R542  - Rumination for June 21, 2015
(Fathers’ Day Rumination)
by K.C. Ung 
The Theme: 
The Scene at the Cross
berita-bethel-ung.com

The Text:  The People stood beholding…the things that were done…and…
Lk. 23:35, 48
The Thots:
Intro. 
This Rumination Replaces a Fathers’ Day Rumination which has been deferred 

because of the tragic event Recorded in the Reflections for the Week #1 below.

The original Fathers’ Day Rumination will now appear next Lord’s Day instead.
I. A Son’s Triumphant Gift to His Father for Fathers’ Day.
See #C.1

II. A Daughter’s Tragic Gift to her Father for Fathers’ Day.
See Reflections for the Week #1
A. The Spite.
Lk. 23:35
These Spiteful People Derided Jesus on the Cross - The people stood beholding. And…derided Him…
1. The Rulers…derided Him, saying, He saved others; let Him save Himself, if He be Christ…
23:35
2. The soldiers…(Reproached) mocked Him, saying, If Thou be the king of the Jews, save Thyself.  23:36
3. One…(Robber)…Railed on Him, saying, If Thou be Christ, save Thyself and us. 
23:39 cf. Mt. 27:38
4. Those who Passed by derided Him…saying, “…save Yourself! If you are the Son of God, 
come down from the cross.”
Mt. 27:39, 40
5. The chief Priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked Him, saying, “He saved others; He cannot save Himself. He is the King of Israel; let Him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in Him. 
He trusts in God; let God deliver Him now, if He desires Him. For He said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 

Mt. 27:41-43
· Note: If He had come down from the Cross to save Himself, none of them or us could be saved!
B. The Smite.

These Smitten People repented over what they saw and heard at the Cross.
Lk. 23:48
All the people that came together to that sight, beholding the things which were done, 
smote their breasts, and returned.

1. The Criminal on the Cross who was on Jesus’ right. He said to the other on His left:  Lk. 23:40-43 
Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation? And we indeed justly; 
for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this Man hath done nothing amiss. 
Cf. #A3 above.
2. The Centurion who was at the foot of the Cross.
Lk. 23:47
Now when the centurion saw what was done, he glorified God, saying, 

Certainly this was a righteous man. 

3. Joseph, the Counsellor who buried Him in his new tomb.
Lk. 23:50-53
There was a man named Joseph, a Counsellor; and he was a good man, and a just: 

(The same had not consented to the counsel and deed of them;)…This man went unto Pilate, 
and begged the body of Jesus. And he took it down, and wrapped it in linen, and laid it in a sepulchre that was hewn in stone, wherein never man before was laid.
C. The Sight at the Site – They were touched by what they Saw and Heard at the Site:  Lk. 23:48
All the people that came together to that sight, beholding the things which were done, 

smote their breasts, and returned.
1. Jesus Assuring the thief on His right of a Place in Paradise.
Lk. 23:42, 43 cf. #B1
And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when Thou comest into Thy kingdom. 
And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with Me in paradise.
2. Jesus Arranging a Home for His Mother.
Jn. 19:26, 27
When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom He loved standing nearby, He said to His mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” Then He said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!”
And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home.
3. Jesus And His Father Conversing when He was on the Cross:

a. Jesus Asked Forgiveness For His Foes From His Father.
Lk. 23:34

Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. 
b. Jesus Agonised when Forsaken by His Father.
Mt. 27:46
About the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice…My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?
c. Jesus Acclaimed His Finished Mission to His Father.
Jn. 19:30
Jesus…said, It is Finished: and He bowed His head, and gave up the ghost. 
Cf.  When Jesus had cried with a loud voice, He said, Father, into thy hands I commend My spirit: 
and having said thus, He gave up the ghost. 
Lk. 23:46
· I. This was a Son’s Triumphant Gift to His Father!
Cf. II below.
· As we sit at the Table today, may our eyes of Faith Focus on our Beloved Lord on the Cross:

Near the cross! O Lamb of God, Bring its scenes before me;

Help me walk from day to day, With its shadows o’er me.

Near the cross I’ll watch and wait Hoping, trusting ever,


Till I reach the golden strand, Just beyond the river. 
Fanny Crosby
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
R. 542
II.
A Daughter’s Tragic Gift to her Father for Fathers’ Day.
Cf. #I above.

1. Three nights ago I attended a “wake” service of a 14-year-old Form Two Chinese School student who attended the Sunday School in my assembly since she was nine. She fell from her 11th floor apartment to return to the dust from which her first forefather was created. Two weeks before that, i.e. before the school holidays, she was sitting for her school examination when she realised that she still had the slip of revision notes she used the previous night in her pocket.  As she decided whether to give the notes to her teacher or not, the latter found her with it and accused her publicly of cheating to give her zero marks for her Mathematics paper. After the school holidays, when she returned to school she was subject to spite, scorn and shame which embarrassed this shy, quiet and honest girl. Two days later, early in the morning, she decided to write what happened and bade farewell to all her loved ones – father, mother, grandparents, two older sisters and her relatives and friends. Soon after, she took the fatal jump from the 11th floor of her apartment. She could not endure the shame and the spite for what she did not do, and took her life. 
Compare the Lord Jesus the Author and Finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.  Heb. 12:2
The Lord Jesus endured the Spite, the Shame, the Scorn and the Suffering for something He did not do – He knew no sin (II Cor. 5:21), He did no sin (I Pet. 2:22) and in Him is no sin (I Jn. 3:5), yet He was made sin (II Cor. 5:21) for us and He gave His life for sinners like us. 

Today He is set down on the right hand of the Throne of God, His Father, because He endured the cross for us and gave His life for us and the girl.
The girl could not endure the spite of the classmates and she took her life. However, 

the good news she could give her father this day is she is now enjoying her Lord in His presence in heaven.

What kind of life are you living? Are you prepared to bear His cross for you in your life?

Realistically the girl would still be giving her father a sad present for Fathers’ Day today!
And what kind of present would you give your father to celebrate his Day this day?



REFLECT.
2. Today is Fathers’ Day. In the light of what happened above, the role and responsibility of the father looms ever so high and so great to ensure that his children are well-prepared for life’s challenges.
Society is cruel, yet kind and caring, at the same time. There are people who treat other human beings worse than animals and there are human beings who are kinder to animals than fellow-beings. For people of one race or religion not only to discriminate against another but worse even to decimate them from the face of the earth just because they are not of the same persuasion as witnessed in past history and present world events cannot be human and humane and yet we see them. 

In the name of Religion (Christianity included) their adherents are not that innocent from such prejudiced treatments too.
Only Christ and those in Him can bring about a community where there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus (Gal. 3:28). For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ.  For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. For the body is not one member, but many.  (I Cor. 12:12-14). 

As a member of this Body, how do you treat your fellow-members in this Body as well as those outside this Body but are still members of God’s creation together with you? 

As a Father, how do you prepare your children not only to treat others who are like them but also those who are unlike them? How do you also prepare your children how to respond to others who treat them fairly as well as others who do not?
This may be the best Fathers’ Day present you can give your children if you prepare them well that what happened to the girl will never happen to your family or those of others.
REFLECT.

Points To Ponder: 
The girl took her life because she could not endure her cross. 


Jesus gave His life in enduring His cross for her and for you!

