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The Theme: 
But God
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The Text:  
But God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us. 
Eph. 2:4, 5
​
The Thots: 
Intro. “But God” is de Theos in Greek. “These two words contain the entire Gospel message. Why? 

Because they show the ultimate contrast: They show man’s plight, but God’s provision; they picture man’s impotence, but God’s intervention; they describe man’s helplessness, but declare God’s hope.” [J.D. Watson]


A. God’s Intervention in Man’s Life to bring about a Resurrection.
But God
But God raised Him from the dead…
Acts 13:30
But God giveth it a body as it hath pleased him, and to every seed his own body.
I Cor. 15:38
1. The Natural End of an Earthly Life is Dust.

a. Man was created from the Dust of the earth.
Gen. 2:7

And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life; and man became a living soul.

b. At Death, Man would return to Dust.
Gen. 3:19
For dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return
2. But God intervened in Death to bring about a Resurrection.
But God
a. God Resurrected our Saviour Jesus from the Dead – He was the Firstfruits.
I Cor. 15:20

But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept. 
b. God will Raise His Saints from the Dead in the Future – they would be a kind of Firstfruits. Jas. 1:18 

Of his own will begat He us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures. 
c. God will Raise Sinners from the Dead – they will Face judgment at the Great White Throne. 

Rev. 20:11, 12
And I saw a great white throne, and Him that sat on it…and I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.

B. God’s Intervention in His Love for Man to bring about a Reconciliation.  But God

But God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us… 
Eph. 2:4
1. The Natural Expectation of Punishment when Sinning against God is Spiritual Death.

a. It is the Penalty of the Sinner:

i. And you…were dead in trespasses and Sins; 
Eph. 2:1
ii. The Soul that Sinneth, it shall die…
Eze. 18:4c

iii. For the wages of Sin is Death…
Rom. 6:23a

b. The Position of the Sinner.
Rom. 5:6

i. For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.

ii. While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Rom. 5:8
iii. For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, 

much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.
Rom. 5:10
2. God’s Intervention in Christ’s Death is to bring about Reconciliation.
Rom. 5:8 

But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
But God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us, 
Eph. 2:4, 5
Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)
a. God Gave us the Gift of His Son to be our Substitute in Death for us – Christ died for us. #B.1b 
b. God Gave us the Gift of His Grace to believe in His Son for us to be Saved.
Eph. 2:8

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:

· Now this is our Renewed Message to all:
Jn. 3:16

For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever 

believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
· Now we Remember Him who loved us and gave Himself for us:
I Cor. 11:26

 For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come.

“But God” intervened in our life for our Good


And Now let us Return to Him our Thanks and Tributes for Who He is and What He has done for us.

To God be the Glory.

God hath not promised skies always blue, Flower strewn pathways all our lives through;

God hath not promised sun without rain, Joy without sorrow, peace without pain.

But God hath promised strength for the day, Rest for the labor, light for the way,


Grace for the trials, help from above, Unfailing sympathy, undying love.
Annie J. Flint
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R537
1.  “But God” is best reflected in Paul’s reminder to the Christians in the Church at Ephesus –of who they once were and what they had become (or what we now are) when God intervened in their natural lives to bring about a spiritual revival resulting in their being in a position so different from what they were before.
Eph. 2:1-13 (NKJV) 
	
	What they ONCE WERE…
	
	What they NOW ARE in Christ.
	Eph.
2:

	But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off

have been brought near by the blood of Christ.

You once walked according to the course of this world

But God…made us alive together with Christ 
	13

2

4, 5

	a.
	once were far off
	13a
	brought near by the blood of Christ. 
	13b

	b.
	...were dead in trespasses and sin
	1b
	and you He made alive
	1a

	c.
	you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others. 
	2-3

	raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,  that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

	6-7


	d.
	we were dead in trespasses,
	5a


	made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),
	5b

8

	e.
	Therefore remember that you, once Gentiles in the flesh… that at that time you were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.
	11, 12


	Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God,

	19




What we ONCE WERE all changed to what we NOW ARE in Christ Jesus because of a 

BUT GOD who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)
By His Amazing Grace, this Awesome God made what we were then to be what we are now.


REFLECT.

2. Sometimes God would intervene in our life to wake us up from the illusion of a secured life to face up to the reality of our situation as in the case of the rich fool who sought to build barns and more barns to store his ever-increasing harvests and boasted of his secured and prosperous position until God intervened to wake him up to face reality. Thus: 

But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: 
then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided? 

Lk. 12:20
God called him a fool!

At the same time, there are fools like him who call the wise foolish because they place more importance on things spiritual rather than on corruptible things like silver and gold that will soon perish. They cannot understand why they are so foolish as not to treasure these material things. 
27 But [then] God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty;   
(I Cor. 1:27). Are you wise before men and foolish before God or the other way round?


REFLECT.
Points To Ponder: The “But God” often counters the bad we encounter resulting in a “And Now” for our good.
