 R560 Rumination for 25th October, 2015.
KC Ung

The Theme: He Was…But He Became
berita-bethel-ung.com


The Text: Christ Jesus…equal with God…as a man, He humbled Himself, 

and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.
Phil. 2:5-8

The Thots:
A. He was God, but He Became Man to be his Substitute.
Phil. 2:5-8, NRSV

…Christ Jesus…though He was in the form of God…emptied Himself…being born in human likeness. humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death— even death on a cross.

1. In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  Jn. 1:1

2. And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us…
Jn. 1:14
3. Without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh,
... preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory. 
I Tim. 3:16
B. He was Sinless and Spotless but He became Sin for us.
1. He was Sinless.

a. He knew no sin. 
II Cor. 5:21b
b. He was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 
Heb. 4:15
c. He was manifested to take away our sins; and in Him is no sin.
I Jn. 3:5
2. But He was made a Sin Offering for us.
II Cor. 5:21a, c
a. For He [God] hath made Him to be sin [a Sin Offering] for us…

that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.
b. He was manifested to take away our sins; and in Him is no sin.
I Jn. 3:5


C. He was Rich but He became Poor for our Sakes.
II Cor. 8:9

For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though He was rich, 
yet for your sakes He became poor, that ye through His poverty might be rich.

1. He is Rich, He created and owns all things.
Col. 1:16 

a. For by Him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, 
visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: 
all things were created by Him, and for Him:
b. And as God, He possesses all things:

i. For every beast of the forest is Mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills. 
Psa.  50:10
ii. I know all the fowls of the mountains: and the wild beasts of the field are Mine. 

50:11
iii. If I were hungry, I would not tell thee: for the world is Mine, and the fulness thereof.
50:12
2. But He Became Poor for us.

a. She brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, 
and laid Him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. 
Lk. 2:7

b. Jesus saith…The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; 

but the Son of man hath not where to lay His head. 
Mt. 8:20

D. He was Just but He died for the Unjust to Secure Salvation for us.
I Pet. 3:18

For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust,
that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit:

1. He was Righteous (Just).
Lk. 23:47
a. When the centurion saw what was done, he glorified God, saying, Certainly this was a righteous Man.
b. Who did no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth: 
I Pet. 2:22

c. If any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 
I Jn. 2:1
d. When He was Reviled, reviled not again; when He suffered, He threatened not; 
but committed Himself to Him that judgeth Righteously: 
I Pet. 2:23
2. There is none among us that is Righteous.

a. As it is written, There is none Righteous, no, not one:
Rom. 3:10
b. For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.
Rom. 3:23

E. He was their  Lord and Master but He became a Servant
1. His Disciples Called Him “Lord and Master”.
Jn. 13:13

Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am. 
2. But He Condescended to become their Servant. He washed His disciples’ feet:
Jn. 13:14
If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another's feet. 
3. He then Challenged them to follow Him:
Jn. 13:15, 16

I have given you an example that ye should do as I have done to you. Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
The servant is not greater than his lord; neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him. 
 If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.

Rejoice and be glad! Now the pardon is free!

The Just for the unjust Has died on the tree.

Sound His praises, tell the story, Of Him who was slain;


Sound His praises, tell with gladness, He liveth again.
Horatius Bonar
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
R. 560

1. Becoming a Christian requires a Transformation! The person metamorphoses from a caterpillar crawling in the worldly (earthly) lusts of rotting flesh to a butterfly that soars high into the heavens enjoying a completely new environment of fresh air and sunshine. His ambitions, attitudes and acts are all transformed from his former ways to conform to the will of God. 

Such was the transformation that Paul sought from the Christians he was addressing in his epistle to the Romans. After a profound treatment on the treatise of Salvation and Sanctification in Romans chapters 1-8, he put down this appeal in Romans 12:1, 2:

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 
And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 

An alternative translation from HCSB reads:

Therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, I urge you to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God; this is your spiritual worship. 
Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may discern what is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God. 

Transform is metamorphoō  (where we get our English word metamorphosis) from meta and morphoo = to transform (literal or figurative “metamorphose”):- change, transfigure, transform. And conform is syschēmatizō from sun and a derivative of schema = to fashion alike, i.e. conform to the same pattern (figurative):- conform to, fashion self according to. – Strong.

When a person becomes a Christian he has a negative and a positive obligation (responsibility) to fulfil. This is based on the mercies of God’s Salvation which He manifested in His tremendous love, mercy and grace to send His precious and only beloved Son to take the sinner’s place, bearing the latter’s penalty for his sin. 

In turn, the saved sinner should present himself a living sacrifice to God, to no more conform negatively to his past life of fleshly lusts, but to be positively transformed in the renewal of his mind to live up to, and do God’s good, acceptable and perfect will for his life. Are you a transformed Christian – not necessarily just a reformed one? 



REFLECT.
2. Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: 
but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; 

for we shall see Him as He is. 
I Jn. 3:2

Here is another transformation that a Christian can look forward to. 
This will only take place when he is in heaven with His Lord and Master. 

Three features stand out in this future transformation:

a) He just cannot know now how glorious it will be, and what he will be like, as long as he is still on this earth – it doth not yet appear what we shall be
b) This transformation is only reserved for those who are the real sons (and daughters) of God – now are we the sons of God, and who are they? 

 As many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God, 
even to them that believe on His name (Jn. 1:12)

c) Then he shall be transformed to be like Him, his Beloved Lord Jesus 
Whom he loves and serves.

In the meanwhile, with the Spirit’s enabling, let us practise to be like Him! 
How can we do it? 
REFLECT.
Points to Ponder:  Be like Jesus, this my song, In the home and in the throng;


Be like Jesus, all day long! I would be like Jesus. 
James Rowe
