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TheText:  Christ Jesus… took upon Him the form of a servant.
Phil. 2:5-7
The Thots:

A. The Messiah TOOK upon Him…

Phil. 2:5-8
Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus…

1. Jesus Took the Form of Man as an obedient Servant.

a. His Rights: He was equal with God – He was in the form of God
ESV
b. His Role: did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped,


took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men.
KJV
c. His Responsibility: as a Man, He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death…of the cross.
2. Jesus had the Right to Lay down His Life and to Take it up again.
John 10:17-18 (HCSB) 
This is why the Father loves Me, because I am laying down My life so I may take it up again. 
No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down on My own. I have the right to lay it down, 
and I have the right to take it up again. I have received this command from My Father.”
3. Jesus Taken up into Heaven

a. He Returned to Heaven when He accomplished His Mission.
Acts 1:10-11 (KJV) …This same Jesus…is taken up from you into heaven.
b. He is now seated on the Right hand of His Father in Heaven.
Heb. 1:3
When He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high.
c. And He would Return from heaven for His own.

…This same Jesus…shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven.
B. Man TAKEN from the Ground and Woman TAKEN from Man.
1. Man was taken from the ground from whence he was taken.
Gen. 3:23
a. The Man in Creation.

i. He was Created from the dust of the earth.
Gen 2:7

The LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life.
ii. He was Chosen to head God’s Creation.
Gen. 2:19

And out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field, 
and every fowl of the air; and brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them: 
and whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was the name thereof.
b. The Man in Christ.

His Rights: he has the same status as the woman.
Gal. 3:28

There is…neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.

c. The Man in the Local Church.

i. His Representation: He represents Christ Who is the Head of the Church.
I Cor. 11:3; Eph. 5:25
But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man. 
ii. His Role: To Lead in the Local Church.
I Tim. 2:8
I will…that men pray every where...
iii. His Responsibility: …To Love the Woman, as Christ Loved the Church.
Eph. 5:25
Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave Himself for it.
2. The Woman was Taken from Man.

Gen. 2:22, 23

 And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made He a woman, and brought her unto the man. Adam said…she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.
a. The Woman in Creation
i. Her Rights – to be Loved by Man; he is to Leave all and Live with her. 
Gen. 2:24
A man (shall) leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.

ii. Her Role – She was created from Man to be his Living Help-Mate.
Gen. 2:18
b. The Woman in Christ –
Her Rights – She has the Same Standing as Man.
Cf. Gal. 3:28

c. The Woman in the Local Church –
i. Her Role – 
She Submits to Man – I do not permit a woman…to have authority over a man I Tim. 2:12
ii. She Represents the Church.


As the Church is Subject to Christ, her Head, she submits to her Husband/Man. 
Eph. 5:22, 23
C. Jesus TOOK the cup


Mat 26:27
And He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it.
Today as we take the bread, and take of the cup, let us remember Him until He comes.
I Cor. 11:26

Thy body, broken for my sake, My bread from Heaven shall be;

The testamental cup I take, And thus remember Thee.

J. Montgomery
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK

1. In Christ, do Christians have Rights?
· Basically, all Christians have this fundamental right –
Jn. 1:12, NKJV
But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, 
to those who believe in His name: 

· Consider that the Lord Himself surrendered His right for our sakes (redemption):

Philippians 2:5-8 (ESV) 
Christ Jesus, who, though He was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped,  but emptied Himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men.  And being found in human form, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 

John 10:17-18 (HCSB) 

This is why the Father loves Me, because I am laying down My life so I may take it up again.  No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down on My own. I have the right to lay it down, and I have the right to take it up again. I have received this command from My Father.”

· John the Baptist said:

John 3:30 (ESV) 
He must increase, but I must decrease.” 

· Paul said:

Galatians 2:20 (KJV) 
 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me:
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave Himself for me.
Philippians 3:8 (KJV) 
Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, 
and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, 

· Jesus now challenges us:

Luke 9:23 (KJV) 
And He said to them all, If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.

Can you therefore surrender your Rights to Christ for His sake?


What does it mean to you to do so?
REFLECT
2. In these days, where Human Rights and Equality of Man and Woman are stressed in Society, should we bring this “movement” into the local Church too?
Consider what the Bible teaches about the Respective Rights, Representations, Roles and Responsibilities of Man and Woman in Creation, in Christ and in the local Church
(See Rumination above). Also consider the Reflection in No. 1 above.

What stand do you take with regard to your Rights in your church?
REFLECT
Points To Ponder: It is Right for Christians to Surrender their Rights to Christ.
