R551_(R50) Rumination for August 23, 2015

by K.C. Ung 
The Theme: 
All Things New
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; 

behold, all things have become new. 
II Cor. 5:17


And He that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new.
Rev. 21:5
The Thots:
 

There are two occasions when a person can look to all things new – 
1) when he is transformed into a new creation on believing in Christ – 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; 
behold, all things have become new. 

II Cor. 5:17
2) and when he lives in the new creation after the old has been destroyed and passed away:
Behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and the former shall not be remembered…
Isa. 65:17
…the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat…Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth…
II Pet. 3:12f 
However, while we are still on earth, we need to…
A. Beware of the New Cart
 
II Sam. 6:3, 7
1. The Goodly Resolve:

a. David had good intentions when he Sought to bring the Ark of God back to Jerusalem.
6:2

i. He would give God his best Form of transport – a new cart.
6:3a

ii. He would give God his most Faithful men – Uzzah and Ahio – to drive the cart.
6:3b

b. Uzzah had good intentions when he Stretched out his hand to Steady the Ark.
6:6 

2. However, consider God’s Regulations:

a. The Ark must be carried by its Staves on the Shoulders of the Levcites.
I Chr. 15:15

b. The Ark must be carried only by the Lord’s Levites.
I Chr. 15:2

3. The Grievous Results (when the Regulations were not observed):

a. Uzzah was Smitten dead for Steadying the Ark when the oxen Stumbled.
II Sam. 6:7

b. Consequently, David was Separated from the Ark when he was Scared to bring it back.   6:9, 10

4. The Great lessons to Remember.

a. Take care not to do the Right things in the wRong way. 


Do not leave the ancient ways for new unproved byways.
Jer. 18:15, NIV


Yet My people have forgotten Me; they … made them stumble in their ways


and in the ancient paths. They made them walk in bypaths and on roads not built up.

b. New ways are not Necessary God’s ways, no matter how Noble our intention. 
B. Be Careful of the New Cloth and the New Wine 
Mt. 9:16, 17
1. The Context – Jesus was eating with sinners and publicans (tax collectors) 
Mt. 9:10, 11


The Pharisees and John’s disciples could not Comprehend how this Could be.
9:11, 14

2. The Contrast in Conduct:

a. John’s Disciples and the Pharisees were Fasting –



Like the Pharisees, they stressed more on their being Righteous in keeping the Ritual 


of fasting rather than they being sinners needing to Repent.
Mk. 1:4

b. On the other hand, Jesus and his Disciples were “Feasting” – 


Like their Master, the disciples’ mission was to heal the Sick and Save Sinners.
9:13


I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.

3. The illustrative Comparisons given in reply:

a. The Bride’s Guests could not fast as long as the Bridegroom was present.


9:15

b. An old Garment tear could not be patched with new unshrunk cloth – it would make the tear worse. 9:16

c. New wine would Give out or the wineskins would burst, if poured into old wineskins.

9:17


The Conclusion:  Jesus’ new doctrine could not mix with old Judaism.
Mk. 1:27 cf. Acts 17:19

C. Be Aware of the New Covenant in His Blood.  
I Cor. 11:25, NIV

"This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me."
1. Remember the Lord according to His Commandment – bring not other items in to crowd Him out.

2. Change it not – use not a new Cart, so-called up-to-date, but out of His dictates. 

3. Compromise it not – keep the Cloth and the wine new, as often as you do it until He comes.
Lord, teach us Thy ways. Teach us to do the right things in the right way, 

And not from Thine ancient paths to stray 

Keep us from walking in bypaths and roads not built up,

Or even using new carts because we think they are up to the mark.
KC Ung
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. These days we are attracted by things that are new. Somehow, it is perceived that new things are better. In fact, today’s new things do not seem to be made to last. 
This is so, so that there will be a continuous flow of new things to attract and distract us. 
They tend to introduce new trends and shape even new life-styles and fashions that keep on changing so that one has to keep up-to-date.

However, there are also some groups who treasure old and “ancient” things. 

Today they are sought after as antiques and heritage items.  And certainly these relics were made to last and some have endured the changes and challenges of time to keep their shine even up to now.

Perhaps we should consider these ancient Statements from Scriptures concerning…
· God: He is the Ancient of Days. 
Dan. 7:13, 9, 22
I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought Him near before Him.  

and He changes not. 
Mal. 3:6
For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.
· Jesus: He changes not –  
Heb. 13:8
Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. 

· God’s Word: It changes not – 
Mt. 5:18
For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, 
one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. 
Likewise the Promises in His Word: 
II Cor. 1:20

For all the promises of God in Him are yea, and in Him Amen, unto the glory of God…

In the light of the above, therefore we should…
1 John 2:15-17, ASV
Not Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. 
If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 

For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes 
and the vain glory of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth away,
and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.


Romans 12:1-2 (ASV) 

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to…

present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service. 

And be not fashioned according to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, and ye may prove what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.
Are you prepared to do the above (as highlighted in bold)?
REFLECT
2. One future day God will create a new earth and new heavens: 
Isa. 65:17; 66: 22

For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: 
and the former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind.  

For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will make, shall remain before Me…
But this new age has not dawned yet.  
However there are those who declare it has; 
hence, the New Age Movement which is a false movement. 
See: http://www.gotquestions.org/new-age-movement.html
Do have nothing to do with it. 
REFLECT
Things To Ponder: Beware of Doing Right Things the Wrong Way.
