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The Text: 
And he shall sprinkle upon him that is to be cleansed from the leprosy seven times, 





and shall pronounce him clean, and shall let the living bird loose into the open field.
Lev. 14:7
The Thots: This Rumination continues last week’s theme: The Creatures at the Cross of Christ 


The BIRD that Soared
Introduction: The following Ceremony Concerns the Cleansing of the Leper.
Lev. 14:2

    This shall be the law of the leper in the day of his cleansing: He shall be brought unto the priest:
A.
The Law Pertaining to the Offender – he was Heinous and Helpless.
Lev. 13:44-46

He is a leprous man, he is unclean…and the leper in whom the plague is, his clothes shall be rent, 

and his head bare, and he shall put a covering upon his upper lip, and shall cry, Unclean, unclean. 
All the days wherein the plague shall be in him he shall be defiled; he is unclean: he shall dwell alone; 
without the camp shall his habitation be.

B. The Law Pertaining to the Offering of the Two Birds for the Cleansing of the Leper:  Lev. 14:4

Shall the priest command to take for him that is to be cleansed two birds alive and clean…

1. The Significance of the two Clean Birds.

a. Their Characteristics – birds are Creatures of the heavens.
b. Their Cleanliness –two birds alive and Clean.
Lev. 14:4
c. The Comparison with Christ: 
Phil. 2:6-8
Jesus was from Heaven. He came down to earth to be Made Man 
To Die as the Sinless Substitute for Sinful Man – to be obedient unto Death even that of the Cross.
2. The Sacrifice of the two Birds for Cleansing.
Lev. 14:5

The priest shall command that one of the birds be killed in an earthen vessel over running water:

a. One must be Slain …
Lev. 14:5, 6

i. In an earthen vessel cf. Christ was a partaker of flesh and blood. 
Cf. Heb. 2:14

ii. Over running water - It was Seeped with blood of the Slain bird

Cf. the Spirit’s Role in the Redemptive work of Christ.

Cf. Jn. 7:38, 39; 
…rivers of living water. (…this spake He of the Spirit, which they that believe on Him should receive…) The blood of Christ, Who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God.
Heb. 9:14. 
b. The Other living bird must be Set free – the Bird that Soared!
Lev. 14:5, 7, 6 

The priest…shall let the living bird loose into the open field.

Cf. 
A Similar Offering of the two goats on the Day of Atonement – 




One goat was Sacrificed as a Sin offering while the Scapegoat was Set free.
Lev. 16:8-10

Aaron shall bring the goat upon which the LORD'S lot fell, and offer him for a sin offering. 
But the goat, on which the lot fell to be the scapegoat, shall be presented alive before the LORD,
to make an atonement with him, and to let him go for a scapegoat into the wilderness.

c. The “Singleness” of the two Birds.  The Bird that Soared was Connected with…
Lev.  14:6, 7

i. The Bird that was Slain.

14:6

· The living bird was dipped in the blood of the Slain bird and Set free – the two are one.
As for the living bird, he shall take it…and shall dip…the living bird in the blood 
of the bird that was killed over the running water.

· The two Birds and the two Goats (one Slain and Sacrificed and the other Set free) 

represent Christ in His death and resurrection. 
Rev. 1:18a, b
Thus, I am He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen. 

ii. The Blood that was Sprinkled
Lev. 14:7


It was Sprinkled Seven times on the leper.
Cf. 16:14, 19 


The Sprinkled blood made the leper and the two birds one.
Lev. 14:7

And he shall sprinkle upon him that is to be cleansed from the leprosy seven times, 
and shall pronounce him clean, and shall let the living bird loose into the open field.
Thus, 
I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me:
 
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, 

who loved me, and gave Himself for me.

Gal. 2:20
Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted together in the likeness of His death, we shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection.  Rom. 6:4, 5
Buried with Christ, and raised with Him too; What is there left for me to do?

Simply to cease from struggling and strife, Simply to walk in newness of life.


Glory be to God!
T. Ryder
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.

R.532
1. For the Complete Cleansing of the Leper there was still an “eighth day” Ceremony 
before the Cleansed leper could finally be accepted into the Community of Israel.
On the eighth day he shall take two he lambs without blemish, and …the priest that maketh him clean shall present the man that is to be made clean, and those things, before the LORD,

…and the priest shall make an atonement for him, and he shall be clean. 
Lev. 14:10-20
The Eighth Day Consecration Ceremony.
Lev. 14:10-32

The Cleansed leper was to present his offerings on the eighth day,

14:10, 23

in Confirmation of his Cleansing with the Offerings (trespass, sin, burnt and grain)

And for the Consecration of himself in Committed Living with the application of blood and oil.  
· And the priest shall take some of the blood of the trespass offering… 

14:14-18
and the priest shall put it…
(upon) him that is to be cleansed
 For us Cleansed Sinners to Promise from then on…
upon the tip of the right ear,
-
To read and obey His Word;
 and upon the thumb of his right hand,
-
To do His Work;

 and upon the great toe of his right foot: 
-
To Walk in His Way.

· …And the priest shall take some of the log of oil, and pour it into the palm of his own left hand: 
And the priest shall dip his right finger in the oil that is in his left hand, and shall sprinkle of the oil with his finger seven times before the LORD: And of the rest of the oil that is in his hand shall the priest put upon the tip of the right ear of him that is to be cleansed, and upon the thumb of his right hand, and upon the great toe of his right foot, upon the blood of the trespass offering: And the remnant of the oil that is in the priest's hand he shall pour upon the head of him that is to be cleansed: and the priest shall make an atonement for him before the LORD.
Thus, to be Consecrated Wholly body, soul and spirit to the Holy Spirit;   
cf. Eph. 1:13, NKJV

In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise… 

And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly…I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
I Thes. 5:23
All who would be Cleansed – rich or poor – must Come before the Lord.

14:10, 11, 21-23

Today is the eighth day after Passover last Sunday. Have you ever consecrated your body, soul and spirit to God to promise to read and obey His Word, to do His Work and to Walk in His Way always? 
If not, why not do it now?

REFLECT
2. Today is the Eighth Day after Passover Sunday. It was the day when Jesus appeared 
to doubting Thomas to challenge him to believe that He had indeed risen from the dead 

as his other friends had declared to him one week earlier, but then he doubted.
Jn. 20:26-29

And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you. 
Then saith He to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold My hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into My side: and be not faithless, but believing. 
And Thomas answered and said unto Him, My Lord and my God. 
Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen Me, thou hast believed: 
blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed 

Today (the eighth day) the Lord challenges you to believe in His death and resurrection. 
Can you confirm our confession to our Lord like Thomas with My Lord, and my God 
and really be Blessed for having Believed though having not seen Him. 
Can you truly believe this and live a resurrected life for the Lord?

REFLECT.
Points to Ponder: Blood and Oil on your right ear, right thumb and right toe – Saved by the Lord’s, 
Blood and Sanctified unto the Spirit to obey God’s Word, do His Work and Walk in His Way!
Glory be to God!
