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The Text:  
And when the day of Pentecost was fully come
Acts 2:1
The Thots: 
Intro. 
Pentecost refers to the Feast of Pentecost (Lev. 23:15-22) which was one of the seven Festivals of the Lord, listed in Lev. 23 to be observed by Israel every year when they harvested their barley.

Pentecost is derived from Greek which means 50 because it was to be celebrated the 50th day after the Feast of Firstfruits (Lev. 23:16).Today is Pentecost Sunday purportedly to be 50 days after the Celebration of the Resurrection of Christ (commonly known as Easter Sunday) in the Christian world.


A. The Feast of Pentecost.
Lev. 23:15-17
1. Its “Foundation” – It was Firmly Founded on the Feast of Firstfruits.

a. It was Called “Firstfruits” as with the Feast of Firstfruits – they are the firstfruits unto the LORD.   23:17
b. It was Connected with the Feast of Firstfruits; its Celebration Counted back to Fifty days after the Firstfruits.
Ye shall count unto you…from the day that ye brought the sheaf of the wave offering; seven sabbaths 
shall be complete: Even unto the morrow after the seventh sabbath shall ye number fifty days. 
23:15, 16
c. The Change - as with the Firstfruits, it was to be overserved on the First day of the Week
 – the morrow after the Sabbath, i.e. the first day of the week, instead of on the Sabbath day.
· Cf. Jesus rose again from the dead on the first day of the week.
Mt. 28:1, 5, 6
In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week…the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. He is not here: 
for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. 

2. It was a Foreshadow of the Formation of the Church, the Body of Christ.
a. The “Firstfruits” Foreshadowed the Resurrection of Christ and the Church.

i. Jesus was the Firstfruits.
I Cor. 15:20, 23
But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept.  
But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at His coming.

ii. The Church (they that are Christ’s) is a kind of Firstfruits.

Jas. 1:18

Of His own will begat He us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures. 
b. The Features of the Feast Foreshadowed Future events:
i. It was Celebrated at Pentecost, 50 days after Firstfruits; 
Acts 2:1

· The Holy Spirit descended to earth to form the Church when the day of Pentecost was fully come

· The Holy Spirit could not Descend until Christ had resurrected and Ascended into heaven.
Jn. 16:7

Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, 
the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.

· At Pentecost, the Spirit descended and filled the believers to indwell them, never to leave them again.

And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost…

Acts 2:4
I will pray the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter, that He may abide with you forever; Even the Spirit of truth…ye know Him; for He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.  Jn. 14:16, 17

ii. A new Condition was listed – 
Lev. 23:16, 17
· At the feast, a new meal offering was to be offered. It consisted of two loaves baked with leaven. 
Ye shall offer a new meat offering unto the LORD…two wave loaves…baken with leaven.

· It foreshadowed Jesus breaking down the middle wall of partition between the two parties, those who are near (Jews) and those afar off (Gentiles) making them one New Man in the Spirit. Eph. 2:14-18
For He is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition
between us…for to make in Himself of twain one new man, so making peace…to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh. For through Him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.
· Note: The regular meal offering which foreshadowed Jesus had no leaven in it.

Lev. 2:11

No meat offering, which ye shall bring unto the LORD, shall be made with leaven: 
for ye shall burn no leaven, nor any honey, in any offering of the LORD made by fire.
· Jesus had no sin – He was manifested to take away our sins; and in Him is no sin.
I Jn. 3:5

· However in the local church there is sin, cf. Ananias and Sapphira Sinned against the Holy Spirit!

Cf. Acts 5:1-5, 9-10
B. The Feast of the Lord – the Lord’s Supper
I Cor. 11:20, 23ff

The Holy Spirit was given to the Church for many Reasons.
See Recollections for the Week

Among them is the Role that He plays at the Remembrance Feast:
John 14:26 
- 

The Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost…He shall teach you all things, and bring all 

things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.

May we be led by Him so to Remember and Revere our Lord on this Lord’s Day at Pentecost.
The things of Christ the Spirit takes And shows them unto men;

The fallen soul His temple makes, God’s image stamps again.

All hail the day of Pentecost, The coming of the Holy Ghost 
Thomas Cotterill,
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 538

1. When the Lord was on earth, He comforted His disciples that He was going to send a Comforter to indwell, to comfort and to teach them after He had left them. 
He said –
John 16:7


Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away,

the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send Him unto you.
He further said –
I will pray the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter, that He may abide with you forever; even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him: but ye know Him; for He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.
Note: The Holy Spirit had all the time been on earth too as we note in the Old Testament.  But He was only with them as with the disciples at that time when Jesus was still on earth for He dwelleth with you (present tense, i.e. before the death of Christ) as He did with the Old Testament saints (the very reason the Spirit could leave Samson and Saul when they sinned against God; He did not indwell them!)
But when the Spirit came this time He shall be in you (future tense, i.e. after the resurrection of Christ and after His ascension when He would send the Spirit down) then the Spirit would indwell them (and us who believe later) and never leave them any more, as from the day of Pentecost when all of them (and all who believe in Jesus) would be sealed with the Spirit of promise. (Eph. 1:13)
He also promised 

When the Comforter is come…even the Spirit of truth…He shall testify of Me:  Jn. 15:26f

Howbeit when He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He will guide you into all truth: 

for He shall not speak of Himself; but whatsoever He shall hear, that shall He speak: 
and He will shew you things to come. He shall glorify Me: for He shall receive of Mine, and shall shew it unto you. All things that the Father hath are Mine: therefore said I, 
that he shall take of Mine, and shall shew it unto you. 

Jn. 16:13-15

Indeed, one very sure evidence that the Spirit is present in a local church is a Christ-Centred Church where Christ is Exalted and acknowledged as the Head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things He might have the preeminence. 

Col. 1:18

And the Christians in the Church are bearing the fruit of the Spirit:
Gal. 5:22, 23

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 

Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.
The Lord also gave another reason for sending the Spirit into this world:

Jn. 16:8-11
And when He is come, He will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: Of sin, because they believe not on Me; Of righteousness, because I go to My Father, and ye see Me no more; Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged.
Are you worshiping in a Bible-Based, Christ-Centred , God-Glorifying Ever-Evangelising Church and living a Spirit-led Sanctified life bearing the fruit of the Spirit?
It is good to examine your Status and State in the church on this day of Pentecost.
REFLECT.
2. In the light of the above statements made by the Lord Himself concerning His sending the Holy Spirit to this earth on the Day of Pentecost to indwell those Who are His, 
should Christians therefore be praying…
· …what David prayed when He committed the sin of adultery with Bathsheba as recorded in
Psa. 51:11 – Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
· For a 2nd Pentecost for the revival of the Church?

REFLECT
Points To Ponder: A Christ-Preeminent Church is a Spirit-Empowered Church.
