R549 Rumination for August 09, 2015

by K.C. Ung 
The Theme: 
Count and Choose
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
I count all things but loss

Phil. 3:8a
The Thots:

A. Paul Counted all things Gained as (Dung, KJV)/ Rubbish (NKJV).
Phil. 
3:7-8
Note:  “Count” is Gk. Hēgeomai 
Literally it means to lead, e.g. Heb. 13:7, 17, 24. 

Metaphorically, it speaks of "leading out before the mind," that is, to think about something
 in order to view, regard, or esteem it. 
[A Word for the Day: Key Words from the New Testament]

What Prompted Paul to Choose Christ above all that he Could ever gain for himself?  
1. Paul
Concluded what things were gain to me, those I Counted loss for Christ.

3:7b  cf. 4-6

Consider the things Paul Profited from: Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, 


of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; 


Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless.

2. He Compared them to dung, that I may win Christ.

3:8c

3. He Esteemed the Excellency of the knowledge of Christ to be worth all that he could Ever gain in life – 
Yea…I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord:
B. Moses Counted all things of this World  not Worth the Reproach of Christ.
Heb. 11:24-26 

Note: “Esteeming” is Gk. Hēgeomai. 
See #A above.

Moses had a perceived Concept of Christ by Faith (though he never saw Christ)
Heb. 
11:26a
1. He Refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter.

11:24a


2. He Resolved to Suffer affliction [Persecution] with the People of God.

 11:25a
      Rather than to enjoy the Pleasures of Sin for a Season 

 11:25b

3. He esteem(ed) the Reproach of Christ greater Riches than the treasures in Egypt

 11:26a
4. He had Respect unto the Recompence of the Reward in the future.

 11:26b
· Paul Counted all things He gained as Dung (Refuse) for the Excellency of the Knowledge of Christ.
· Moses Chose Rather to suffer affliction with God’s people and bear the Reproach of Christ 
as greater Reward than the treasures in Egypt and the Pleasures of Sin for a Season.

11:25
C. Joshua Chose with his Relatives in His home to serve the Lord.
Josh. 
24:15
1. Joshua Chose to Serve the Lord with his family – for me and my house, we will serve the LORD  24:15b

2. Joshua Challenged Israel to do likewise.

24:15a

And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; 
whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, 
or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell:
3. Israel Confessed that they would do the same s Joshua:

24:16, 21, 24

And the people answered and said, God forbid that we should forsake the LORD, to serve other gods; 


And the people said unto Joshua, Nay; but we will serve the LORD. 

And the people said unto Joshua, The LORD our God will we serve, and His voice will we obey
4. This Commitment was Covenanted between the People and God.
So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and set them a statute and an ordinance in Shechem. 

And Joshua wrote these words in the book of the law of God, and took a great stone, and set it up there under an oak, that was by the sanctuary of the LORD. And Joshua said unto all the people, Behold, this stone shall be a witness unto us; for it hath heard all the words of the LORD which he spake unto us: it shall be therefore a witness unto you, lest ye deny your God. 
· Just as the Stone was the Monument to Israel’s Covenant with God, 
so is the Lord’s Supper a Memorial between the Christians and Christ. 

And we are to Choose to Partake of the Lord’s Table and not the Demons’ Table. 
I Cor. 10:21, NKJV
1) The Choice to Make: 
You cannot partake of the Lord's table and of the table of demons



You cannot Drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of Demons;
2) The Contents of the Demons’ Table: - The things which the Gentiles sacrifice they sacrifice to demons 

and not to God, and I do not want you to have fellowship with demons.  I Cor. 10:20
3) The Commitment to Take: 
I Cor. 11:28, 29, NKJV
But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord's body. 
I’d rather have Jesus than silver or gold; I’d rather be His than have riches untold;
I’d rather have Jesus than houses or lands; I’d rather be led by His nail-pierced hand

Than to be the king of a vast domain Or be held in sin’s dread sway;
I’d rather have Jesus than anything This world affords today.

I’d rather have Jesus than men’s applause; I’d rather be faithful to His dear cause;

I’d rather have Jesus than worldwide fame; I’d rather be true to His holy name. 
     Rhea F. Miller
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R549
1. In life, we need to make many decisions. We need to compare and contrast the advantages 
and disadvantages, the permanence and the transience of the issues before us. 
We need to consider always the Greater Good or the Greater Gain.
Paul chose to know and win Christ even if it meant forsaking the gain he had achieved 

before he became a Christian. He considered his gain as dung.
(Phil. 3:4-8)

Moses chose the permanent and spiritual values of a future reward rather than 


enjoying the temporary and transient pleasures for a season 

even though it meant he would suffer affliction in the process. 
(Heb. 11:24-28)

The prodigal son chose to enjoy his inheritance in riotous living until he realized his folly, 

repented and returned to the father. 

He made a foolish material choice but thankfully he had the chance to make good.
The rich fool miscalculated and thought that he could live a long time to enjoy his riches 

and made preparations to hoard more of his expected harvests. 

Yes, these harvests would grow, but his life had to go! 

God said: Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: 

then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?  
(Lk. 12:20)

Charles Thomas Studd, a British cricketer and missionary to China, emphasised the life of faith, 
believing that God would provide for a Christian's needs. His father died while he was in China, and he gave away his inheritance of £29,000, specifying £5,000 to be used for the Moody Bible Institute, £5,000 for George Müller mission work and his orphans, £5,000 for George Holland's work with England's poor in Whitechapel, and £5,000 to Commissioner Booth Tucker for the Salvation Army in India… Studd continues to be best remembered by many for the poem, 
"Only One Life, 'Twill Soon Be Past". Its memorable verse states: 

Only one life 'twill soon be past.

Only what's done for Christ will last.


From: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Studd

How do you count to live out your life? What are the factors you use for your calculation? 
How do you set out your life’s balance sheet? Consider the choices of those in our study above and 


REFLECT.

2. Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge 
of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, 
and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, 
Phil. 3:8
Paul’s decision and ambition to go to the full extent of losing all things he could count as gain, to count the same as dung spoke voluminously for what he was aiming and aspiring for, viz. the excellency (the surpassing value, HCSB) of just knowing and winning Christ. 
The word he used to express this great distaste of so-called gain that could hamper his knowing his Lord was the Greek word, skubalon (used only once in scripture). It literally means dung as translated in KJV, but diluted (to be politically correct?) by modern translations as rubbish (NKJV, NRSV, ESV, NASB, NIV), refuse (YLT, ASV), filth (HCSB), garbage (NLT), or even trash (NCV).  Strong has it as what is thrown to the dogs, i.e. refuse (ordure):- dung, and Vines has it as dung. 
According to J.D. Watson (in his book A Word For The Day), “skubalon goes even further than those somewhat milder images. It’s an extremely course, ugly, and repulsive word that also referred to excrement…Paul considered everything in this world nothing more than the most repulsive thing he could think of in comparison to knowing the Lord Jesus Christ.”
Are you prepared to go the full extent as Paul did to regard your gains as dung in order that you might not be hampered in any way as you seek to know Christ and to win Him? 

REFLECT
Points To Ponder:
 How do you count your earthly gains? 


 Rubbish, refuse, filth, garbage, trash?


or dung? Ready to give them up for Christ?
