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The Text: O give thanks unto the God of heaven: for His mercy endureth for ever. 
Psa. 136:26
The Thots:
A. The Pardon that Comes with God’s Mercies.

1. For God…is rich in Mercy… 
Eph. 2:4a
Cf. also (a) the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. 
1:7; 2:7


(b) the unsearchable riches of Christ.

3:8


(c) the riches of His glory.

1:18; 3:16
2. And with His Mercy He extends His Love:  for His great love wherewith He loved us.
Eph. 2:4b
Cf. also (a) For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son…

Jn. 3:16

  (b) God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 


Rom. 5:8
  (c) …Christ also loved the church, and gave Himself for it.

Eph. 5:25
3. So that even when we were dead in sins, (He) hath quickened us together with Christ
, 
{Eph. 2:5

(by Grace ye are saved;)…
      
  {
cf. 2:8a
What is the difference between Mercy and Grace?
It has been well said that while Mercy does not give us what we Deserve, e.g. eternal death in Hell.

Grace gives us what we do not Deserve, e.g. eternal life in Heaven.

And Love makes it all possible!
4. What we need now is to Appropriate all this in having Faith in (believing) what He says:
2:8
For by grace are ye saved through faith: and that not of yourselves: It is the gift of God:
2:8
Not of works, lest any man should boast.

2:9
Mercy Pities. Grace Pardons. Love makes it Possible
Angels and men, resign your claim To pity, mercy, love and grace:

These glories crown Jehovah’s name With an incomparable glaze

Who is a pardoning God like Thee? Or who has grace so rich and free?  


Samuel Davies
B. The People Who Cried out for God’s Mercies.

1. King David, the “man after [God’s] own heart” (Acts 13:22) often cried out: 
  Psa. {27:7;30:10; 
Hear, O LORD, when I cry with my voice: have mercy also upon me, and answer me... {31:9; 51:1; 86:16
David, though a King, and a man after God’s own heart asked for mercy more than anyone in the Bible.
2. Two Blind Men on the Roadside cried out: Thou Son of David, have mercy on us.
Mt. 9:27; 20:30
3. Ten Lepers standing afar off at a village gate…
Lk. 17:12-13 

…lifted up their voices, and said, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.
4. The Canaanite woman came out of the same coasts, and cried unto Him, saying, 
Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou Son of David; my daughter is grievously vexed with a devil. Matt. 15:22
5. Many others throughout all time have cried out, “Have mercy, O Lord”. 
It is the most Prayed Prayer in the Bible. 
The Publican with his Plea, “God be merciful to me a sinner” (Lk. 18:13) summed them all up.
Each Generation that followed was Granted this Mercy. The Great Pardoning God answered every Plea!
C. Paul’s Plea based on God’s Mercies.
Rom. 12:1 (HCSB)
1. The Challenge: Therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, I urge you…

2. The Consecration: To Present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and Pleasing to God; 
3. The Commitment: this is your spiritual worship. 
4. The Change required: Be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

5. The Commemoration at the Lord’s Supper – 
a. Thus, it is Reasonable that we Remember Him Who showed us Mercy - reasonable service, (KJV)
b. And Rational that we Revere Him Who died and lived for us to show us mercy – spiritual worship.
Oh, the love that drew salvation’s plan! Oh, the grace that brought it down to man!

Oh, the mighty gulf that God did span at Calvary!

Mercy there was great, and grace was free; Pardon there was multiplied to me;


There my burdened soul found liberty at Calvary. 
William R. Newell
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R.562
1. In Paul’s epistle to the Romans, he expounded on the “mercies of God” from chaps. 1 -11. 
· It was the mercy of God that made a righteous God to reach out to unrighteous man. 
(chs. 1-3)
· It was the mercy of God that elected a man, Abraham, and through his Seed, Jesus Christ, to manifest His love for man so that obedient Jesus was His Man to take the place of disobedient Adam. Jesus was obedient unto death and died for us. 
(chs. 4, 5) 
· It was the mercy of God that sanctified sinful man to be an instrument of His righteousness unto life and to be of service unto God.
(chs. 6-8). 
· And it was God’s mercy that His Covenant with Abraham and with Israel was not disannulled because of sin and disobedience, but they were just set aside 
            until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in (11:25) and God will once again 
            take them back that they may receive God’s covenant blessings.
(chs. 9-11). 
· Now based on these very mercies, Paul beseech(es) you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, 
and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 
(Rom. 12:1, 2)

The Roman believers (both Jews and Gentiles) have tasted of the mercies of God. They have been spared and saved from eternal condemnation and have been bestowed the blessings of eternal life in heaven. It is therefore right that they now present themselves to God as a living sacrifice to live for Him and to serve Him as His instruments of righteousness in an act of worship. This is a very reasonable, rational and logical response to such a merciful, gracious and loving God. 
The evidence of this response for the Christian is…
Negatively to be not conformed to this world and to love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. (I Jn. 2:15-17)
Positively to be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 

Are the Mercies of God that meaningful to you to want to respond to Him in this way?


REFLECT
2.  It is only right that those who have been blessed with the mercies of God extend to others who have offended them such mercies as well. The Lord Himself said:

Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy (Matt. 5:7)
Even here, one needs to be more than Merciful – one needs to be Gracious. 

Often we hear one saying, “I can Forgive, but I cannot Forget”. Imagine what will happen to us, if the Lord also says this! But He does not. He says:

For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more.  (Heb. 8:12). It is the Love of God that makes this possible.
Do you love your fellow-brother or -sister to that extent when he or she offends you, you will not only forgive him/her but also forget the wrong that he/she has done to you?

Alexander Pope once wrote: “To Err is Human, to Forgive Divine”.  
But “To Forgive and Forget”, only with God’s Endowment can it be Done!  REFLECT.
Points to Ponder: Mercy Forgives; Grace Forgets; Love Forgives and Forgets.

