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The Text:  But we preach Christ Crucified…

I Cor. 1:23

The Thots: 

Introduction: The OT Predicts it, the NT Portrays it, and the Christian Pronounces it.
A. The Manner of the Cross.

1. The Cross Signified Crucifixion.

a. But we preach Christ Crucified…
I Cor. 1:23
b. God forbid that I should glory, save in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
by whom the world is Crucified unto me, and I unto the world.
Gal. 6:14

2. The Cruelty of Crucifixion on the Cross.

a. The Process of Crucifixion:
See Reflections #1
b. The Punishment suffered on the Cross – 
Jn. 19:28

Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst.

[The most fiendish aspect of all this was that the man's weight locked the intercostal muscles in the state of exhalation and paralyzed the pectoral muscles so he could not lift himself up to breathe. This brought on hypercardia, spasms, and asphyxia. It is indeed significant that our English word excruciating comes from the Latin excruciatus, "out of the cross." That, and much more, is what our Savior endured – 
A Word for the Day: Key Words from the New Testament.]

c. The Person on the Cross: 
Mk. 15:39; Mt. 27:54;  Lk. 23:47
i. He was the Son of God and a Righteous Man.
When the centurion…saw that He so cried out…said, Truly this Man was the Son of God. 

When the centurion saw what was done, he glorified God, saying, Certainly this was a righteous man.
ii. He was the Son of Man:
Mk. 10:45
The Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.

iii. The Son of God became the Son of Man to take the place of Man to be obedient unto God.  Phil. 2:6-8
Who, being in the form of God… was made in the likeness of men: and…
as a man, He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.
B. The Mediation of the Cross [Why must Jesus suffer and die on the Cross?]
I Tim. 2:5, 6
For there is one God, and one Mediator between God and Men, the Man Christ Jesus; 

1. He gave Himself a Ransom for all…
2. That He might Reconcile both (Jews and Gentiles) unto God in one body by the cross… Eph. 2:16
3. To Redeem them that were under the law, that we might Receive the adoption of sons. 
Gal. 4:5
4. He gave Himself for us, that He might Redeem us from all iniquity, 
and purify unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. 
Tit. 2:14
5. He Restored us to God when He, in His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree. I Pet. 2:24
C. The Message of the Cross. [Hence, the Proclamation of the Cross today.]
I Cor. 1:23

1. But we Preach Christ Crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness; 

2. For the Preaching of the cross is to them that Perish foolishness; 
but unto us which are saved it is the Power of God. 
I Cor. 1:18
a. To the Jews, the Message of the Cross is a Stumblingblock – they Reject their Promised Messiah.

b. To the Gentiles, the Message of the Cross is Stupidity (Foolishness)! – they Refuse the Person of Jesus.
c. To the Christians, the Message of the Cross is Salvation – they Receive Him with Life everlasting.

I Jn. 5:13

These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; 
that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.
D. The Meaning of the Cross for us today.
Mark 10:21
1. Come, take up the cross, and follow Me.

a. To Portray Him in our Life.
Gal. 2:20 
I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me.

b. To Proclaim Him with our Lips – But we preach Christ Crucified…
I Cor. 1:23
2. This do in remembrance of Me.
I Cor. 11:23-26
The Lord Jesus the same night in which He was betrayed took bread: And when He had given thanks, 
He brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me. After the same manner also He took the cup…saying, This cup is the new testament in My blood: 
this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me. For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come. 
So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross, Till my trophies at last I lay down;
I will cling to the old rugged cross, And exchange it some day for a crown.

George Bennard

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. Crucifixion was, without question, the cruelest, the most disgraceful, barbaric, and excruciating execution ever devised by a depraved mind. It was probably invented by the Persians, who used it because it would not defile the ground, which they consecrated to their god Ormuzd. Alexander the Great introduced it to Egypt and Carthage, and the Romans seem to have picked it up from the Carthaginians and "perfected" it. It was reserved for slaves, foreigners, revolutionaries, and the vilest of criminals.
While practices varied in specific cultures, archaeology indicates that the Romans preferred the "low Tau" cross. Unlike the traditional shape, this cross looked like a "capital T," with the upright post called the "stipes" and the crossbar called the "patibulum." The patibulum alone, which our Lord was forced to carry in his already greatly weakened state, weighed from seventy-five to one hundred pounds.
At the crucifixion site, the stipes was secured while the victim was thrown to the ground with his arms outstretched along the patibulum. While some cultures tied the victim, the Romans preferred to use "nails," tapered iron spikes approximately five to seven inches long and about three-eighths of an inch in diameter. History further confirms that the spikes were driven not through palms of the hands, which could not support a man's weight, but through the wrists, causing unimaginable pain as the large median nerve was crushed or severed. The patibulum was then lifted onto the stipes and the feet were then nailed to it through the heels, causing the knees to bend and rotate to one side as the man's weight hung on his wrists.
The most fiendish aspect of all this was that the man's weight locked the intercostal muscles in the state of exhalation and paralyzed the pectoral muscles so he could not lift himself up to breathe. This brought on hypercardia, spasms, and asphyxia.
It is indeed significant that our English word excruciating comes from the Latin excruciatus, "out of the cross." That, and much more, is what our Savior endured for us.
A Word for the Day: Key Words from the New Testament.
Having now some idea of how our Lord suffered for us when He was crucified on the Cross, can you identify with Isaac Watts when he penned these classic words of all time?

When I survey the wondrous cross On which the Prince of glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss, And pour contempt on all my pride.

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, Save in the death of Christ my God!

All the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to His blood.

See from His head, His hands, His feet, Sorrow and love flow mingled down!

Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

Were the whole realm of nature mine, That were a present far too small;

Love so amazing, so divine, Demands my soul, my life, my all.


REFLECT
2. Today Crucifixion seems to have revived. As Jesus was crucified, this revived punishment seems to target His followers. The cry against them is: Convert or be Crucified! Christians living in their Comfort zone, in Countries not yet Captured by these radicals, may find it difficult to identify with the sufferings of these brave Christians who are prepared to Carry the Cross of Christ to the very end. It is difficult for them to know what it is to be a Christian at such Costs. Peter warned about this in I Pet. 4:15, 16 – But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in other men's matters. Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf. 
If one day, you face the Challenge to “Convert or be Crucified”, will you still Choose to stand up for Christ and be known as a Christian?
REFLECT.
Points to Ponder: Bear the Cross. Be Crucified. This is the Challenge of being a Christian!
