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The Text:  Unto you is born this day…a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 
Lk. 2:10
The Thots: 

Christmas is round the Corner. What is the Christmas Story?
A. The Commercial Christmas

1. It is X-mas. 

a. They Cross out the Christ – He is out in all their Partnerships.
b. They Centre on Santa Claus – He is in in all their Promotions.
2. It is I-mas or My-mas or Me-mas with the greeting Merry Xmas.
a. It is the Season for Self-Pleasure – emphasis is on “I”, “Me” and “My”. 
Consider Christ’s Parable of the Rich Fool: 
Lk. 12:16-21
i. His Possessions and Prosperity: The ground of a…rich man brought forth plentifully
ii. His Problem with his Plenty:  He thought within himself, saying, 
What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits? 

iii. His Planning and Preparation: This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods.
iv. His Present Pleasure: I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. 
v. The Prospect he did not Provide for: God said…Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?
  
b. A Crossed-out Christ-less Christmas Spent with Self and Pleasure in Place as above 

Can only end in A Merry Xmas of Eat, Drink and Be Merry for tomorrow we die!
B. The “Church” Christmas. In many Churches today, Christmas is not much different!
1. It is a Celebration with Carols – Many Modern Carols dominate the services today. But, they have little to do with the Christ of Christmas.
Visit: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carol_(music)
Or http://www.links2love.com/list_christmas_songs_contemporary.htm
2. It is a Celebration with a Cradle without the Claims of Christ – 
Cradles & mangers dominate the nativity scene but Christ is outside the church. Rev. 3:20!
3. It is a Christ-less, Cross-less Christmas Celebration 
Costing little for the Christian in life’s Challenges to bear his Cross! 
Cf. Lk. 14:27

And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after Me, cannot be My disciple.
C. The Christian “Christmas”.  
Now what is the Biblical and Christian Christmas?
Lk. 2:9-14 
1. The Messengers of the Christmas Good news: Lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them… suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God.
2. The Message of Christmas: 
See also Reflections for the Week
a. Fear not…behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 

b. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 

i. It is the Announcement of the Good News of the Birth of the Saviour and Lord.
ii. It is the Acclamation: Glory to God in the highest.
iii. It is the Attestation to the Gospel of on earth peace, good will toward men.
3. The Memorial of Christmas – the emphasis here is not on the Mass in church but Christ.
It is CHRISTmas and NOT ChristMAS!

a. We are not Celebrating Mass but Commemorating Christ Who was born to die 
that we might live:
Mk. 10:45

b. We are to Remember to Remember Him in His Death, Resurrection and Return.

…this do in remembrance of Me…For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come
I Cor. 11:24, 26
When to the cross I turn mine eyes, And rest on Calvary,


O Lamb of God, my sacrifice, I must remember Thee;
J. Montgomery
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 568
1. 
Christmas as celebrated today is a far cry from what it should be if it is meant to be the story of the birth of Jesus Christ to be the Saviour of the World.  
Luke 2:8-14
And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. 
And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 
And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 

Note the following elements which should be present in the Christmas Message:
· The Message should bring praise and glory to God.

It was Announced to the shepherds with the outshining of the Glory of God –

The glory of the Lord shone round about them:
The Heavenly Hosts Acclaimed the message to the Glory of God.

There was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest
· The Message had to do with Good News (Tidings) to the people of the World:
And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people
It was a message of Joy: about the Birth of Jesus our Saviour from Sin.
It was a message for all people and for all time.

· The message identified Jesus as the Babe Born in Bethlehem’s manger:

And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger
His coming would fulfil Old Testament prophecies:
Isa. 7:14; 9:6, 7,

Therefore the Lord Himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call His name Immanuel.
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon His shoulder: and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.
· The Message and the Meaning of His Name announced His Mission:

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord...Thou shalt call His name JESUS: for He shall save His people from their sins. (Mt. 1:21)

Thus, the Christmas message and Celebration must have Jesus Christ as its Chief Character and Centre (not Santa Claus), Who came into the World to be the Saviour (from our Sin) and Lord (of our Life). Romans 10:9 (HCSB) states -
If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.
Are you or your church or your family celebrating Christmas with CHRIST in the Centre? What is Christmas to you?
REFLECT
2.  If you are a Parent, do your Children know the true meaning of Christ’s Birth?   REFLECT
Points to Ponder: Put CHRIST back in Christmas as the Centre of your Celebration.
Wishing all Prayer-partners and their Families

A BLESSED CHRIST-CENTRED CHRISTMAS.

When Christ was born in Bethlehem,

Uncrowned with royal diadem,

The child within the manger lay,

No room within the inn that day;

No room for Christ, the Holy Child,

No room for Christ, the meek and mild

Though ages since have come and gone,

So many crowd out God’s dear Son.

No room for Christ has wayward youth,

And heedless hearts turn from His truth;

By business, pleasure crowded out,

And life is spent in darkness, doubt;

If for Him here there is no room,

How dread at last will be the doom;

Forever banished from Him there,

In deep, unspeakable despair.
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