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The Text:  That in all things He might have the pre-eminence. 
Col. 1:18
The Thots:
Give Him Pre-eminence as…

A. …The Head of the Body, the Universal Church.

Col. 1:18

And He is the head of the body, the church…that in all things He might have the preeminence.

In the Body…ye are all one in Christ Jesus…

1. There is no Racial Distinction – whether we be Jews or Gentiles;
{I Cor. 
2. There is no Social Division – whether we be bond or free;
{12:12, 13
3. There is no Sexual Discrimination – neither male nor female.
Gal. 3:28
B. …The Head of the Local Church and in the Home.
 I Cor. 11:3
But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; 
and the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God.
This is a Ranking Order as in the Military to Establish command and leadership 
without affecting the Equalitarian Rights, Roles and Responsibilities of each party:
See #A above.
1. He is the Head of Man – the head of every man is Christ;
I Cor. 11:3a
Cf. The husband is the head of the wife just as Christ is the head of the church, 

the body of which He is the Savior.
Eph. 5:23, NRSV

a. The Man or the Husband Acts for Christ – just as; even as; as unto
Also see below.
b. He is “Authorised” to Lead and to Love in the Church and in the Home.
Eph. 5:25 cf. I Tim. 2:12
Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave Himself for it

2. The Woman/the Wife is to Submit to her Husband in the Home and to be Silent in the Church. Eph. 5:22
a. Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and He is the saviour of the body.

Eph. 5:22, 23
b. But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence.  I Tim. 2:12
C. …The Head of All Things at the Consummation of All Ages:
1. He will be made the Head of All that Slept (the dead in Christ) and all living Saints. 
I Cor. 15:20, 23 

But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept. 

But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at His coming.
2. He will be the Head of All Authorities, Principalities, Powers and All His Enemies:
I Cor. 15:24b-26
a. When He shall have put down all rule and all authority and power.
b. For He must reign, till He hath put all enemies under His feet. 
c. The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death
3. He will be made Lord of All:
Phil. 2:9-11
Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a name which is above every name: 
That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

4. Having Subdued All to Himself, He will then Subject Himself and His All to God 

that God may be All in All.
I Cor. 15:24, 28
a. Then cometh the end, when He shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; 
when He shall have put down all rule and all authority and power.
b. And when all things shall be subdued unto Him, then shall the Son also Himself be subject unto Him 

that put all things under Him, that God may be all in all.
· Thus, I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; 
and the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God.
I Cor. 11:3


D. …the Head at His Table.   In the meanwhile, He must be given Preeminence at His Table because…
1. It is the Lord’s Table – for the Lord’s People.
I Cor. 10:21
2. It is the Lord’s Supper – He has Promised to be Present.
I Cor. 11:20
3. 
And the Purpose is that His People may…
I Cor. 11:23-25

a. Remember the Lord until He Comes.

b. Revere the Lord for Who He is and What He did.
I Cor. 11:26

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till he come.
Head of Thy Church triumphant, We joyfully adore Thee;
Till Thou appear, Thy members here Shall sing like those in glory.
We lift our hearts and voices With blest anticipation,
And cry aloud, and give to God The praise of our salvation.

Charles Wesley

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. Then cometh the end…when all things shall be subdued unto Him… (I Cor. 15:24, 28)
This is confirmed for us in Heb. 2:8-12
8 Thou hast put all things in subjection under His feet. For in that He put all in subjection under Him, He left nothing that is not put under Him. But now we see not yet all things put under Him. 9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that He by the grace of God should taste death for every man. 10 For it became Him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 11 For both He that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: for which cause He is not ashamed to call them brethren, 12 Saying, I will declare Thy name unto My brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee. 

Jesus, the Captain of our Salvation, to Whom we should give all pre-eminence, is not ashamed to call us “brethren.” Have we the right therefore, and is it right for us hence to address Him, “Brother” in our praise and prayer unto Him to create a casual relationship with Him when we approach His Presence? Will this be giving Him His pre-eminence?

When He was alive, He told His disciples, He called them not “servants” but “friends” –Jn. 15:15 – Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of My Father I have made known unto you. 
Thus, can we also address Him as “Friend”?

To cultivate a close, casual and intimate fellowship with Christ, some have suggested that these terms should be used with our Lord in our relationship with Him, because He is indeed our “Brother” (He and we are sons [and daughters] of God) and “Friend”.

Do you agree? Why? 
REFLECT
2. In order to attract Sinners to our Saviour the “Gospel” is presented in this simple (simplistic?) manner:-

Confess your Sins, Believe in Jesus as your Saviour from sin, your sins will be forgiven, you will be saved and you will go to heaven. No wonder this good news is well-embraced by numerous sinners, and one can be proud that so “many” have been “saved” (!)
But is this all that is to be saved? – For the “saved” person to carry on living his/her life as always but now with the joyous prospect of living a care-free life and the added promise of a life in heaven to look forward to? No wonder many are “saved” but few are sanctified and separated from worldly lusts unto obedience to the Word (I Jn. 2:15-17) to serve the Saviour as Sovereign, Lord and Master!
How does one explain the following statements regarding salvation and what it involves?
· Acts 2:38 – Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
Acts 3:19 - Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out… 
Also Acts 8:22; 17:30; 26:20 
· Lk. 2:11 – For unto you is born this day…a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 
· Acts 16:30-31 – …Sirs, what must I do to be saved? And they said, 
Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.

· Rom. 10:9 (HCSB) – If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.
· John 13:13, 14 – Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am.  If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another's feet.

· Lk. 6:46 – Why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say.
He is your Saviour. But is He your Lord and Master?
REFLECT.
O Jesus, Lord and Savior, I give myself to Thee, 

For Thou, in Thy atonement, didst give Thyself for me.

I own no other master, my heart shall be Thy throne.

My life I give, henceforth to live, O Christ, for Thee alone. 
Thomas O. Chisholm
Points to Ponder: 
You cannot give your Saviour His Pre-eminence if you still keep to your Self-eminence.
