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The Theme: 
Until the Day Breaks
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
Until the day break, and the shadows flee away

Songs 2:17a; 4:6a

Cf. …   Until He come.

I Cor. 11:26
The Thots:


The above text (SS 2:17a) occurs twice in Solomon’s Song of Songs which was a love song between…

Solomon and the Shulamite woman?
SS 6:13
A Shepherd and his Spouse?
SS 5:1
A Lover and his beLoved?
SS 2:16; 6:3

Whatever Stance one takes of the two main characters the following Situations were enacted between them.
A. Until the day break, and the shadows flee away…
Song of S. 2:17
1. This Statement Suggests a Separation – then and until…

a. The Lover and the Beloved had been separated for the time Being.

2:17
O my dove, that art in the clefts of the rock, in the secret places of the stairs, 

let me see thy countenance, let me hear thy voice;

2:14 

Cf. …like a roe or a young hart upon the mountains of Bether.


2:17b
They were, as it were, on the mountains of Bether, lit. = Separation.
· Cf. Jesus is now separated physically from us – He has gone to prepare a Home for us.
 Jn. 14:3
  I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself.
b. Personal Problems had come Between the Lovers.
SS 2:15

Catch the foxes for us— the little foxes that ruin the vineyards— for our vineyards are in bloom. 

i. Their relationship then was tender and Vulnerable – our Vineyards are in bloom.
ii. And some little problems had Visited them – the little foxes that ruin the Vineyards
iii. They needed to Prevent these Problems from deVeloping –



Catch us the foxes, the little foxes that spoil the Vines,

NKJV
· Cf. In our Lord’s absence, let us keep our Relationship with Him Right; let no Sin come in to Spoil it.

If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me:

Psa. 66:18
2. However, during this Period, there was a Bond that Bound them together:
SS 2:16; 6:3
My beloved is mine, and I am his: he feedeth [lit. = shepherd, pasture] among the lilies.

i. Note the Beloved’s Assurance and the Affirmation: My beloved is mine, and I am his.
ii. Such Devotion will assure that there would be no permanent Drift.

iii. She might not See him but the Shepherd Provided and Pastured her behind the Scene – 
He feedeth among the lilies
· Cf. The LORD is my Shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 
     
He leadeth me beside the still waters.
Psa. 23:1, 2
3. She ever Longed for his active Living presence with her – 
SS 2:17b
Turn, my beloved, and be thou like a roe or a young hart upon the mountains of Bether.
4. Yes, He would Return for her ultimately: the separation was just temporary.
SS 2:17a

Until the day break, and the shadows flee away, turn, my beloved…
· Cf. I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. Jn. 14:3

B. Until the day break, and the shadows flee away…
Song of S 4:6
Until then, the beloved would go to two places where she expected to find her lover…
1. Until then, I will get me to the mountain of myrrh…
SS 4:6a
Note:  Myrrh was used to perfume the Bride and her Bed; 

1:13; 5:13

It was also used as a Balm for the Body during Burial.
Jn. 19:38-40
2. Until then (I will get me) to the hill of frankincense. 
SS 4:6b
Note: 
Frankincense was the ingredient for the perfume for worship in the Tabernacle. Exo. 30:34, 35

It served as an incense giving out sweet Fragrance.
SS 3:6; 4:14
a. Thus, until He Comes, let us Come to the Lord’s Supper…
i. …To Calvary [the Mountain of Myrrh] to Commemorate Him in His death for us…I Cor. 11:23-25
That the Lord Jesus…took bread: and when He had given thanks, He brake it, 
and said, Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me. 

As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come. I Cor. 11:26
b. Until He comes, let us bring Forth our Frankincense to the Hill of Zion (Psa. 2:6) where the King is
ii. …to Celebrate His Sacrifice for us, an offering…to God for a Sweet-Smelling Savour. 
Eph. 5:2
· And to Present to Him our gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh in worship as the wise men did:
When they…saw the young child…fell down, and worshipped Him: 
and…they presented unto Him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.
Mt. 2:11
· And to Proclaim the Lord's death until He comes.
I Cor. 11:26, ESV

We have gold for tribute and gifts for prayer, Incense of myrrh, and spices rare:


All that we have, we hither bring, To lay it with joy at the feet of the King.
R. W. Raymond.
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1. The Beloved in the Song wanted to go to the mountain of myrrh to find her lover.
Myrrh would suggest not only the fragrance of worship but also the perfume to anoint 
and embalm the body of a corpse for burial. It is associated with death.
The beloved also wanted to go to the hill of frankincense. This would indeed suggest worship as the spice was used in the holy incense in the service of the tabernacle. 
Also when the wise men visited the infant Jesus, they gave Him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. But before that, they fell down and worshipped Him. (Mt. 2:11)

Now let us go up another mountain to find the One Whom we love, our Lord Jesus. 
He had gone up this mountain with three of His beloved disciples, Peter, James and John. 
When He was up there, He was transfigured before them. (Mt. 17:1, 2)
And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and bringeth them up into an high mountain apart, and was transfigured before them: and His face did shine as the sun, and His raiment was white as the light.  
 
And, behold, there talked with Him two men, which were Moses and Elias: Who appeared in glory, and spake of His decease which he should accomplish at Jerusalem. 
And what were the two talking to Him about? – the soon-coming death of the Lord Jesus, His decease which He should accomplish in Jerusalem. (Lk. 9:30, 31)
Yes, this mountain of Transfiguration would be the anticipated Mountain of Myrrh. It was up there that the Lord was preparing to accomplish His coming mission. Soon He would go down from there unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day. (Mt. 16:21)

The disciples having heard this very intimate conversation between their Lord and the two great prophets concerning His coming death, and the Father’s acknowledgement of His Son (behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye Him, Mt. 17:5) from above. They fell down and were terrified. 
As you attend the Lord’s Supper every Lord’s Day, it would seem that you would also be going up the mountain of myrrh. As you commemorate His death, burial and resurrection, fall down and be awed (not terrified) to worship Him.  Go up as it were also to the hill of frankincense and present your gifts to Him as you remember Him thus. Can you do that?


REFLECT.
2. Three things stood out in this incident. 
Matt. 17:4-9
One, God’s declaration: This is My beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased; hear ye Him. 
Second, when the disciples finally came to their senses: they saw no man, save Jesus only.

Third, Jesus charged them, saying, Tell the vision to no man, until the Son of man be risen again from the dead.
Out of this whole incident, they must learn that it was the Lord and only the Lord Who must receive all glory and honour. They needed to hear and obey Him. That was the only way to please God even as He pleased His Father. What they saw, though a marvelous experience, was not important. It was Whom they saw that was important! And the first test of obedience to Him was to tell no man about this incident until He rose again from the dead. Only the Risen Christ could verify their testimony to Him. 

From henceforth, their Walk must substantiate their Talk.
Yet they found themselves weak when what they Experienced did not Empower them.
And I besought Thy disciples to cast him out; and they could not. 
Lk. 9:40
Have you seen and been with Jesus? And will others see this in you?


Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled; and they took knowledge of them, 
that they had been with Jesus. Acts 4:13
REFLECT
Points to Ponder: A Mountain-top Experience may Enrich but it may not Empower.
