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The Text:  
Thou shalt call His Name Jesus…
Mt. 1:21

The Thots: 
Intro. The Name “Jesus” occurs by itself some 612 times in the New Testament (KJV).

A. His Name shall be Called Jesus.


1. The Meaning of His Name:
Mt. 1:21, 25
She shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call His name JESUS: for He shall save His people from their sins.

JESUS (Lat./Gk. Iesous; Heb. Jeshua) means “The Lord is Salvation”, as Joshua in the Old Testament.
2. The Messianic fulfilment in His Name. He was the Messiah prophesied that should come in the O.T. Mt. 1:22f
a. Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, 

Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son…

 

The Lord Himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son…
Cf. Isa. 7:14
b. For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given…

Cf. Isa. 9:6

3. The Mission in His Name: for He shall save His people from their sins.

Mt. 1:21b
a. He came to Rescue His people (the Jews, Israel) – for He shall save His people from their sins
b. But His people Rejected Him – He came unto His own, and His own received Him not.
Jn. 1:11
They cried out, Away with Him, away with Him, crucify Him….We have no king but Caesar.   19:15

c. Thus, He turned to those (other Jews and Gentiles) who would Receive and Believe in His Name. 
And gave them the Right to be God’s children.

Jn. 1:12 (NKJV) 
As many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God,
to those who believe in His name:

And this is His commandment, That we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ.
 I Jn. 3:23
d. Those who Believe (from both Jews and Gentiles) are Redeemed and made One in His Name. Eph. 2:14, 16, 18

He came and preached peace to you who were afar off (Gentiles) and to those who were near (Jews)
2:17

i. He is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us; 

ii. That He might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: 

iii. For through Him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father. 

e. They are Baptised into His Body as one in His Name.

Acts 2:38
i. Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

ii. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, 
whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.

I Cor. 12:12, 13
iii. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: 
for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.

Gal. 3:28
Ye are washed…sanctified…justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. I Cor. 6:11
B. His Name shall be the Centre of His people’s gathering.

 Mt. 18:20
1. He Promised His Presence to those Gathered in His Name:
Where two or three are gathered together in My name, there am I in the midst of them.

2. His People (the  Church) are now found in every Place that meets in His Name:

I Cor. 1:2
Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, 

with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours: 

3. They now give thanks and Praise to God in His Name.
Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ; Eph. 5:20

4. They Perform all things to the Glory of God in His Name.

Col. 3:17
Whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God and the Father by Him
C. His Name shall be the Culmination of all Creation in the Conclusion of Time.
1. That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, 
and things under the earth; 

Phil. 2:10
2. That the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and ye in Him, 
according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

II Thes. 1:12
There have been names that I have loved to hear, But never has there been a name so dear
To this heart of mine, as the Name divine, The precious, precious Name of Jesus.

Jesus is the sweetest name I know, And He’s just the same as His lovely Name,
And that’s the reason why I love Him so; Oh, Jesus is the sweetest name I know.
Le­la B. Long
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 540
1. Names are important. They identify us as to who we are. Even God paid particular attention to names. He intervened in the lives of His people whom He wanted to change by giving them new names to fit the new character that He wanted them to be.
For instance, He changed the name of Abram to Abraham to confirm His covenant with him and his seed – 
Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be

Abraham; for a father of many nations have I made thee.  
Gen. 17:5
He changed the name of Sarai to Sarah to assure her that He was going to perform the impossible deed of giving her a son at the age of ninety.



Gen. 17:15-16
And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not call her name Sarai, 

but Sarah shall her name be. And I will bless her, and give thee a son also of her: 
yea, I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of people shall be of her. 
He changed Jacob’s name to Israel as a sign of his changed character from a supplanter to a prince – And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: 

for as a prince hast thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed. 
Gen. 32:28

In other cases, the Lord even named the child straightaway from birth, as He did with His own Son, Jesus – 
She shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call His name JESUS: 

for He shall save His people from their sins.
Mt. 1:21

Likewise He named His Son’s forerunner as John.
Lk. 1:13
But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; 
and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John. 

One day the overcomer in the church will have a new name in heaven.
Rev. 2:17

…Him that overcometh will I give…a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it. 
God knows every of His children and names each one of them. Have you ever wondered what name the Lord has given you?
REFLECT.

2. I have three names, if not four. One is the name I was born with which is registered as such in all my official documents. I also have a family name – a name that my parents, kith and kin gave me to fit in with my background and behavior as known to them when they saw me growing up. Then there is my baptism name. This name was given to me when I was baptized, not that it was biblical, but more in conformity with the practice of the so-called western Christian culture of the country of the foreign missionary who baptized me then. And, of course, there was also the nickname given to me because of what my friends thought of me then. Today, I stick only to one name. Most of those who knew me with the various names have either passed away from the scene or passed over to other places outside where I stay.

What is your name? What is the meaning of your name? Are you living up to your name?

Or perhaps, you do not like the name you were given (you have no choice of it then) and have adopted a new name? Why? Are you living up to this name you have chosen for yourself?
Above all, are you living up to the name all believers in Jesus Christ were first called?
And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch? 
Acts 11:26
Consider the responsibility of having such a name.
I Pet. 4:16; II Tim. 2:19
Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; 
but let him glorify God on this behalf. 

The Lord knoweth them that are His. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity. 
REFLECT.

Points to Ponder:
Call a Rose by any other name, it is still a Rose, so says a saying.


But Why should a Rose be called a Thorn when it is still a Rose?
