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The Theme: Took, Take and Taken
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TheText:  Christ Jesus… took upon Him the form of a servant.
Phil. 2:5-7
The Thots:

A. Achan’s Sin when he took the Cursed thing.

Josh. 7:1

1. Achan took the Cursed thing: 

Achan…took of the accursed thing: and the anger of the LORD was kindled against the children of Israel. 
2. Achan saw, he Coveted and he took them!
Josh. 7:21

When I saw among the spoils a goodly Babylonish garment…then I coveted them, and took them; 
Cf.  When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, 
and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof…
Gen. 3:6

3. Achan was taken, Condemned and stoned to death for his sin. 

Josh. 7:24, 25 

And Joshua, and all Israel with him, took Achan and…stoned him with stones. Thus, he died! 

· The Sinning Soul Shall die – Behold…the soul that sinneth, it shall die.
Eze. 18:4 
B. The Lord’s Stoop when He Took the Form of a Servant to go to the Cross.
· To Save the Sinning Soul the Lord Jesus must die in the Sinner’s Stead and rise again from death. Phil. 2:5-8


1. His Rights – He was equal with God: Christ Jesus…Who, being in the form of God
2:5, 6
2. He Relinquished that Right – 
thought it not robbery to be equal with God
2:6, 7


But made Himself of no Reputation.
3. His Role – and took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:
2:7
a. He did this to do His Father’s will.
Heb. 10:7
Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me), to do Thy will, O God.
b. He did it on His own Free Will.
Jn. 10:17, 18
Therefore doth My Father love Me, because I lay down My life, that I might take it again. 
No man taketh it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, 
and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of My Father.
c. It Finally led Him to the Sacrifice of Himself on the cross for the Sinner.
Phil. 2:8
…as a man, He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross

4. His Resurrection – 
Acts 2:27; 13:35, NKJV
a. For You will not leave My soul in Hades, nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption. 
b. Concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord…declared to be the Son of God with power, 
according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.
Rom. 1:3, 4
C. The Lord Taken into Heaven but will Surely return for His Church.


1. The Angelic Proclamation:
Acts 1:10, 11, 
As He went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; which also said…this same Jesus, 
which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven.
2. This was the Lord’s Personal Promise when He was on earth:
Jn. 14:3

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; 
that where I am, there ye may be also. 
D. When the Lord returns, Sinners will be “taken” under Condemnation.
Matt. 24:38-42 

1. The Picture and Period: At the time of Noah and the flood.
24:38
As in…the day that Noe entered into the ark… so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.
2. The People Taken away:
24:39
They knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be
3.  The Parallel Picture:
24:40, 41
Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left. 

Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken, and the other left.

a. As in the flood, those taken away died in the flood of judgment; likewise the unbelieving when He comes.
b. Those left behind remained in the ark to Exit into blessing later as believing Israel would likewise Enter.
E. In the Meanwhile, the Lord took the Bread and the Cup to institute His Supper.  I Cor. 11:23-25
[What we need to do, while waiting for His Return – Remember Him!]

1. That the Lord Jesus the same night in which He was betrayed took bread: 
11:23, 24

2. …He brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me. 

3. After the same manner also He took the cup…saying, This cup is the new testament in My blood: 
this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.
11:25
Before the mournful scene began, He took the bread, and blessed, and brake:

What love through all His actions ran! What wondrous words of grace He spake!

This is My body, broke for sin; Receive and eat the living food:

Then took the cup, and blessed the wine; ’Tis the new cov’nant in My blood.
Isaac Watts
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R553

1. For this Week, let us consider the following challenging “Takes” of the Lord and let His words challenge us directly…
a. The Lord’s “Take-no-Care” Thoughts: [care – see below for explanation]
i. Matthew 6:25 
Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. 
Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment? 

ii. Matthew 6:31 
Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? 

iii. Matthew 10:19 
But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak. 
iv. Matthew 6:34 
Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.

b. The Lord’s Challenging Thoughts:
Matt. 6:27-28 Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature? 

And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow;
they toil not, neither do they spin:

c. The Lord’s Commitment if only we would Trust Him:
Matt. 6:32-33
For after all these things do the Gentiles seek: for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things.  But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; 
and all these things shall be added unto you.
In His Sermon on the Mount, was the Lord encouraging us not to plan or prepare for our future?
We just need to leave all things to Him and to take all things as they come?
The key to the understanding of His “thought” and what He taught is to understand what “thought” means? 
The Greek word merimnaō is from merimna which means to be anxious about 
(be, have) care (-ful), take thought, Strong's. 
In Matt. 6:25-32, the Lord was telling His disciples not to be anxious to the extent of being unduly worried, but to trust the Lord for their provision in life in all things, even as He had provided for life in nature, and the futility of being anxious or worried. 
It would not help in any way if we just worry and worry where we cannot do anything about it.
Paul himself took on this theme when he exhorted the Christians: 
Phil. 4:6, NKJV
Be anxious for nothing (Do not worry about anything, NRSV) but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 

At the end, the Lord summed up His thoughts for us taking no thought with this advice to all:
But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. “Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble. 
Mt. 6:33, 34, ESV
In these very worrisome days, can you trust the Lord in this area of your life?
REFLECT.

2. The Lord lay down a condition for one to be His disciple - 
And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after Me, cannot be My disciple (Lk. 14:27)
The cross is associated with suffering. Compare Paul’s aspiration in life: (Phil. 3:10)

That I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; 
Peter wrote: Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf. (I Pet. 4:16). Are you a Christian?
REFLECT
Points to Ponder: 
It took all of Christ to make you a Christian; 


what does it take you to show that you are a Christian?

