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The Text: Herein is My Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be My disciples. Jn. 15:8
The Thots:
A. The Instructions to Bear Fruit:
Jn. 15
1. All branches in Christ must bear fruit.
Jn. 15:2

Every branch in Me that beareth not fruit He taketh away:

and every branch that beareth fruit, He purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.
a. A Branch must Bear fruit because it abides in the vine.

15:5
I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in Me, and I in him, the same 
bringeth forth much fruit: for without Me ye can do nothing.

b. A Branch that does not Bear fruit does not abide in the Vine. It is taken away to be Burnt.
15:6

If a man abide not in Me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; 
and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.

2. Abide in Christ to bear fruit.
Jn. 15:4

Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; 
no more can ye, except ye abide in Me.
3. The Ascending scale in bearing fruit:

a. Bear fruit: every branch that beareth fruit…

15:2a
b. Bear more fruit: He purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.

15:2b
c. Bear much fruit: 

15:5, 8
…ye are the branches: He that abideth in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit
d. Bear fruit that will last …I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last.

15:16, NRSV
B. Instances of Fruit that we can bear:
1. Bear the Fruit of Winning souls for Christ.



a. …that I might have some fruit among you also, even as among other Gentiles.
Rom. 1:13
b. …ye know the house of Stephanas, that it is the firstfruits of Achaia…
I Cor. 16:15
2. Bear the Fruit of Good Works unto the Lord and Walking Worthy of Him.
Rom. 6:22
a. That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, 
and increasing in the knowledge of God;
Col. 1:10
b. But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness…

c. Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God.



Phil. 1:11
3. Bear the fruit of a Wholesome Spirit-Led Life.
Gal. 5:22, 23

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 

Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.

4. Bear the Fruit of Fellowship, sharing with others your Wealth.
Rom. 15:28
a. When therefore I have performed this, and have sealed to them this fruit, I will come by you into Spain. 
b. For even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again unto my necessity. 
Not because I desire a gift: but I desire fruit that may abound to your account.
Phil. 4:17 
5. Bear the fruit of Worship with your Words.
Heb. 13:15

a. By Him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, 
that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to His name.

b. Cf. Take with you words, and turn to the LORD: say unto Him, Take away all iniquity,
and receive us graciously: so will we render the calves of our lips.
Hos. 14:2

i. Worship requires Words to express His Worthiness, thus, the fruit of our Lips.
ii. Worship requires a Living Sacrifice, thus, the calves of our Lips.

iii. Worship requires the Sacrifice of our Lives – present our bodies a Living sacrifice.
Rom. 12:1

Let us Worship Him in Reverence with our Lips as we Remember Him today

and with our Lives the Rest of the days to follow.
Therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, I urge you to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, 

holy and pleasing to God; this is your spiritual worship.

Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, 

so that you may discern what is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God.


Romans 12:1-2 (HCSB)
Then dig about our root, Break up the fallow ground,
And let our gracious fruit To Thy great praise abound;

O let us all Thy praise declare, And fruit unto perfection bear! 
Charles Wesley
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R.557
1. Today’s Gospel invitation to the sinner has been so much diluted that it leaves out…

(a) Repentance from sin, 
(b) Renunciation of such sins,  
(c) Restitution to Repay whatever loss has been caused,
(d) A Resolution never to Return to the old ways again and
(e) Complete Reliance on Christ and the Holy Spirit to accomplish the above.

"'Tis not enough to say,

'I'm sorry and repent'

And then go on from day to day,

Just as I always went.

"Repentance is to leave

The sins we loved before,

And show that we in earnest grieve

By doing them no more."
Knight's Master Book of New Illustrations.
In their place there is an invitation to taste of material gain and blessings, earthly riches and cosy comfort of a life of bliss. Instead of the repentant sinner producing fruits of repentance, he expects fruits of worldly riches to come his way. 

Jesus warned of such unfruitful life in His sight:

And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful.  (Mk. 4:19)
A Christian is not Called to a Cushy, Cosy, Comfortable life. 

He has to bear his Cross and the Cross of Christ.

Jesus Cautioned: 
Lk. 14:27
Whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after Me, cannot be My disciple. 

What kind of fruits are you bearing as a Christian (see Rumination above), 
or are you just expecting fruits of blessings to come your way?
REFLECT
2. Compare your life as a Christian where you are with those who are suffering persecution in hostile countries and regions where Christians are being hounded and persecuted for their faith, not unlike the time when Saul brought havoc to the church: (Gal. 1:13, 23, 24)
For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews' religion, how that beyond measure I persecuted the church of God, and wasted it:…
But when Paul was converted unto the Lord, His fruitful witness was such that the Jews had heard only, That he which persecuted us in times past now preacheth the faith which once he destroyed. And they glorified God in me. 
From a Persecutor of the Church, he became a Preacher of the Church,

bearing the Fruits of Faith unto His Lord to the Glory of God.
I Pet. 4:16

Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed;
but let him glorify God on this behalf. 

Are you as a Christian bearing fruit for Christ and bringing Glory to God? 

Pause and think to recall one or two fruitful instances.
REFLECT.
Points to Ponder: A Christian is not Called to a Cushy, Cosy, Comfortable life. 


He has to bear his Cross and the Cross of Christ. (Lk. 14:27)
