R531 - Rumination for April 05, 2015
(Passover Sunday)
by K.C. Ung 
The Theme:  The Creatures At The Cross of Christ - 




The Fish that Swam
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
 For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish,




 so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 
Mt. 12:40
The Thots: 
Intro.  Rumination on the theme: The Creatures at the Cross of Christ culminates in today’s final Passover Sunday:

 The Fish that Swam
A. The Story of the Fish that Swam  Or The Story of Jonah  
Only 48 verses in KJV
1. His Running away from God: Jonah Paid the Fare and God Prepared the Fish
Ch. 1 (1:3, 17)


2. His Rescue from his Suffering in the Pit (belly) of the fish and his Sacrifice of Praise
Ch. 2 (2:2-6-9)

3. His “Repent” Sermon of 8 words to 120,000 People: Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown.
 Ch. 3:4 cf. 4:11

4. His Rejection of God’s Goodness to him when God forgave others who Received His Grace.
 Ch. 4 (4:1-3)

B. The Significance of …

1. The Swallowing Fish:  in the whale’s belly, (Mt. 12:40, KJV);… belly of the great fish (NKJV) 
Jon. 1:17
a.
The “Great Fish-y” Story was Proved true by the Lord. 


Mt. 24:39-41; 16:4

A Man-swallowing Whale?  A Monster Fish? – Whatever, the story was Messiah-verified!

b.
The Great Fish was Prepared by God to Swim, to Swallow and to Spit out.

Jon.  1:17 cf. 2:10

2. The Son of Man in the Belly of the Fish:  as Jonas was… so shall the Son of man be
 
Mt. 12:40b 

Or What happened between the Crucifixion and Resurrection of Christ?

	
	Where Jonah was
	Jonah
	Where Jesus was
	

	a.
	in the belly of hell
sheol  (NRSV); grave (NIV)
	2:2
	Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell;
 sheol (NRSV) grave (NIV)
	Psa. 16:10a 
Cf. Acts 2:22-27

	b.
	brought up from corruption (KJV);

from the Pit  (NIV, NRSV)
	2:6


	Thou wilt not leave …Thine Holy One to see corruption. (KJV); the Pit. (NRSV); decay. (NIV)
	Psa. 16:10b
Acts 13:29-35


3. The Stated Three Days and Three Nights in the Fish
 Mt. 12:40, NKJV





For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, 



so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.






Then on the first day of the week, Jesus rose again from the dead as He said.
Mt. 28:1-6
C. The Sign of….
the sign of the prophet Jonas


 Matt. 12:38, 39
1. The Prophet Jonah - Jonah in the fish’s belly was a type of the death, burial and resurrection of Christ.
a. A Comparison – Jonah and Jesus 

i. Each was a Messenger sent by God and had a Message from God.

ii. Each experienced a Miracle coming out of the “grave” three days and three nights later.

b. A Contrast

i. Jonah was disobedient and ran away from God; Jesus was obedient to God even unto death.

ii. Jonah was judged for his sin in the fish’s belly, Jesus was judged for others’ sins in the grave.

iii. Jonah was unhappy when sinners repented; Jesus welcomed sinners who turn unto Him in repentance.

2. The People of Nineveh
The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this generation. 
Mt. 12:41
a. The Ninevites Repented, but Jesus’ generation Refused.

b. The Ninevites Repented at Jonah’s 8-word Sermon, but Jesus’ generation Rejected His many Sermons.

3. The Person Greater than Jonah
Mt. 12:41c
	
	Jonah
	The Greater Jonah

	a.
	A son of Man with human frailties.
	The Son of God in His Nature, Person and Mission greater than Jonah.

	b.
	Wrought no miracles to Authorize
His Preaching.
	Wrought miracles which Authenticated His Person and Power.

	c.
	And the People Repented.
	Yet the People Rejected Him.

	d.
	Jonah lived to die later.
	Jesus died to live forevermore to be the future Judge.


Conclusion:

Jesus lived, died and rose again triumphant over Death and the Grave to Live forevermore. 
Rev. 1:8 
I am He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; 
Now He offers those in this generation a Life with Him if they will Receive Him as their Saviour from Sin. 

If they Reject Him, Jonah and the Ninevites will Rise up to testify against them in the Judgment to come.
’Tis the spring of souls today; Christ has burst His prison, And from three days’ sleep in death as a sun hath risen;

All the winter of our sins, long and dark, is flying From His light, to whom we give laud and praise undying. 

John of Damascus
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
R. 531
1. Today, Christians throughout the world celebrate the Resurrection of their Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ from the dead. The Resurrection of Jesus was not unexpected. 
a. It was Pictured in the Old Testament.
As in Jonah being in the fish’s belly for three days and three nights after which Jonah was spit out by the fish on the seashore. Jesus confirmed this incident to relate to His coming resurrection when He said: "For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth earth.
Mt. 12: 40, NKJV
b. The Spirit-inspired Psalmist, the Prophet David, anticipating the forthcoming event of a resurrection pertaining to the future Messiah Prophesied: 
Psa. 16:10, NKJV
You will not leave My soul in Sheol, nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption. 


In his Preaching at Pentecost, apostle Peter confirmed the words of the Psalmist to refer to the Resurrection of Jesus. He said:
Acts: 2:29-32, NKJV
"Men and brethren, let me speak freely to you of the patriarch David…being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that…He would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne, he, foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that His soul was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption.  This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses. 
c. Jesus Himself claimed to be the Resurrection and the life when He demonstrated His Power
to raise Lazarus from the dead:
Jn. 11:25(NKJV) 

Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, 
he shall live. And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?" 
d. The Lord Himself Predicted it that He would rise from the dead: 
Mt. 16:21 (NKJV) 
From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, 
and suffer many things…and be killed, and be raised the third day.

This was confirmed by the angel at His empty tomb on the day of His resurrection: 
Mt. 28:6

He is not here; for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.
e. After His resurrection, He was seen by many Personally at different times: I Cor. 15:4-8, 

He was buried, and…He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures, and that He was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. After that He was seen by over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to the present, but some have fallen asleep. After that He was seen by James, then by all the apostles. Then last of all He was seen by me also, and others too like Peter, the other apostles, the women, etc.

To cut it short, the Resurrection of Christ is the pivotal pillar and the foundation of our faith. 

Can you vouch fully for that?
REFLECT.

2. Confession in the Resurrection of Jesus is also a Commitment of our lives to live that way for Him. Note the following Challenges to such commitment: [Please read the whole of the passages given.]

Colossians 3:1-11 (NKJV) 

If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, 
sitting at the right hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 


Romans 6:4-14 (NKJV) 
Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 
 For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection.

Points To Ponder: 

Some Lazarus-es have received new life but are yet to loose themselves from their old grave-clothes!’ (Jn. 11: 44)

BLESSED REMEMBRANCE OF THE LORD ON THIS PASSOVER SUNDAY TO ALL.
