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The Theme: 
As A Father
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The Text:  Even as a father the son in whom he delighteth.
Pro. 3:12
The Thots: 
Intro.: [This Rumination was originally slotted for last Sunday – Father’s Day.]
God the Father demonstrates His Relationship with His people, the Children of Israel, and the Church, His born-again Children, by appealing to the model of the earthly fathers and what He expects of them in their Roles and Responsibilities to their children so as to Correctly Reflect His own relationship with His own.

Last week was Father’s Day. Let us Remind ourselves of this duty of fathers to their children to Represent God to them. Let us also Remember this Lord’s Day that God the Father so loved us that He gave us His Son. 
A. For whom the LORD loveth He correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he delighteth
1. The Example of the Heavenly Father – For whom the LORD loveth…
Pro. 3:12a
a. God Delights in all and His Son Reflects it – 
Mk. 10:14 

Suffer the little children to come unto Me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God.

b. God Discriminates against none, and His Son Rejects none – 
Jn. 6:37
All that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me; and him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out. 
Jesus loves the little children, All the children of the world.

Red and yellow, black and white, All are precious in His sight,

Jesus loves the children of the world.

c. The Lord Disciplines those He Loves, as a father the son he Delights in. 
Pro. 3:12, NIV
The Lord Disciplines those whom He loves, and chastises every child whom He accepts. Heb.12:6 NRSV
· Consider the Chastening of the Lord because He loves and Cherishes His Children.  Heb. 12:5-11, NIV
2. The Expectation of the Earthly Father – even as a father the son in whom he delighteth.
Pro. 3:12b
a. The Father on earth should Delight in his Children and Discipline them when they Disobey. Heb. 12:6, 7b

For what son is not disciplined by his father?


b. Ct. Father Jacob (Israel) loved Joseph and Pampered him with a multi-Coloured Coat.
Gen. 37:3, 4

Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age: 

and he made him a coat of many colours. And when his brethren saw that their father loved him more than all his brethren, they hated him, and could not speak peaceably unto him.
i. Its Significance: Jacob Favoured Joseph above the rest of his Siblings.

· For Joseph was the Firstborn of Rachel, Jacob’s loved wife.
Gen. 30:22-24
· For Joseph was the Favourite son of his old age.
Gen. 37:3
ii. Its Sad mistake: Jacob should have remembered what parental Favouritism did to his Family. 
[It Separated him from his loving mother, and it would separate Joseph from Jacob, 
27:1-28:5]
· His brothers Stripped him of the coat and later Sold him as a Slave.
Gen. 37:23

…his brethren…stripped Joseph out of his coat…of many colours that was on him;

· It later brought Sadness to the father for the rest of his life.
Gen. 37:32

And they sent the coat of many colours, and they brought it to their father; 

and said, This have we found: know now whether it be thy son's coat or no.

c. Ct. Father David Pandered to his sons’ whims and fancies and did not Correct him.

Now Joab the son of Zeruiah perceived that the king's heart was toward Absalom. 
II Sam. 14:1

David did not Discipline…

i. Ammon when he Raped Tamar, Absalom’s full sister.
II Sam. 13:1-14, 15

ii. Absalom, when he Recruited men to himself against David. 
II Sam. 15:1-6b
· The Rebels proclaimed Absalom king over Hebron.
II Sam. 15:10

· Yet the king gave orders that his son be spared.
II Sam. 18:5, 12
B. Like as a father pitieth his children, so the LORD pitieth them that fear him.
Psa. 103:13
1. The Example of the Heavenly Father – the LORD pitieth them that fear Him
2. The Expectation of the Earthly Father – Like as a father pitieth his children…
a. The Father should show Compassion to his Children cf. the prodigal son.
Lk. 15:20-24

b. The Father should Counsel (exhort), Comfort and Charge (urge, NIV) his Children.
I Thes. 2:11

As ye know how we exhorted and comforted and charged every one of you, as a father doth his children.
Conclusion: 

On this Lord’s Day, compare the Father’s Love for us, His children, in that He that spared not His own Son, 

but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? 
Rom. 8:32
Let us Remember God’s Great love for us to Give us His Son in His death, burial and Resurrection. 

Let us Revere Him at this Remembrance Feast.
O holy Father, who in tender love Didst give Thine only Son for us to die,
The while He pleads at Thy right hand above, We in one Spirit now with faith draw nigh,
And, as we eat this bread and drink this wine, Plead His once offered sacrifice divine.

Edward H. Bickersteth

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R543
1. Last month the world at large celebrated Mother’s Day. 
Last week they celebrated Father’s Day.

The big question is: Is there a Day for Grandparents?
Years ago, when the parents brought up their children, and their children brought up their own children, it was most likely the three generations stayed in the same house,  ate together at the same table, went places together and did things together, etc.

Today this is seldom the norm. The children of the parents would have moved out from their parents’ home to stay on their own or would have relocated somewhere else or even migrated to another country in search of employment, etc. While staying away, they would have brought up their children in their new adopted country away from their parents. The children who are brought up are no more as close as their parents were, to now, their grandparents. The close links forged between children and parents is no more that evident between the grandchildren and their grand-parents.  Unless they keep in touch through modern communication technology via Skype, WhatsApp, Viber, or even the line phone, etc. or both parties attempt to visit each other, the relationship ties between the third generation and the first are no more as close between the first and second. 
In such cases, it falls on the second generation to make efforts to bring the two parties together to promote a loving and respectful relationship between them. 

On Father’s Day, how do you, as a Father, seek to connect your children to your father (or parents) so that they recognise, respect and relate well to their grandfather or their grandparents?  

In certain cases, grandparents may be so well related to their grandchildren that they pamper them too much to your dislike. What do you do then?

How will you as a father bring up your children to bring about a balanced relationship between the first and third generation resulting in a happy and healthy relationship of the three generations? 
REFLECT
2. The Bible teaches the need for the three generations of parents, the children and grandchildren to be closely linked together not only in the respect for one another, but most importantly in their respective respect for God and His Word. Thus:
Psalm 78:5, 6
For He established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, which He commanded our fathers, that they should make them known to their children: 

That the generation to come might know them, even the children which should be born; who should arise and declare them to their children: 

Psalm 128:6 
Yea, thou shalt see thy children's children, and peace upon Israel. 

Psalm 132:12 
If thy children will keep My covenant and My testimony that I shall teach them, 
their children shall also sit upon thy throne for evermore. 

Compare also the relationship between Timothy and his mother and grandmother:

2 Timothy 1:5
When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded that in thee also. 

However, today it is rare to have these three generations in close contact. 
The generation of parents in between the two is most important in bringing them together to have a meaningful relationship with each other.  How do you play out this role as father to your children and as a son to your parents?  Or for all that matters, as a daughter to your parents and as a mother to your children?
REFLECT.
POINTS TO PONDER: A Father and Mother have a three-fold responsibility – 
to Respect their parents, to teach their children to respect their parents, and their parents’ parents!
