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The Theme:  Mother
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The Text:  
Behold thy mother! 
Jn. 19:26, 27
The Thots: 


Introduction: Christ uttered Seven Sayings on the Cross, among them were His addresses to His Mother and Father.
· His First Utterance: Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. 

Lk. 23:34

· His Third Utterance: When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple standing by, whom He loved, 
He saith unto His mother, Woman, behold thy son! Then…to the disciple, Behold thy mother. 
Jn. 19:26, 27

· His Last Utterance: Father, into Thy hands I commend My spirit: and having said thus, He gave up the ghost. 




Lk. 23:46
· We shall ruminate on the Father next month. In the meanwhile,… 
A. Consider the Saviour’s High Regard for His Mother:

1. He Ensured the Security of a Home for her as He was about to Exit the Earth.
a. Jesus had four half-brothers and at least two half-sisters, but they were not His extended family members then. They did not believe in Him and might not feel the Responsibility of caring for the mother! Jn. 7:5 

However when they were Converted to Christ they were found together at the prayer meeting after His Resurrection – These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, 


and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brethren.

Acts 1:14

b. John would best Respond to His Master’s Request because he was the beloved in His extended family.

Jesus had other members in the extended family, and John was among them. 

Mt 12:48-50 

But He answered…Who is My mother? and who are My brethren? And He stretched forth His hand toward His disciples, and said, Behold My mother and My brethren! Whosoever shall do the will of My Father …the same is My brother, and sister, and mother. 

· Believers need to Care for others in the Christian Community.
2. However, at the same time, He Exercised His Sovereignty over her. 

This was a Special case of the Son being Master over the Mother.
a. He Addressed her “Woman” - He told her what to do, not the other way round! 


Cf. Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to do with thee? Mine hour is not yet come.
Jn. 2:4, 5


His mother saith unto the servants, Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it.
b. But His Attitude was one of respect, tenderness and courtesy when using the term, as…
Mt. 15:28

Jesus…said unto her, O woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt. 
 

· Mary, the Mother, was to be Respected, not to be Revered!

c. His Authority over all Relationships must be Recognised:

Mt. 10:37
He that loveth father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me: 
and he that loveth son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.

· Love Mother by all means but do not let it smother your love for the Master.
B. Consider the Role of the Mother in bringing up the Son.
1. At the Conception of Jesus, Mary trusted and obeyed God though Perplexed with news of her Pregnancy:

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as His mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, 

before they came together, she was found with Child of the Holy Ghost. 

Mt. 1:18
a. She would have a Child though a Virgin. She would fulfil Isaiah’s prophecy:

Mt. 1:22, 23

Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son.
b. Her Child would be Conceived of the Spirit.

Mt. 1:18

c. Joseph would marry her, but there would be no Conjugal relationship before birth.
Mt. 1:24, 25
Joseph… took unto him his wife: And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son…
2. She Cared for her Son to See Him grow in an all-round development:

Lk. 2:52

And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man.
3. She Catered to the Son’s physical and Spiritual needs in life as He Served His Father.


a. She had her Child Circumcised as required by the Law.

Lk. 2:21-24
b. She Took her Child to the Temple to keep the Law.

Lk. 2:42
c. She was among other women who Served and Stayed with Him till the end.

Mk. 15:40-41
d. Finally it was the Son Who Ministered to the Mother:

Jn. 19:26, 27
When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple standing by, whom He loved, 

He saith unto His mother, Woman, behold thy son! Then…to the disciple, Behold thy mother! 
· On this Lord’s Day as we remember our Lord, let us also give thanks to God for His gifts 
of His Son and His mother Who gave birth to Him.
“Like as a mother,” grant, O God, This likeness e’er may be


A holy symbol to declare The love that dwells in Thee 
          Wil​liam M. Run​yan
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
R. 536

1. In the entire Book of Proverbs, 

the Respect for mothers,
the Regard for mothers,
the Responsibility towards mothers,
and the duty of Reverence, love and obedience of sons and daughters to their mothers 
is carefully laid out for the children to observe and to obey. 

Of course, children should not be Restricted to kids only, but to adults as well, as long as they still have fathers and mothers who are living. They are their parents’ children!

How do you measure up to the expectations of you as your mother’s child towards her?
Consider the following proverbial benchmarks: 

[Note: the son in Proverbs would include the daughter as well.]
a. My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the law of thy mother: 
1:8; 6:20
b. A wise son maketh a glad father: but a foolish son is the heaviness of his mother. 
10:1 

c. A wise son maketh a glad father: but a foolish man despiseth his mother. 
15:20
d. He that wasteth his father, and chaseth away his mother, 
is a son that causeth shame, and bringeth reproach. 
19:26
e. Hearken unto thy father that begat thee, and despise not thy mother when she is old. 
23:22
f. The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left to himself bringeth his mother to shame. 
29:15
g. There is a generation that curseth their father, and doth not bless their mother. 
30:11
h. The words of king Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother taught him. 
31:1
This is followed by the Wonderful exposition on the Virtuous Woman, Wife and Mother.

Read it. It is a good Reminder to Recall the Role of such a virtuous Woman on Mother’s Day. 31:10-31

How would you fare as a son or as a daughter showing Respect, Regard and Responsibility 
for your mother today (being Mother’s Day) and the days that follow? Do pause and
REFLECT.
2. In one religious code regarding the role of a wife in marriage, she is regarded as inferior to the husband, subservient to his wishes, to serve his needs and be on demand even for his sexual satisfaction. She has no say in family matters and her words are not reliable or truthful enough to warrant her to be a witness in any official enquiry.

On the other hand consider the Scriptures high respect for the Wife and Mother with regard to Rebecca’s coming marriage. The Mother had equal respect as with the Males in her family.
a. The Mother was Consulted when Abraham’s servant asked for Rebekah’s hand in marriage – 

The damsel ran, and told them of her mother's house these things.
Gen. 24:28 cf. 50
b. The Mother also Received gifts as with Rebekah and her brother.
Gen. 24:53


The servant brought forth jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment, and gave them to Rebekah: he gave also to her brother and to her mother precious things. 
c. The Mother was included when the father and brother gave the decision to show hospitality. 
Her brother and her mother said, Let the damsel abide with us a few days, at the least ten… 

Gen. 24:55
In other Scriptures as well as those above, the Mother had equal status with the Father:-


a. And that Jacob obeyed his father and his mother, and was gone to Padanaram; 
Gen. 28:7

b. Honour thy father and thy mother…
Exo. 20:12
c. Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. 

Honour thy father and mother; (which is the first commandment with promise…
Eph. 6:1, 2

What would you do for your mother to honour and cherish her this day?
REFLECT
Blessed Day to all Wives and Mothers
And may the Lord bless you all for all that you are to your husband and your children,
And above all, to God, the Father.
Points to Ponder:  It needs Only One Mother to Bear and Bring up Many children; 

Why do the Many Children Consider it a “Burden” to Care for one Mother?
