R530 - Rumination for March 29, 2015
by K.C. Ung 
The Theme:  The Creatures At The Cross of Christ - 




The Lamb That Was Slain
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: … Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.
Jn. 1:29
The Thots: 
Intro.  (1)
Rumination on the theme: The Creatures at the Cross of Christ continues for the 2nd week.

(2)
Who and Why was The Lamb Slain?
A. The Person of the Lamb to be Slain – His Identity.

1. John Baptist was baptising his followers at River Jordan.
Jn. 1:28

2. John pointed to Jesus walking on the river Bank as the Lamb of God.
Jn. 1:29
3. Jews from Jerusalem would know the significance of the Lamb.
Cf. Jn. 1:19
a. The Lamb was associated with Sacrifice 
- Behold the Lamb of God 
Cf. the Passover Lamb
Isaac spake unto Abraham…where is the lamb for a burnt offering?
Gen. 22:7
b. The Lamb was Sourced from God
- the Lamb of God
c. The Lamb was a Sacrifice for Sin.
- that taketh away the sin
Cf. the Sacrificial Lamb

d. The Lamb was a Substitute for Sinners.
- of the world. 


· This Lamb was Jesus Christ, the Passover Lamb.
Cf. I Cor. 5:7



 For even Christ our Passover [Lamb] is sacrificed for us.

See #B below.
B. The Lamb that was Slain in the Passover Story

1. The People of Israel were Enslaved in Egypt after Joseph’s death.
Exo. 1:8-14

2. God sent Plagues to Encircle Egypt when Israel cried for deliverance.
Exo. 7:14-11:7
3. The dogs in Israel’s camp would be Extraordinarily Silent while those in Egypt barked!
11:7 (See R.528)
4. The Passover Lamb slain was Israel’s means of Escape from Execution. 
Exo. 12:1-14 
.

C. The Passover Lamb that was Slain in Typology.
Exo. 12 cf. I Cor. 5:7
1. The Sacrifice of the Lamb on a new calendar date.


a. The Civil Calendar in use then: it was the 7th month.
b. The Change from the 7th month to the 1st month (Abib/Nisan).
Exo. 12:2 cf. 13:4
This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you.

· It looked forward to Christ, our Passover Lamb as the new foundation of the Christian life! I Cor. 5:7

2. The Selection of the Lamb on the 10th day of Nisan.
Exo. 12:3, 6

a. The Concept of Obedience in the Number Ten.


{Ten Commandments

b. God's Claims on Obedience.

{Cf. Exo. 19:5

c. Christ's Compliance to Obedience.

cf.  Heb. 5:8

i. 1st to 10th day  
=> Birth to Baptism – Jesus’ life in Privacy.
ii. 10th day, lamb chosen out 
=> Beginning of His Public Ministry
Matt. 3:16-17

iii. 10th to 14th day  
=> Brought under Public Scrutiny.
Jn. 7:46 


  The officers answered, Never man spake like this man.
3. The Slaying of the Lamb on the 14th day of Nisan.
Exo. 12:6

a. The Token (Sign)

12:12, 13, 23

For the LORD will pass through to smite the Egyptians; and when He seeth the blood 

upon the lintel, and on the two side posts, the LORD will pass over the door, 

and will not suffer the destroyer to come in unto your houses to smite you.

i. For Israel 
– Life because of the Substitution of the Lamb – it Died!
12:3-6

ii. For Egypt 
– Death, God Struck their firstborn and Smote their Deities.
12:12

· For I will pass ('abar,) through … and will smite, i.e. to Destroy
12:12 

· I will pass (pacach) over you, …shall not … destroy you, i.e. to Deliver
12:13
b. The Type of the Slain Lamb fulfilled in Christ.

i. For even Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us: 




I Cor. 5: 7

ii. Ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold…
but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.
I Pet. 1:18, 19
iii. Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.  




Jn. 1:29

The Lamb was on the Cross!
Behold! behold the Lamb of God, On the cross; For us He sheds His precious blood On the cross…
Behold His arms extended wide On the cross; Behold His bleeding hands and side On the cross.

And now the mighty deed is done On the cross; The battle’s fought, the victory’s won On the cross.

To Heav’n he turns His dying eyes; ’Tis finished! now the Conqueror cries; 


Then bows His sacred head and dies On the cross.
Richard Jukes

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 530
1. For the Chinese, this year is the Year of the Lamb or the Sheep. 
Interestingly these two animals portray Jesus in picture form regarding His roles in Redemption. 

For instance, Jesus was…
· The Lamb that was Slain at the Passover.  Its blood sprinkled on the lintel and 
doorposts of the house would shelter the occupants from the angel of death who 
would kill all the firstborn of humans and animals alike in homes without such protection, 
as those of the Egyptians without the sign of the blood of the slain lamb.
· The Lamb that was led to the Slaughter:
Isa. 53:7a

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: 
he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter

· The Lamb that was our Sacrifice: 
For even Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us: 
I Cor. 5:7
· The Lamb of God that was God’s only Son:
Jn. 1:29

Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.
A voice from heaven, saying, This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.  Mt. 3:17

· The Spotless Lamb that was free from all Sin:
I Pet. 1:18-19 
Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things,
as silver and gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 
without blemish and without spot:
· The Lamb that was Slain. One day He will be Sovereign, Worthy for us to Worship.
And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels…and the beasts and the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands; Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. AnAnd the four and twenty elders fell down and worshipped him that liveth for ever and ever.
Rev. 5:11-14

Are you ready to join the Hosts in Heaven to Worship Him today? 


What will you say?
REFLECT
2. Jesus was also pictured as a Sheep.
Isa. 53:7b
As a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.
But more importantly He is also figured as the Shepherd –

· He is the Good Shepherd to give His Life for the Sheep.

I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth His life for the sheep. 
Jn. 10:11
I am the good shepherd, and know My sheep, and am known of Mine. 
Jn. 10:14
· He is also the Great Shepherd to Sanctify His Sheep:
Heb. 13:20, 21
Our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep…make you perfect…to do his will, working in you that which is wellpleasing in his sight…to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

· And He is the Chief Shepherd to reward His under-shepherds when He Returns. I Pet. 5:4
When the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away. 
He has also appointed a few of us, His sheep, to be His under-shepherds as He did Peter when He challenged Peter if he loved Him. When Peter responded positively and affirmatively, the Lord said to Peter: Feed My lambs/sheep. (Jn. 21:15-17). 
Do you love Him enough to be the under-shepherd of His lambs and sheep?
REFLECT.

Points to Ponder:  As Lamb, He gave His life on the cross for His Sheep!
