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The Theme: 
He was Pierced
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TheText:  They pierced my hands and my feet.
Psa. 22:16
The Thots:

A. The Act was in Prophecy

1. The Psalmist Predicted it.
Psa. 22:16

The assembly of the wicked have enclosed me: they pierced my hands and my feet.
a. Though labeled as David’s Psalm - A Psalm of David,
Psa. 22:1 Supt.
b. It could not refer to the Psalmist. David never had such an experience.
c. It pointed to a Punishment by crucifixion.
d. The Roman Crucifixion was unknown to the Jews in David’s Period.
2. Prophet Zechariah Predicted it.
Zech. 12:10


They shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him.

a. It is a Prophecy yet to be fulfilled.
b. It Parallels that of John:

Rev. 1:7

Behold, He cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: 
and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.

c. It Points to the Person Whom John Personally witnessed being Pierced.

See #3 below.

d. Thomas Proved this to himself.

See #C below.

3. John testified to the truth that what he witnessed was Proof of Prophecy:

a. He that saw it bare record, and his record is true: and he knoweth that he saith true.

Jn. 19:35
b. For these things were done, that the scripture should be fulfilled.

Jn. 19:36a
B. It became a Reality at Calvary.
Cf. Lk. 23:33
When they were come to the place, which is called Calvary, there they crucified Him

1. His hands were pierced by the nails – Reach hither thy finger, and behold My hands;
Jn. 20:27
2. His brow was pierced by the thorns – The soldiers platted a crown of thorns, and put it on His head. Jn. 19:2

3. His Side was pierced by the Soldier’s Spear – One of the soldiers with a spear pierced His side.       Jn. 19:34

4. It was what Scripture had Stated.

 Jn. 19:37

And again another scripture saith, They shall look on Him whom they pierced.
Zech. 12:10
C. It would be His mark of Identity.

1. For Thomas –

Jn. 20:25
a. He Doubted what the Disciples told him earlier:

i. The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord.
ii. But he said unto them, Except I shall see in His hands the print of the nails, 
and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe.
b. Confronted by Christ, His Conditions were met:
Jn. 20:27
Then saith He to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold My hands;
and Reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into My side: and be not faithless, but believing.

c. He Could only respond to His Master’s Challenge with My Lord and my God.
Jn. 20:28
2. For the Jews – 
Zech. 12:10
a. They had Crucified Jesus but God had “Crowned” Him Lord and Christ.
Acts 2:36
Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, 
whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.

b. At His Coming, they will Recognise Him Whom they have pierced and Repent.
Zech. 12:10
And they shall look upon Me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for Him.

3. For all people
Rev 1:7a
a. When the Lord Returns to the earth, the world will Recognise Him by the nail prints in His hands.
Behold, He cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see Him, and they also which pierced Him: 
b. They will Repent – and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of Him
Rev. 1:7b
c. And He will Reign over them.
The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of His Christ; 
and He shall reign for ever and ever.
Rev. 11:15
D. It would be in the Emblems of Memory.
1. The Bread is a symbol of His Body Broken for us pointing to the nail prints in His hands.
2. The Cup is a symbol of His Blood shed for us pointing to the spear print in His side.
3. Let us Recognise Him Who was Pierced for us Present with us, and Remember Him thus.
I Cor. 11:26

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.

The hands that were pierced for me, Were pierced that my Lord might see,
Redemption complete at my dear Savior’s feet, Those hands they were pierced for me.
  Will O. Jones,
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. Today, hudud and its punishments for specified crimes in Islam are in current debate in our country.  Wikipedia has this account about these two issues: 

Hudud (Arabic: حدود Ḥudūd)… is an Islamic concept, based on Quran and Hadiths, that define "crimes against God". These include the religious crimes of adultery, fornication, homosexuality, accusing someone of illicit sex but failing to present four Muslim eye-witnesses, apostasy, consuming intoxicants, transgression, robbery and theft.

Punishments: In brief, the punishments include: 
Capital punishments – by beheading / crucifixion (for apostasy, for highway robbery with homicide), by stoning (for illicit sex by a married offender), amputation of hands or feet (for theft and highway robbery without homicide), flogging, between 40 to 100 strokes (for sex by unmarried offender, drinking alcohol, gambling, and accusing someone of illicit sex but failing to present Muslim witnesses of the crime).
See http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hudud
Thus, for apostasy, i.e. turning away from one’s first faith or belief to another or even atheism, under hudud, a person can be beheaded or crucified.

The Christians in Thessalonica committed “apostasy” when they turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God (I Thes. 1:9).
Like all others who turned to God in this way, they had to be crucified, as Paul was,  
when he confessed to the Galatian Christians of his experience: (Gal. 2:20):
 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave Himself for me.  
No one could become a Christian without “apostatizing” – he just had to turn away from some belief unto Christ. No one is ever born a Christian. The person must be born again.  (Jn. 3:3)
With this confession, Paul also challenged the Roman Christians to do likewise as he exhorted them: (Rom. 5:6-9):-

Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. For he that is dead is freed from sin. 
Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him: 
Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him.

Jesus Himself promised those who came after Him crucifixion, thus:

And He said to them all, If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross daily, and follow Me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever will lose his life for My sake, the same shall save it. (Lk. 9:23-24)
Have you been crucified since, and for, your apostasy?
REFLECT
2. What does it mean to be crucified with Christ?
Gal. 5:24 – Those who are Christ's have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 

Gal 6:14 — But God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 

Rom. 6:4-6 — Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. 

Are you crucified with Christ- dead, buried and risen with Him?
REFLECT
Points To Ponder: 


Crucified on a Cross is a life wasted; Crucified with Christ is a life gained.

