R535 - Rumination for May 3, 2015

by K.C. Ung 
The Theme: It is Well with my Soul
berita-bethel-ung.com

The Text:  
And she answered, It is well
II Kgs. 4:26
The Thots: 


A. It was Well with the Shunnamite Woman’s Soul - she had her Son Back.
1. The God-given Son of the Shunnamite woman died one day. She was asked: 
II Kgs. 4:32, 26
Is it well with thee? Is it well with thy husband? Is it well with the child? 
And she answered, It is well.
2. But actually her Soul was far from being well.  
II Kgs. 4:27, 32, NRSV
Elisha, the man of God said, "Let her alone, for she is in bitter distress..." 
When Elisha came into the house, he saw the child lying dead on his bed.
3. Later, Elisha raised her dead Son to life and She Went out of the room with him.
II Kgs. 4:33-37

So he prayed to the LORD and the child sneezed seven times, and the child opened his eyes.
So he called her. And when she was come in unto him, he said, Take up thy son. 
She went in, and fell at his feet, and bowed herself to the ground, and took up her son, and went out.
· It was now Well with her soul.
B. It was not Well with Mary’s Soul She missed her Brother.
1. Mary Wept because she Loved her sick brother, Lazarus, who had died.
Jn. 11:32-33a 
When Mary was come where Jesus was, and saw Him, she fell down at His feet, saying unto Him, 
Lord, if Thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.  When Jesus therefore saw her weeping…
2. Jesus also Wept because He too loved her brother, Lazarus.
Jn. 11:33c, 35
He groaned in the spirit, and was troubled...Jesus wept.

He allowed Lazarus to die because He was about to show His power to the glory of God.  11:40
3. True to His Word, as the Person of the Resurrection, He Raised Lazarus to life. 
Jn. 11:25, 43, 44
Jesus said… I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in Me, though he were dead, 
yet shall he live...He cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. And he that was dead came forth.…
· It was now Well with her soul.

C. It was not Well with Mary Magdalene’s Soul; She missed the Body of her Master.

1. Mary Wept. She Worried that someone could have stolen the Body of Jesus.
Jn. 20:11, 13
Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping: and as she wept, she stooped down, and looked 
into the sepulchre… And they say unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? She saith unto them, 
Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid Him.
2. She should have Remembered the Words of Jesus when He was alive:
Mt. 28:5, 6
The angel...said, He is not here: for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.
3. The Lord then and Revealed Himself to her, but she failed to Recognise Him. 
Jn. 20:14, 15
She turned herself back, and saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus. 

Jesus saith…Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest thou? She, supposing Him to be the gardener, 
saith unto Him, Sir, if thou have borne Him hence, tell me where thou hast laid Him, and I will take Him away.

4. Finally she Recognised Jesus and fell down to Revere Him.`
Jn. 20:16,18
Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith unto Him, Rabboni...Master.
Mary came and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that He had spoken...unto her.
· It was now Well with her soul.

D. It was not Well with Jesus’ Soul; He was about to Bear the Burden of the World’s Sin.

1. He was Anxious for the task ahead: My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death.
Matt. 26:38 

2. He had Anticipated His coming death earlier.
Matt. 16:21
From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto His disciples, how that He must go unto Jerusalem, 

and suffer many things and be killed, and be raised again the third day.
a. His Body must Bear the Burden of the World’s sin!
I Pet. 2:24 

Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree by whose stripes ye were healed.
b. However, His Body, though Buried, would not see corruption but would be raised.
Acts 2:27, 31
Because Thou wilt not leave My soul in hell, neither wilt Thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption…
He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that His soul was not left in hell, 
neither His flesh did see corruption. 
c. In the end, He Breathed His last and committed His soul Back to His Father.
Jn. 19:30; Lk. 23:46
When Jesus had…said, It is finished…He bowed His head, and gave up the ghost. 
Jesus had cried with a loud voice…Father, into Thy hands I commend My spirit…
· It was now Well with His soul.

It is also now well with my soul because I have Believed in Jesus Christ my Lord and 
I now remember Him in His death, Burial and Resurrection in the Breaking of the Bread and Drinking of the Cup.
When peace, like a river, attendeth my way, When sorrows like sea billows roll;

Whatever my lot, Thou has taught me to say, It is well, it is well, with my soul.
H. G. Spaf​ford
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1. Two Saturdays ago (25 April, 2015), a long-predicted earthquake unexpectedly 
struck before noon local time about 50 miles northwest of Katmandu in an area that the U.S. Geological Survey calls one of the most seismically hazardous regions on Earth. It was felt as far away as Lahore, Pakistan; Lhasa, Tibet; and Dhaka, Bangladesh. Multiple aftershocks, including one registered at magnitude-6.7, followed. The quake registered as a magnitude-7.8…large earthquakes in this area are rare…Nepal quake occurred at major plate boundary.  An earthquake's power increases by 10 times with each increase in the number of its scale. That means Saturday's earthquake — the same magnitude as the one that hit San Francisco in 1906 — was 22 times more powerful than the 7.0 quake that devastated Haiti in 2010.
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2015/04/25/nepal-earthquake-things-to-know/26367507/

According to the latest reports (as on 29 April) on the earthquake disaster, more than 4,000 people have died and another 8,000 injured in the calamity which struck near the capital, Kathmandu, on May 25. International relief agencies say the death toll could climb to as high as 10,000, with eight million Nepalis displaced across the country. http://www.malaysiakini.com/news/296712
Multitudes lost their loved ones, their homes, their property, their livelihood, their livestock, etc. 

How would these very same people answer the questions posed to the Shunnamite woman today? – 

Is it well with thee? Is it well with thy husband? Is it well with the child?
How many can respond as she did: It is well!

How can you help these very people in a real way that they will be able to look up, and while not all things are well with them, still to be able to say, It is well with my soul?




REFLECT.

2. Let us have a relook at the beautiful classic hymn written by Horatio G. Spafford –
When peace, like a river, attendeth my way, When sorrows like sea billows roll;

Whatever my lot, Thou has taught me to say, It is well, it is well, with my soul.

Refrain: 


It is well, with my soul. (x3)
Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, Let this blest assurance control,


That Christ has regarded my helpless estate, And hath shed His own blood for my soul.

My sin—oh, the bliss of this glorious thought— My sin—not in part but the whole,


Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more, Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!

For me, be it Christ, be it Christ hence to live: If Jordan above me shall roll,

No pang shall be mine, for in death as in life Thou wilt whisper Thy peace to my soul.

But, Lord, ‘tis for Thee, for Thy coming we wait, The sky, not the grave, is our goal;

Oh trump of the angel! Oh voice of the Lord! Blessèd hope, blessèd rest of my soul!


And Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight, The clouds be rolled back as a scroll;

The trump shall resound, and the Lord shall descend, Even so—it is well with my soul.

If you are in similar spiritual and mental circumstances as Horatio described of one in the above situation, can you identify yourself with him and the sentiments he expressed in the lyrics above?



REFLECT

Points To Ponder: 
When well, it is easy to say “It’s well with my soul.” When not so well, can one still say it?

