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The Text:  

And this day shall be unto you for a memorial…
Exo. 12:14
The Thots: 
Intro. Last Monday, May 25 was observed as Memorial Day in the United States. It is a federal holiday…  

for remembering the people who died while serving in the country's armed forces…It extended to honor all Americans who died while in the military service.  [http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Memorial_Day]
God had also designated certain events in history as Memorials – not necessarily only for those who died but also for those who lived and as well as Memorable events that must be kept alive in living Memory.
A. The Memorial of the Passover - this day shall be unto you for a memorial.
Exo.  12:14a
That ye shall say, It is the sacrifice of the LORD'S passover, who passed over the houses 
of the children of Israel in Egypt, when He smote the Egyptians, and delivered our houses. 
12:27
The Passover was a Memorial to remember…


1. The day when God delivered Israel from Slavery in Egypt.
Exo. 12:12


For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt.
2. The day when the Spotless Lamb was Sacrificed as Substitute for all firstborn that would be Slain.

3. The day when Blood was Shed to Save the lives of the firstborn in Israel.
Exo. 12:13

When I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you.
4. And this day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a feast to the LORD 
throughout your generations; ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance for ever. 

And the people bowed the head and worshipped.
Exo. 12:14
5. This day was to be remembered as the LORD'S passover. 
Exo. 12:11 cf. I Cor. 11:20, 24-26
· Compare this day when we remember at the Lord’s Supper the Lord Jesus Christ as
the Passover Lamb Who was sacrificed for us as our Substitute. This is our Memorial of Him.
For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us: 
I Cor. 5:7

· Remember to Worship Him – and the people bowed the head and worshipped. 
Exo. 12:14
B. The Memorial of the Atonement Money.
Exo. 30:14-16
that it may be a memorial unto the children of Israel before the LORD, to make an atonement for your souls.
1. It was Compulsory for those twenty years and above to be numbered in the Census.
Every one…numbered, from twenty years old and above, shall give an offering unto the LORD.

2. Each one was to Contribute the same amount – no more, no less than what was stipulated.
The rich shall not give more, and the poor shall not give less than half a shekel

3. The Money was Consecrated for the atonement of the Soul and Service of the Tabernacle.
When they give an offering unto the LORD, to make an atonement for your souls.

And thou shalt take the atonement money…appoint it for the service of the tabernacle of the congregation;
4. For the soul to be atoned, the only Condition laid down for all was to pay the Atonement money –
· Thus, for the Sinner to be Counted among the atoned saints, he must…
1 Pet. 1:18-19 
not [be] redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold…

but with the precious blood of Christ [i.e. atonement], as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.

· The Saint can then be Committed to serve in the Temple of God.
II Tim. 2:21
If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, 
and meet for the Master's use, and prepared unto every good work. 

· This is the Memorial of Him Who paid the Atonement Money for us! Remember to Work for Him.
C. The Memorial of the Lord’s Name.
Exo. 3:6, 15 
Moreover He said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. 

And God said…I AM THAT I AM…thus shalt thou say unto…Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you.
 And God said…this is My name for ever, and this is My memorial unto all generations.
The LORD’s own Name is His Memorial for His People –
1. He is the I AM – the Eternal One: God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM…
Exo. 3:14
2. He is the GOD of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob – He is the Everlasting One.
Psa. 106:48

Blessed be the LORD God of Israel from everlasting to everlasting: and let all the people say, Amen.
3. He is the LORD (Yahweh) – He is the Self-Existent One.
Cf. Exo. 6:3

I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the name of God Almighty, 
but by My name JEHOVAH [Yahweh] was I not known to them. 

· Jesus is God (Jn. 1:1), Lord (Acts 10:36; Rev. 17:14) and the I AM (Jn.8:58)
· Jesus asked us to Remember Him in the memorial of the Lord’s Supper.
I Cor. 11:24, 25

Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me. 

This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.
O blest memorial of our dying Lord, Who living Bread to men doth here afford!

O may our souls forever feed on Thee, And Thou, O Christ, forever precious be.

Thomas Aquinas

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 539
1. A memorial is an object which serves as a focus for memory of something, 
usually a person (who has died) or an event. [Wikipedia]

In general, a memorial commemorates the meritorious achievements of a dead person. 

However, in Scripture, it goes beyond that to celebrate a person or an event to commit him or it into living memory – it is a reminder of the past to bring into remembrance for the present and prospective future.
For instance,

· God’s Covenant Name, Yahweh (Jehovah) was a Memorial, ever reminding His people that He had redeemed them from slavery in Egypt. 
Exo. 3:15 cf. 6:3
God said…unto Moses, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, The LORD [Yahweh] …hath sent me unto you: this is My name for ever, and this is My memorial unto all generations. 

· The Passover Feast was also a Memorial reminding His people of how their firstborn were saved by the blood of the Passover lamb that was sprinkled on the doorposts and lintel of their houses.
Exo. 12:14 cf. 13:9
This day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a feast to the LORD throughout your generations; ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance for ever.
· The Twelve Stones from the bed of River Jordan was a Monument and a Memorial reminding Israel of their miraculous crossing of the river, setting them up for their 
new life ahead in the Promised Land.   
Josh. 4:7, 19, 20
Then ye shall answer them, That the waters of Jordan were cut off before the ark of the covenant of the LORD; when it passed over Jordan, the waters of Jordan were cut off: 
and these stones shall be for a memorial unto the children of Israel for ever.

· The woman’s Act of Anointing the head of Jesus with her very precious ointment of spikenard was to be a Memorial in the future proclamation of the Gospel.  
Mk. 14:9
Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached throughout the whole world, this also that she hath done shall be spoken of for a memorial of her.
· The Lord’s Supper also acts as a Memorial reminding the believers of the Lord’s death, burial and resurrection in accomplishing their redemption:
   I Cor. 11:23-26
The Lord Jesus…took bread: and when He had given thanks, He brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me. 
After the same manner also He took the cup…saying, This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.    

Look back at the above Memorials and study what they remind you of and what you are obliged to remember. Are you fulfilling the very Motives of these Memorial Monuments Materially (as in their intention) in your practical life today?
REFLECT.

2. There was a case of a bad memorial recorded in scripture – it was a stone monument raised to remind the people not to disobey God as Achan did which led to the defeat of Israel at Ai. 
Things belonging to the enemy were accursed and no one must bring any into the camp. 
Achan did! He gave the excuse: 
Joshua 7:21
When I saw among the spoils a goodly Babylonish garment, and two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold of fifty shekels weight, then I coveted them, and took them; and, behold, they are hid in the earth in the midst of my tent, and the silver under it – 
Achan saw, he coveted and he took…!  He was caught…and all Israel stoned him with stones, and burned them [what he stole] with fire…and they raised over him a great heap of stones unto this day. 
Josh. 7:25, 26
The heap of stones became a monument to Achan’s disobedience. It was ever a memorial of his disobedient deed for all to see and remember that they must not follow him. 
The children of Israel had also earlier buried twelve stones in the bed of River Jordan  (Josh. 4:9) and took another set of twelve stones from there to set up a monument on land (Josh. 4:8) as a memorial of burying their past in the waters and proceeding to a new life of conquest in the Promised Land. 
Josh. 4:8, 9
Have you taken, as it were, 12 stones from the bed of Jordan and place them in Gilgal as your memorial that you are indeed buried with Him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 
Rom. 6:4, 5

Your baptism is a memorial of your death, burial and resurrection with Christ.

Have you been walking with Christ in newness of life since then?

REFLECT.
Points To Ponder: What we are Today is the memorial we leave behind for Tomorrow.
