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The Text: But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.
Jas. 1:14
The Thots:

Intro. Drawn away is exelkō from ek and helkuo = to drag forth, i.e. to entice (to sin), draw away. 
Strong.
The picture here is the drawing, tugging, or compelling someone away from that which is good.
A. Satan, the Baiter - when he is drawn away of his own lust
Jas. 1:14
1. Satan Sets the Bait to draw people into Sin.
He set the Bait for Eve pointing her attention to the God-Forbidden Fruit in the Garden.
Cf. I Jn. 2:16
a. He tapped on her Lust of the Flesh: The woman saw that the tree was good for food…
Gen. 3:6a
b. He tapped on her Lust of the Eyes: The woman saw…that it was pleasant to the eyes…
Gen. 3:6b
c. He tapped on her Pride of Life: The woman saw…a tree to be desired to make one wise.
Gen. 3:6c
d. Thus, she was drawn away of her own Lusts being Lured by Satan’s bait:


Gen. 3:6d

She took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.
2. Satan Sets the Trap - when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed
Enticed is deleazō from dolos = to entrap, i.e. delude: - allure, beguile, entice.
Strong

a. His Purpose – to draw Eve away from God’s Plan. 
} See #A.1
b. His Programme: to Entice her with her own Lusts and to Lead her out into sin.
} above
c. His Product: to Entrap her in Sin, robbing her of Life, thus, bringing forth death.
II Cor. 11:3
…the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted…

Cf. when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.




Jas. 1:15
3. Self Drawn into the Trap
Jas. 1:14
But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.

1. Satan is not Necessarily the only Baiter to Lure man into Sin.
2. Self Needs to Beware of the Lusts in him which Satan uses to Lead him to Sin.
See #1, 2b above.


The lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life…

3. However, for the Saint he must be on the Lookout for the Divine Safeguard:
I  Cor. 10:13 (HCSB)
a. God will not Allow His children to be tempted above that which they are Able to bear.

No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to humanity. God is faithful, 
and He will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able…
b. With the Permitted temptation God will Provide a way of escape.

but with the temptation He will also provide a way of escape so that you are able to bear it.

c. Look out for it and Live a victorious Christian Life.
B. The Divine Drawers.
However there are the Divine Persons who can Draw Sinners away from Satan unto Salvation:

1. The Father Draws (exelkō) Sinners to Himself to Save them.
Jn. 6:44 

No man can come to Me, except the Father which hath sent Me draw him.
a. The Soul needs to be drawn by the Father to Christ, because…
i. It is Estranged from God and an Enemy of God.
Eph. 2:12; Rom. 5:10
ii. Other forces are Exerting their power to hold him in their Grasp away from God.
See #A & B 
b. The Sinner is drawn to the Father through…
i. His Messengers revealing the Truth of the Gospel.
Rom. 10:13-16
ii. The Manifestation of His Love in Christ’s death.
Rom. 5:8
2. The Son Draws (exelkō) Sinners to Himself to Save them.
Jn. 12:32

And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto Me.
a. The Man: Jesus was Made Man to take the place of Man.
And I, if I
b. The Motive: to Save Sinners – not All but Any who will believe in Him.
Jn. 1:12
As many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God, 
even to them that believe on His name:

c. The Manner:
Gal. 2:20
I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me.
i. By being Lifted up and Crucified on the Cross.
ii. By the Compelling power of His Love.
I am Thine, O Lord, I have heard Thy voice, And it told Thy love to me;

But I long to rise in the arms of faith And be closer drawn to Thee.

Draw me nearer, nearer blessèd Lord, To the cross where Thou hast died.

Draw me nearer, nearer, nearer blessèd Lord, To Thy precious, bleeding side.


Fanny Crosby
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. Temptations today come in various forms, but basically they are no different from the first temptation when Eve was tempted of Satan to take of the forbidden fruit, in disobedience to God’s command resulting in her “death”.
(See the Rumination above and observe how Satan and Self can lure a person into Sin leading to death and separation from God.)

However, often the penalty that befalls the sinner is not limited to the person alone, but is passed to or passed down to others. Sin spreads. It does not abide alone!
Eve passed on her fruit taken in disobedience to Adam and Adam took of it and sinned too. But because Adam had been appointed head of God’s creation who should know better, he was made responsible for Eve’s sin.

The first person God called to answer for this act of disobedience was Adam, not Eve!

And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? (Gen. 3:9)
Adam tried to blame the act on Eve, and Eve in turn blamed the serpent, as:
God pointedly asked Adam, Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat? And the man said, The woman whom Thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat. And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. 
(Gen. 3:10-13)

So the culprits tried to play the “Blame-Game” with God.  
But the full blame still fell on Adam: 
Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned…Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come.  (Rom. 5:12, 14)
So Jesus had to take the place of Man to die for him that he might live:
Christ Jesus:…Who, being in the form of God…took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. (Phil. 2:5-8)
Hence, Christ became the Head of all those who will believe in His substitutionary death for them. The results of His obedience are then passed down to all who come to believe in Him as their Saviour. 

But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if through the offence of one many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many. 
And not as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift: for the judgment was by one to condemnation, but the free gift is of many offences unto justification.
(Rom. 5:15, 16)
Are you still in Adam to bear the Penalty and Punishment of the sin of disobedience on your own or in Christ to enjoy the fruit of obedience, even eternal life?
REFLECT
2. A man in a responsible position, entrusted with large sums of money, was one day tempted to put some of the cash to his own account. He knew that it would be a long time before his theft could be discovered. He resisted the temptation, but felt that he must tell somebody the anguish of mind through which he had passed. He went, therefore, to the man who had occupied the position before him, and told him all about the temptation, and how he had almost fallen. To his surprise, the man did not reprove him, but put his hand on his shoulder in a fatherly sort of way. "I know exactly how you felt," he said quietly. "I went through it all myself when I occupied your position."
—Christian Herald

Can such an honest man in high authority exist today?  If not, why not?
REFLECT
Points to Ponder: Temptations come from the Devil (Jas. 1:13-15); 


Trials come from God. (Jas. 1:2, 3). Beware to whom you yield.
