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The Text: 
Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant….
Jer. 31:31; Heb. 8:8
The Thots:
 

Intro. : The Old Covenant signed in blood between God and the nation of Israel was Conditional. 
Exo. 24:3-8


Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep My covenant, 

then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto Me above all people: for all the earth is Mine…
Exo. 19:5-8

The Covenant was Later annulled because the Latter failed to keep the ten commandments contained therein. 

 A New Covenant will be introduced in the future. It will be Unconditional and Unilateral. What are its Terms? 


 Consider its Characteristics, viz. the Parties, Prerequisites, Promises, Product and Protection.
A. The New Covenant between God and the Nation of Israel.
Jer. 31:3; Heb. 8:8
Or The New Covenant with the Old Covenant Contrasted
Heb. 8:8-13

	No.
	Characteristics
	The New Covenant
	Heb.
	The Old Covenant
	Ref.

	1. 
	The Parties:
	God and Israel and Judah
	8:8
	God and the nation of Israel
	Exo. 19:5

	2. 
	The Period:
	Future: Behold the days come…
	
	Past: in the day when I took them…out of … Egypt
	Heb. 8:9

	3. 
	The Prerequisites:
	Unconditional: I will…

Unilateral: I…
	8:10

ct. 8:9
	Conditional – if ye will obey…

Bilateral: ye…
	Exo. 8:5

Heb. 8:9, 13

	4. 
	The Promises:
	God’s laws written in the mind

God will be their God.

They shall be God’s People.

The earth will be full of the Knowledge of God.

There will be no more a Remembrance of Sin
	8:10

8:12
	God’s laws written on tablets of stone.

God would be their God.

They would be God’s Peculiar People and Priests.

The Earth is the Lord’s and they would be a kingdom of priests to pass on the Knowledge of God.

There was a Remembrance of Sin and Atonement was to be made yearly
	Exo. 19:5, 6

Heb. 10:3

	5. 
	The Pledge

(Security/Warranty)
	The Shed Blood of Christ once for all
	9:14, 28a, 10:10
	Not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins.
	Heb. 10:4 cf. 9:18-22

	6. 
	The Product
	A Success
	8:13
	A Short-coming.
	Heb. 8:9 cf. Acts 7:53


B. The New Covenant between Christ and the Church.


This is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Mt. 28:28, NIV


This is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many.
Mk. 14:24, NIV

 
This cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is poured out for you.
Lk. 22:20, NIV

1. The Parties:
Christ and the believer 
– My blood…shed for many 

2. The Period:
The Present
– This is…
3. The Prerequisites: 
Unconditional, based on personal faith 
– poured out for you
[It is the gift of God - Not of works, lest any man should boast, Eph. 2:8b, 9]

4. The Promises: 
No more a Remembrance of sin 
– for the forgiveness of sins
5. The Pledge: 
The shed blood of Christ 
– This is My blood of the covenant
6. The Product:
Remembrance of Him at the Lord’s Supper 
– This cup is the new covenant
C. My Covenant with the Lord, even as I Remember the Lord at the Lord’s Supper may I Resolve…
1. To be Rightly Related with the Lord always.

Cf. I will be to them a God, and they shall be to Me a people
Heb. 8:10

2. To Regularly Read His Word every day.

Cf. I will put My laws into their mind
Heb. 8:10

3. To Remember and Revere the Lord with His people as often as I can (every Lord’s Day?)

Cf. their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more.
Heb. 8:12

Cf. this cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is poured out for you.
Lk. 22:20, NIV
Cf. this cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this…in remembrance of Me.
I Cor. 11:25, NIV
True, Thou hast my Saviour; Now Thou shalt be Lord of all – 

Thus, my Covenant with Thee I renew week by week
As I Thy remembrance seek


In Recognition that Thou in the New Covenant didst give me Thine all.
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1. Covenants in the Bible can be Conditional, i.e. the promises named in the covenant will 

be kept by one party only if the other party fulfils the conditions laid down in the contract.  

For instance, the Mosaic covenant or the Old Covenant was certainly conditional depending    
on Israel obeying its commandments. The nation failed to keep the conditions in the Ten Commandments, hence, the Old Covenant was annulled.
On the other hand, there are also covenants which God made with certain individuals which were unconditional as His covenants with Abraham and David, and the New Covenant (see Rumination) which are unconditional and unilateral where only God made the promises (He said: I will…) and there was no condition laid down as …if thou wilt…
Is our salvation conditional?
REFLECT.

2. Consider the Abrahamic Covenant which is unconditional.


Hebrews 6:13-20
For when God made a promise to Abraham, because He could swear by no one greater, He swore by Himself, saying, "Surely blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply you." 

And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise. 
For men indeed swear by the greater, and an oath for confirmation is for them an end of all dispute.  Thus God, determining to show more abundantly to the heirs of promise the immutability of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath, that by two immutable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we might have strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope set before us. This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which enters the Presence behind the veil, where the forerunner has entered for us, even Jesus, having become High Priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.

There was no need for God to swear. He is God and He cannot lie. 

But for our sakes (with all our human frailties to need concrete assurances) God condescended to meet us on our terms –
He descended to our own level of thinking to assure us that He will keep what He has promised 
(For all the promises of God in Him are yea, and in Him Amen, unto the glory of God by us, II Cor. 1:2) and swore by Himself (He could not swear by any one greater than He because there was and could be none) that what He had promised to Abraham and His seed He will keep, and He will fulfill. 

Likewise what He had promised to Judah and Israel in the New Covenant He will also fulfill in a future day unconditionally and unilaterally.  (Jer. 31:31-34, note the “I will’s” and “they shall’s”) 
As for us, we are also part of the extended New Covenant which we are always reminded of when we drink of the cup in remembrance of our Lord: 
 In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me." (I Cor. 11:25, NKJ)

What He has promised to us of eternal life and heavenly security when we believe in Him He will keep. He Himself had said: 
My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me: 
And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand. My Father, which gave them Me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of My Father's hand. I and My Father are one.  (Jn. 10:27-30)

Yet today, there are people who cast doubts on the eternality and security of our salvation suggesting that we can lose it when we default on the contract or covenant. But is the New Covenant conditional as with the Old? Do you have fear that one day you will lose your salvation and you may not go to heaven?
REFLECT.
Points to Ponder: God’s “I Will’s” are “Yea and Amen”; 

Will your Will to know and trust them and do His Will always.
