:13
 Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteousness.

Consider His Promise:
Jn. 14:1-3
Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in Me. 
In My Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. 
I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, 
I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. 

Jesus is coming again and He will take us to be with Him when He comes to gather those who have gone ahead of us. Their bodies will be resurrected and they will be given new bodies, as well as we; then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.  (I Thes. 4:17). 

Consider Your Prospect:

In the meanwhile, let us look for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ (Tit. 2:13)
And Consider your Present Posture:

In the light that there is a new creation awaiting us and that the old creation will be destroyed as, on that ⌊day⌋ the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, the elements will burn and be dissolved, and the earth and the works on it will be disclosed. Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, ⌊it is clear⌋ what sort of people you should be in holy conduct and godliness as you wait for and earnestly desire the coming of the day of God. The heavens will be on fire and be dissolved because of it, and the elements will melt with the heat. But based on His promise, we wait for the new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness will dwell. 2 Peter 3:10-13 (HCSB)  
REFLECT

Points To Ponder: 
Resolve this New Year to put off the old man and put on the new man.  (Col. 3:9, 10)
Note: I would like to take this occasion to thank all faithful Prayer-Partners who have been following these weekly Lord’s Day Ruminations to prepare themselves to Remember and Revere the Lord at the Lord’s Supper, and the Encouragement given me by your Loving Remarks to spur me on in this ministry now and again.
Thank you as I continue to wait on the Lord this New Year to serve you all as best I can in His sovereign will.
My wife and I wish all Prayer-Partners
And Your Families
A Blessed and Fruitful New Year.
