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The Theme: Where is Your Treasure?
berita-bethel-ung.com


The Text:  For where your treasure [thēsauros] is, there will your heart be also.
Mt. 6:21
The Thots: 

Introduction: In preparing the rumination each Lord’s Day, I use three Basic Books, viz.

(1) The Bible, which serves as my Basic Text-book from where I get my Text and Theme.

(2) The Concordance, which helps me find Corresponding references Connected with the text/theme.

(3) The Thesaurus, which helps me outline the rumination with Appropriate Alliterative words.

A. My Need of the Thesaurus.

1. The Thesaurus is a Treasure Chest of All Classified synonyms in the English vocabulary. 
2. It helps me Choose Apt words to build up Attractive (and Alliterative?) outlines.

3. It is Connoted from the Greek word Thēsauros, generally Translated Treasure in the English Bible.
4. In historical Civilisations and Cultures, the thēsauros refers to the treasury placed in the temple in which gifts and taxes were stored. Later, the word refers to the Treasure itself. 
Thus, the Thesaurus is a “Treasury of words” to which I refer to enrich my rumination.
B. Our Need of a Treasury.
1. We Need a Treasury to store up our Treasure in Heaven:  (5 occ. of Thēsauros in…
Mt. 6:19, 20, 21)
a. The Lord’s Advice Stated Negatively:
Lay [thēsaurizō] not up for yourselves treasures [thēsauros] upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: 
b. The Lord’s Advice Stressed again Positively:
But lay [thēsaurizō] up for yourselves treasures [thēsauros] in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:
c. The Lord Associated this Act with our heart Affirmatively.
For where your treasure [thēsauros] is, there will your heart be also.
2. The Nature of the Treasure has to do with the Heart.
a. The Lord’s Words State it – 
i. For where your treasure [thēsauros] is, there will your heart be also.
Mt. 6:21.
ii. A good man out of the good treasure [thēsauros]of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; 

and an evil man out of the evil treasure [thēsauros] of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: 

for of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh.
Lk. 6:45
b. It is the Lord’s Wealth given to us and to be Stored up by us.
I Cor. 16:2
i. The Period - Upon the first day of the week [Note: the day we remember the Lord at His Supper]
ii. The Participants - let every one of you

iii. The Purpose - lay by him in store [thēsaurizō]
iv. The Proportion - as God hath prospered him
v. The Priority - This they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord…
II Cor. 8:5
C. Their Need of their Treasure.
Why do we need to have this treasure in the treasury? Compare how the following used it:
1. The Widow needed it to store all that was in her Heart for her treasure in Heaven.
Mk. 12:41-44
a. What Jesus Observed at the Temple Treasury: The Rich gave Much; the Poor gave two Mites. 12:41 

Jesus sat over against the treasury, and beheld how the people cast money into the treasury: 

and many that were rich cast in much. 
And there came a certain poor widow, and she threw in two mites, which make a farthing. 12:42
b. What Jesus Opined: The Rich gave out of their Abundance; the widow gave her All.

 12:43, 44

And He called unto Him his disciples, and saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, That this poor widow hath cast more in, than all they which have cast into the treasury: For all they did cast in of their abundance; but she of her want did cast in all that she had, even all her living.
2. The Wise Men needed it to Present Gifts to Baby Jesus from it.
Mt. 2:11
i. They came Prepared with their Treasures [thēsauros] –
ii. And Presented unto Him gifts; gold, and frankincense and myrrh.
iii. They Prostrated themselves before Him, fell down, and worshipped Him.

3. The Wealthy needed it to have treasure in heaven.
Mt. 19:21; Mk. 10:21
Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, 
and thou shalt have treasure [thēsauros] in heaven: and come and follow Me.
God in Heaven hath a treasure, Riches none may count or tell;

Hath a deep eternal pleasure, Christ, the Son, He loveth well.

God hath here on earth a treasure, None but He its price may know—



Deep, unfathomable pleasure, Christ revealed in saints below. 
Unknown
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1. The Lord cautioned His disciples regarding where they should lay up their treasures. 


He warned them: 
Mt. 6:19-21
Lay [thēsaurizō] not up for yourselves treasures [thēsauros] upon earth, 
where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: 

The following did not take heed to His warming and suffered the consequences:
a. The Rich Fool.
Lk. 12:16-21 
And He spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully: And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits? And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided? So is he that layeth up treasure [thēsaurizō] for himself, and is not rich toward God.
b. The Rich Young Ruler.
Lk. 18:18-25
A certain ruler asked him, saying, Good Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life? And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou Me good? none is good, save one, that is, God. Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill…And he said, All these have I kept from my youth up. Now when Jesus heard these things, He said unto him, Yet lackest thou one thing: sell all that thou hast, and distribute unto the poor, and thou shalt have treasure [thēsauros] in heaven: and come, follow Me. And when he heard this, he was very sorrowful: for he was very rich. And when Jesus saw that he was very sorrowful, He said, How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God! For it is easier for a camel to go through a needle's eye, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.
The Concluding Challenge: 
Mk. 8:36-37 

For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? 
Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?
REFLECT.
2. He also Cautioned His disciples concerning where they should lay up their treasures.
He exhorted them:

Lay [thēsaurizō] up for yourselves treasures [thēsauros] in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:

The following paid heed to His advice and they reaped the real riches of their treasures:

a. Abraham:
Heb. 11:10, 16
He looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God.

But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for He hath prepared for them a city.


For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come.
Heb. 13:14
b. Moses.
Heb. 11:24-26 

By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures [thesaurus]in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward.

The Concluding Challenge:
1 Jn. 2:15-17 

· Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.
· Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to His abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you.
I Pet.  1:3, 4
Are you in possession of the treasure that has been reserved for you in Heaven?
REFLECT

Points To Ponder: A treasure on earth and a treasure in heaven. Can I have both?
