R544_(R45)  - Rumination for July 05, 2015
by K.C. Ung 
The Theme: 
The New Covenant 
berita-bethel-ung.com

The Text: 
Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant….
Jer. 31:31; Heb. 8:8
The Thots:
 

Intro. : Consider these Covenant Characteristics, viz. the Parties, Prerequisites, Promises, Product and Protection.

A. The New Covenant between God and Israel.
Jer. 31:3; Heb. 8:8

The New Covenant with the Old Covenant Contrasted
Heb. 8:8-13

	No.
	Charact- eristics
	The New Covenant
	Jer. 31:
	Heb.
	The Old Covenant
	Ref.

	1. 
	The Parties:
	God and Israel and Judah
	31
	8:8
	God and Israel
	Exo. 19:5

	2. 
	The Period:
	Future: Behold the days come…
	27, 31,38
	8:8
	Past: in the day when I took them…out of … Egypt
	Heb. 8:9

	3. 
	The Prerequisites:
	Unconditional: I will…


	31-34
	8:10

ct. 8:9
	Conditional – if ye will obey…
	Exo. 8:5

Heb. 8:9, 13

	4. 
	The Promises:
	God’s laws written in their minds and…on their hearts
God will be their God.

They shall be God’s People.

The earth will be full of the Knowledge of God.

There will be no more a Remembrance of Sin
	33a

33b

33c

34a

34b
	8:10

8:12
	God’s laws written on tablets of stone.

God would be their God.

They would be God’s Peculiar People and Priests.

The Earth is the Lord’s and they would be a kingdom of priests to pass on the Knowledge of God.

There was a Remembrance of Sin and Atonement was to be made yearly
	Exo. 19:5, 6

Heb. 10:3

	5. 
	The Pledge

(Security/ Warranty)
	The Shed Blood of Christ once for all
	
	9:14, 28a, 10:10
	Not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins.
	Heb. 10:4  cf. 9:18-22

	6. 
	The Product
	A Success
	
	8:13
	A Failure.
	Heb. 8:9    cf. Acts 7:53


B. The New Covenant between Christ and the Church.


This is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Mt. 28:28, NIV


This is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many.
Mk. 14:24, NIV

 
This cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is poured out for you.
Lk. 22:20, NIV

1. The Parties:
Christ and the many believers in Him.
– My blood…shed for many 

2. The Period:
The Present
– This is…
3. The Prerequisites: 
Unconditional, based on personal faith 
– poured out for you

4. The Promises: 
No more a Remembrance of sin 
– for the forgiveness of sins
5. The Pledge: 
The shed blood of Christ 
– This is My blood of the covenant
6. The Product:
Remembrance of Him at the Lord’s Supper 
– This cup is the new covenant


Cf. I Cor. 11:25
C. My Covenant with the Lord.

Today even as I Remember the Lord at the Lord’s Supper on this first day of the week, may I Resolve…
1. To be Rightly Related with the Lord always.
Heb. 8:10

Cf. I will be to them a God, and they shall be to Me a people


2. To Regularly Read His Word every day.
Heb. 8:10
Cf. I will put My laws into their mind

3. To Review my Conduct and my “Covenant” to participate at His Supper Worthily.
Cf. I Cor. 11:27, 28
But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.

4. Thus, to Remember and Revere the Lord with His people as often as I can (every Lord’s Day?) I Cor. 11:26
Cf. This cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is poured out for you.
Lk. 22:20, NIV
Cf. This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, in remembrance of Me.
I Cor. 11:25, NIV

Their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more.
Heb. 8:12

His oath, His covenant, His blood, Support me in the whelming flood.
When all around my soul gives way, He then is all my Hope and Stay.



On Christ the solid Rock I stand, All other ground is sinking sand.
Ed​ward Mote
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 544

1. The New Covenant was specifically stated as made between God and the house of Israel,
and with the house of Judah:
Jer. 31:31
This is repeated and confirmed by the writer to the Hebrews:
Heb. 8:8-10

Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel 
and with the house of Judah: 

The New Covenant was also referred to when the Lord instituted the Lord’s Supper for the Church, as…
I Cor.11:25 cf. Mt. 26:28; Mk.14:24; Lk. 22:20
After the same manner also He took the cup, when He had supped, saying, 
This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.

Consequently, four viewpoints stand out with regard to what the New Covenant is, viz.

(a) It is a covenant that will be made between God and the nation of Israel (the house of Israel,

and with the house of Judah), and which will be completely fulfilled spiritually, materially and literally in the future.

(b) It is a covenant made with the Church which has replaced Israel because of their rebellion and which will be fulfilled spiritually in the Church. Israel has no more part in it.
(c) It refers to the original covenant between God and Israel which will be ultimately fulfilled completely in the future (behold the days come) but in the meanwhile has been extended spiritually to the Church in the present.

(d) There are two different New Covenants made between God and Israel, and the Church respectively.

One thing is sure – you, as a Christian, are enjoying the benefits of the New Covenant associated with the Lord’s Supper. Are you observing its conditions as laid down by the Lord Himself as follows?
 
I Corinthians 11:23-32 (HCSB) 

For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: On the night when He was betrayed, the Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and said, “This is My body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way, after supper ⌊He⌋ also ⌊took⌋ the cup and said, “This cup is the new covenant established by My blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy way will be guilty of sin against the body and blood of the Lord. 
So a man should examine himself; in this way he should eat the bread and drink from the cup. For whoever eats and drinks without recognizing the body, eats and drinks judgment on himself. 

When you take of the Lord’s Supper, do you…

(a) Remember the Lord in His death, burial, resurrection and coming again for you? 

Or have your thoughts wandered somewhere else?
(b) Examine yourself to be worthy to take part of this solemn feast? 

Note: Indeed you are worthy to do so because He has made you worthy, but is your conduct worthy of your calling (cf. Eph. 4:1) to so remember Him as you break the bread and drink of the cup?  REFLECT
2. What is a Covenant? Review the Characteristics of a Covenant in the Rumination above.
It is not specifically stated that Marriage was a Covenant in the Bible between Adam and Eve, but the characteristics are there. Now consider what God did and what Adam said: (Gen. 2:22-24, NKJV)
Then the rib which the LORD God had taken from man He made into a woman, and He brought her to the man. And Adam said: "This is now bone of my bones And flesh of my flesh; She shall be called Woman, Because she was taken out of Man."  Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother 
and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.  
This was God’s original institution of marriage which Christ confirmed in Mt. 19:4-6, NKJV – 
And He answered and said to them, "Have you not read that He who made them at the beginning 'made them male and female,' and said, 'For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh'? So then, they are no longer two but one flesh. ‘Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate." 
Can God’s Creation Order of Marriage be modified to suit today’s cultural needs? REFLECT
Points To Ponder: What God has instituted in His Covenants let no man modify them to meet 


changing cultural circumstances.
