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The Text:    When we remembered Zion.
Psa. 137:1
The Thots: 

A. Israel Remembered Zion, and Wept.
We wept, when we remembered Zion.
Psa. 137:1-4
1. They hanged up their harps in Sorrow.
We hanged our harps upon the willows
137:2

2. Their captors requested them to Sing.
”Sing us one of the songs of Zion.”
137:3

3. They could not sing the Lord’s Song.
How shall we sing the Lord's song in a strange land?
137:4

B. Israel asked that they not forget Zion, and Vowed
Psa. 137:5, 7


1. If they forgot, let them lose their skill in Music

137:5


If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning.

2. If they did not remember, let them be Mute.

137:6


If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth.

C. Israel will be remembered on Mount Zion, and shout!

Rev. 14:1-3

The Father’s Name is written on their foreheads – they are remembered.

And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him 

an hundred forty and four thousand, having his Father's name written in their foreheads.

1. They Remain no more in a strange land – they are on Mount Zion!

14:1


Lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with Him an hundred forty and four thousand.

2. They are the Redeemed from the earth; they are no more captives!

14:3


The hundred and forty and four thousand, which were Redeemed from the earth

3. They Rejoice with their harps – their harps no more hang on the willows.

14:2


I heard the voice of harpers harping with their harps.

4. Their Refrain is ever the new song that only they can sing.

14:3

a. It is the Song of the Lord.

cf. Psa. 137:4

b. It is the Song of Moses – the Song of Redemption from the Land of Egypt.
15:3 cf. Exo. Ch. 15

c. It is the Song of the Lamb:


15:3


Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints.

D. The Church will Revere on Mount Zion and they are on their way.
Heb. 12:22-24, 28

Ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, to the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect.
12:22, 23

1. For Company, the Church will have angels and spirits of men made perfect.
12:22-23

2. The City they are going to is that of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem.
12:22

3. The Covenant that makes it possible is through the blood of Jesus.
12:24

4. The Commitment for now

12:28


 Let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear:

a. Let us Rejoice in His grace – 

Rom. 5:2


We have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.

b. Let us Render service, i.e. worship God acceptably with reverence and awe
12:28, NIV

Serve (Gk. latreuo) = to minister (to God), i.e. render religious homage:--serve, do the service, worship

i. Let us harp with Music in our hearts in Reverence of Him.
Cf. Psa. 137:5

ii. Let us not be Mute in our Remembrance of Him.
Cf. Psa. 137:6

iii. Let us in Mind and spirit Remember Jesus as we take of the Cup of the Covenant.
I Cor. 11:25


"This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me."

Come, ye that love the Lord, and let your joys be known.

Join in a song with sweet accord, and thus surround the throne.

Let those who refuse to sing Who never knew our God;

But children of the heavenly king, Must speak their joys abroad.

We’re marching to Zion, Beautiful, beautiful Zion;

We’re marching upward to Zion, The beautiful city of God.

Dr. Waltz
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK

R. 561
1. Has the nation of Israel a role to play in God’s future programme? 
Today, God has set them aside for their gross transgression in rejecting their Messiah and crucifying Him on the cross. In their place (not replacing them though), God has taken in a new people called the Church, the Body of Christ, consisting of both Jews and Gentiles who have believed in Jesus as their Saviour (I Cor. 12:12, 13; Jn. 1:12). In this Body, the Church, of which Christ is the Head, there is neither Jew nor Gentile, bond nor free, male nor female (Gal. 3:28), but all are one in Him.
The day will dawn when Jesus will come and take His Church into heaven to be with Him. This event is known as the Rapture. All those who are asleep (dead) in Christ will be raised from their graves, as Jesus, the Firstfruits was. Then together with the believers who are still alive, all will be caught up to meet Him in the air to be taken into heaven where they will be with Him forevermore. (I These. 4:13-17)

The Jews (the nation of Israel in general) and the Gentiles who have not believed in Him will then be dealt with by God Himself on earth. For their great transgression in crucifying His Son, God will punish them by subjecting them through what is known as The Great Tribulation (Matt. 24:20-22) that had never happened before nor will ever occur again in the future. The believing remnant of the Jews (“the elect”) from among them will be saved and they will march forward to possess the kingdom on earth that God had promised them (see # 2 below). 
God cannot leave them out of His future programme because of His unconditional covenant with Abraham with whom He had promised that his seed (descendants) will inherit God’s kingdom on earth
The evidence of this miracle happening is the very existence of Israel from the time Jerusalem was razed to the ground and the Jews scattered to the four corners of the world to this present time. All other ancient civilisations have disappeared from the earthly scene but not Israel from the time of Abraham up to now.

The nation of Israel today is a testimony to the verity of God’s prophetic Word and revelation.  

Look at Israel and see what God is doing today and be prepared for tomorrow.
REFLECT.

2. According to The New Unger’s Bible Dictionary, ZION was originally the rock escarpment on the ridge between the Kidron and the Tyropeoean valleys of Jerusalem….By the fourth century the name of Zion was adapted to the southern portion of the western hill.
Theological Use. 
Zion has a threefold significance in the bible apart from its original historical significance.

David’s City. In the OT Zion refers to Jerusalem, the city that David conquered and made a capital of the united kingdom of Israel (1 Chron. 11:5; Psalm 2:6; Isaiah 2:3).

The Millennial City. In a prophetic sense, Zion has reference to Jerusalem as the future capital city of the nation Israel in the Kingdom age (Isaiah 1:27; Isaiah 2:3; Isaiah 4:1-6; Joel 3:16; Zech. 1:16-17; Zech. 8:3-8; Romans 11:26)…
The Heavenly City. The NT also refers to Zion as the New Jerusalem (Hebrews 12:22-24), the eternal city into which the church will be received (cf. Rev. 21-22).

For Israel, they will be looking forward to Zion, their Jerusalem and capital city during the time of the Millennium. There the Lord will Restore them to their privileged state in the world, His Son will Reign as the Prince of Peace over it, and all Gentile nations will be attracted to Zion. Read Zechariah 8:1-23 for full details. Also cf. Rev. 14:1-4
For the Church: Zion is the New Jerusalem (Heb. 12:22-24) towards which we are all heading. It is there that we shall meet our God and King, Jesus the Mediator of the New Covenant, the myriads of angels that have been watching over us when we were on earth and the multitudes of the faithful Old Testament saints of whom we had heard so much but never met. Oh what a glorious reunion and gathering it will be. Are you looking forward to the Heavenly Zion? If so, how are you preparing for that day?

REFLECT
Points To Ponder: We are marching towards Heavenly Zion, but we are not Zionists!
