R550 Rumination for August 16, 2015
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The Theme:  Enduring The Suffering and the Shame
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
Looking unto Jesus the Author and Finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God`

Heb. 12:2
The Thots:

Intro.  Jesus the Author and Finisher of our Faith – 

He Planned for our Salvation looking forward to its Process with Joy.
A. The Joy before Him that made Him Endure the Suffering on the Cross.

1. The Throbbing pain of the Beaten Thorn-Crowned Brow.
Mt. 27:29, 30

When they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon His head, and a reed in His right hand: 

… they spit upon Him, and took the reed, and smote Him on the head.

2. The Searing pain of the Scourge on His back before He was led to be Crucified.
 

When he had scourged Jesus, he delivered Him to be crucified.
Mt. 27:26



Cp. The plowers plowed upon my back: they made long their furrows. 
Psa. 129:3
3. The Piercing Pain of the Nail Prints when He was on the Cross.
Psa. 22:16, 17
The assembly of the wicked have inclosed Me: they pierced My hands and My feet. 

I may tell all My bones: they look and stare upon Me.
4. The Caustic pain of the Spear-pierced Side where blood Came forth.
Jn. 19:34 

One of the soldiers with a spear pierced His side, and forthwith came there out blood and water.
B. The Joy before Him that made Him Despise the Shame –
1. The Shame He Suffered when His Captors Reproached Him.

Lk. 22:63
And the men that held Jesus mocked Him, and smote Him. And when they had blindfolded Him, 
they struck Him on the face, and asked Him, saying, Prophesy, who is it that smote Thee? 
2. The Shame He Suffered when one of the malefactors Railed on Him when on the Cross.

Lk. 23:39 
One of the malefactors which were hanged railed on Him, saying, If thou be Christ, save thyself and us.

3. The Shame He Received from the Chief priests, Scribes and Elders who Ridiculed Him. 
Mt. 27:41-43

Likewise also the chief priests mocking Him, with the scribes and elders, said, 

He saved others; Himself He cannot save. If He be the King of Israel, 

let Him now come down from the cross, and we will believe Him.
He trusted in God; let Him deliver Him now, if He will have Him: for He said, I am the Son of God.

4. The Shame He suffered when the Soldiers Reproached Him as they “Crowned” Him. 
Matt. 27:29-30 

When they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon His head, and a reed in his right hand: 
and they bowed the knee before Him, and mocked Him, saying, Hail, King of the Jews! 

And they spit upon Him, and took the reed, and smote Him on the head.

5. The Shame He Suffered when those who passed by Reviled and Castigated Him.

Mt. 27:39, 40
And they that passed by reviled Him, wagging their heads, 

And saying, Thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three days, save Thyself.
C. What then was that Joy that made Him endure the Sufferings and Shame above? 

1. The Joy of Accomplishing His Mission:

He shall see of the travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied: 

by his knowledge shall My righteous servant justify many; for He shall bear their iniquities. 
Isa. 53:11
Jesus…said, It is finished: and He bowed His head, and gave up the ghost. 
Jn. 19:30
When Jesus had cried with a loud voice, He said, Father, into Thy hands I commend My spirit: 
and having said thus, He gave up the ghost. 
Lk. 23:46

2. The Joy of being Acclaimed by His Father:
Phil. 2:9-11
Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a name which is above every name: 

That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

3. The Joy of Ascending to the Father’s Throne to sit on His Right Hand.
Heb. 1:3; 12:2
When He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high.
4. The Joy of Accepting Saved Souls in heaven.
Lk. 15:7, 10
I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, 

Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.

Christ is risen! Christ is risen! Conquered death and all His foes!
Crucified and dead and buried, Very man, as man He rose. Alleluia! Alleluia!
He for us the cross endured, And the bitter shame despising,
Life, immortal life, secured.
Harriet M. Kimball

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 550
1. Our Lord Jesus Christ for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame. Heb. 12:2
Christians are normally not even required to endure the cross, yet are ashamed to bear the “shame” of being a Christian. We are not referring to cases of Christians living in hostile lands where they are persecuted for just being Christians but to those living in “free” countries where each one is free to profess whatever religion each chooses. Yet in these free societies, Christians are not only afraid to testify to their Christian faith, they are not even known to their colleagues as Christians. 
Perhaps we should look at what the Bible has to say of Christians:

Acts 11:26
And it came to pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves with the church, and taught much people. And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch. 
"The disciples were called Christians first in Antioch" (Acts 11:26). The origin of the name Christian was not given as a name of honor but rather of scorn. Tacitus, a Roman historian, writing in the first century said, "The vulgar [morally crude, undeveloped, coarse, gross, offensive] call them Christians." Some who hate our faith and lifestyle may indeed honor us unwittingly by their name-calling. 
First, who were called Christians. "The disciples." The word "Christian" means Christ follower. This is what disciples were. Many things are called Christian today that have nothing to do with Christ. 
Second, why they were called Christians. They were called Christian because of their lifestyle. People noticed how the disciples lived, what they believed, and their attachment to the person of Christ. What would people call you if it was based on how you lived and what you were devoted to. Today many people want to be called Christian who do not live as Christians. 
Third, where they were called Christians. "Antioch." The city of Antioch was filled with idolatry and was hostile to the Gospel. Yet it was there that people lived so faithfully for Jesus Christ that they were called "Christians." You may not live in a place sympathetic to your faith. But if you have a faith that is committed to Jesus Christ, you will have a strong testimony.

Analytical Bible Expositor - Analytical Bible Expositor – Acts.

Cp. Acts 26:28 – 

Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian. 

Are you known as a Christian by those around you? Will they do or not do, say or not say, certain things because they respect you as a Christian who does not do or say these things less they offend you?
Has anyone been won to the Lord because of what he or she sees in you as a Christian?
REFLECT
2. 1 Peter 4:16 
Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; 
but let him glorify God on this behalf. 
The Lord Jesus endured excruciating pain and suffered the shame of being the Christ 

on the Cross: 
And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on Him, saying, 
If Thou be Christ, save thyself and us. (Lk. 23:39)

The Challenge to the Christian today is: 

If Christ dared to be the Christ on the cross for your sake,

are you prepared to be called, and be a Christian even if you have to suffer the shame of being one and bear your cross for Him?
Whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after Me, cannot be My disciple. (Lk. 14:27)

REFLECT
Points To Ponder: 
Are you a CHRIST-ian – All of CHRIST and I-Am-Nothing? (cf. Jn. 3:30)
