R556  Rumination for 27th September, 2015.
KC Ung

The Theme: The Two Goats for Yom Kippur.
berita-bethel-ung.com


The Text: He shall take of the congregation of the children of Israel two…goats for a sin offering,   Lev. 16:5
The Thots:
Last Tuesday, 22nd September was Yom Kippur –The Day of Atonement. The Ritual is described for us in Lev. 16
This Jewish day Commenced on 22nd at sundown and Continued through to nightfall on the 23rd of our calendar.
Consider the Biblical Background of the Day of Atonement. 

A. The Significance of the Day.

1. The Day Appointed Annually
Exo. 30:10

Aaron shall make an atonement…once in a year with the blood of the sin offering of atonements: 

once in the year shall he make atonement upon it throughout your generations…
2. The Date Ascribed for the Assembly.
Lev. 23:27
On the tenth day of this seventh month there shall be a day of atonement: it shall be an holy convocation 
3. The Duty of Affliction for the Atonement of sins.
Lev. 16:29
In the seventh month, on the tenth day…ye shall afflict your souls, and do no work at all. 
B. The Sacrifices for the Day.
Lev. 16:5 
He shall take of the congregation of the children of Israel two…goats for a sin offering,   
· They were an Imperfect Shadow of things yet Future.

Heb. 10:1

For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the things, 
can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the comers thereunto perfect. 
· The Implicit Substance of their Fulfilment would be in Christ, 

Heb. 10:10
By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
1. The Selection of the Two Goats:
Lev. 16:5

And he shall take of the congregation of the children of Israel two kids of the goats for a sin offering…
· The two Goats represent the two Sides (aspects) of Christ’s Sacrifice for us.
2. The Separation of the Two Goats.
Lev. 16:8-10
Aaron shall cast lots upon the two goats; one lot for the LORD, and the other lot for the scapegoat.
And Aaron shall bring the goat upon which the LORD'S lot fell, and offer him for a sin offering.
a. The Sacrificial Goat or the “Lord’s Goat”.
Lev. 16:15
Then shall he kill the goat of the sin offering…that is for the people, and bring his blood within the vail, 


…and sprinkle it upon the mercy seat, and before the mercy seat: 

i. It would be Slain as a Sin Offering as a Substitute for the people.

· Cf. Christ…Who did no sin…His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree.
I Pet. 2:21-24

ii. Its blood would be Sprinkled upon and before the Mercy Seat.

· Once UPON the Mercy Seat for the Lord above to See and be Satisfied that blood had been Shed
for Him to forgive their sins, for without shedding of blood is no remission. 
Heb. 9:22
· Seven times BEFORE the Mercy Seat to assure the Sinner time and again his Sins have been forgiven.  
By His own blood He entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.
Heb. 9:12

b. The Scapegoat or the Live Goat to be set free into the wilderness.
Lev. 16:10, 21 

But the goat, on which the lot fell to be the scapegoat, shall be presented alive before the LORD, 
to make an atonement with him, and to let him go for a scapegoat into the wilderness. 
And Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the head of the live goat, and confess over him all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions in all their sins, putting them upon the head of the goat…
i. The Sins of the people were confessed on the Scapegoat.
II Cor. 5:21
· Cf. He hath made Him to be sin for us, Who knew no sin…
ii. The Scapegoat was then Sent away into the wilderness. 
Psa. 103:12
· Cf. As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He removed our transgressions from us.
C. The Substance Overshadows the Shadow.
Heb. 9:11, 12; 10:1
The Substance of the Sin Offering in Christ is far Superior to the Shadow of the Sin offering on Yom Kippur.

1. Aaron the High Priest had to offer a Sin Offering for himself; Christ need not – He was Sinless!
2. Aaron had to repeat the Sacrifice yearly, Christ’s Offering Sufficed once for all.
Heb. 10:3, 4, 14
3. Only Sins of the Past year were Pardoned; Our sins were Forgiven Forever. 
Heb. 10:17, 18
4. Aaron had to Stand to Serve in the Tabernacle; Christ Sat down once He finished His work. Heb. 10:11, 12
Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, His flesh; And having an high priest over the house of God; Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. 
Heb. 10:19-22

Christ has for sin atonement made What a wonderful Savior!


We are redeemed, the price is paid What a wonderful Savior!
Elisha A. Hoffman
Reflections for the Week
R. 556
1. With reference to the Yom Kippur Ritual, there is a record in the Jerusalem Talmud 
of three “miraculous” happenings that purportedly occurred 40 years before the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem in 70A.D. That would make it the year that our Lord was crucified 
in 30A.D.
The Rabbinic Talmud (Yoma 39b) of the Jews says: “Our Rabbis taught: ‘During the last forty years before the destruction of the Temple the lot [‘For the Lord’] did not come up in the right hand; nor did the crimson-colored strap become white… and the doors of the Hekal (the temple) would open by themselves.’”

These three events were as follows: 

1) The “Lot” to select the scapegoat to set it free into the wilderness consistently came up on the left hand in the 40 years before the destruction of Jerusalem, and not at random as in the past 200 years or so. 
2)
The portion of the crimson-coloured ribbon that was part of the one tied to the head of the scapegoat and which was attached to the temple door did not turn white as it did before, when the goat reached the wilderness, and correspondingly the strip on the temple door.


This phenomenon was also referred to in Tractate Shabbat Folio 86a. It states:  “How do we know that a crimson-colored strap is tied to the head of the goat that is sent [to ‘Azaz’el]? Because it is said, ‘If your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow (Isaiah 1:18).’ By a miracle this crimson-colored strap turned white, thus showing the people that they were forgiven of their sins.” Rabbi Ishmael further explains, ‘Now did they not have another sign? There was a crimson thread tied to the door of the sanctuary. When the goat had reached the wilderness, the thread would turn white, as it says, “Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be white as snow.”’” 
3) The Temple doors opened by themselves every night for forty years prior to its destruction. 

  Would this signify that God’s judgment was impending now that the Jews had crucified the Messiah He had sent or that the way of access into God’s presence is now open even as the veil separating the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies was rent into two from top to bottom when Jesus died (Mt. 27:51)?

What do the above three “miracles” (happening against all statistical coincidences) and which are referred to in the Talmud speak to you of?


Missionaries reaching out to the Jews use them widely to compare what happened in 30AD to the forty years before the destruction of Jerusalem.

[For those who would like to read up further on the above, refer to:

http://www.windowview.org/hmny/pgs/talmuds.30ce.html
http://www.hebrewroot.com/Articles/Yoma39b.htm
However to counter the above arguments to support how God is dealing with the Jews is an article by a rabbi in: http://outreachjudaism.org/yomkippur/
Compare and contrast the above discussion with scripture as you know and 
REFLECT.
2. To be clear in our understanding of how God deals with the Jews now and in the future, 
we need to understand that God indeed has His own respective programmes for the Jews, the Gentiles and the Church (which is neither Jew nor Gentile, cf. I Cor. 10:32; 12:12, 13; Gal. 3:28). God will continue to have His programme for the Jew after the Church has been raptured. For now, we need to seek to bring both Jews and Gentiles into the Church, cf. Rom. 1:16. Are you doing this?

REFLECT.

Points To Ponder: Do not live in the Shadows when the Substance has come.
