R529 - Rumination for March 22, 2015
by K.C. Ung 

The Theme:  The Creatures At The Cross of Christ - 





The Dogs That Were Silenced.
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: … But against…Israel shall not a dog move his tongue, against man or beast: that ye may know 




how that the LORD doth put a difference between the Egyptians and Israel.

Exo. 11:7
The Thots: 
Intro.  (1)
From this Lord’s Day till “Passover” (Easter) Sunday, the Ruminations will be focused on the theme: 

The Creatures at the Cross of Christ.


(2)   Instead of “Easter” the biblical term of “Passover” is used as in the Greek version of the Scripture. 


Easter (Gk. Pesach) in Acts 12:4 KJV should read Passover as in the NKJV.


Cf. For even Christ our Passover (Gk. Pesach) is sacrificed for us: 


I Cor. 5:7 

(3)
The Passover was a Picture (type) of the sacrifice of Christ on the Cross.

I Cor. 5:7
A. The Dogs that were Silenced at the Passover.
1. Consider the Part Played by the Dogs in Israel when the Lord Passed Over Egypt.
Exo. 12:11

a. They were Commanded to be silent by the Lord.
Exo. 11:7a
But against any of the children of Israel shall not a dog move his tongue, against man or beast: 

b. Their Conduct would Point to God’s Power.
Exo. 11:7b

That ye may know how that the LORD doth put a difference between the Egyptians and Israel.

c. The dogs would Come into view again, Furious and Vicious, in Psa. 22.
See #B.
The Passover and Psalm 22 have in view Christ’s Sufferings on the Cross,

Thus the Dogs were there – at the Cross of Christ!!

B. The Dogs That Surrounded the Victim in Psalm 22. 

1. The Mention of “dogs” twice in Psa. 22.
Psa. 22:16, 20, NIV

· Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has encircled me, they have pierced my hands and my feet.
· Deliver my life from the sword, my precious life from the power of the dogs.
a. Psalm 22 is Prophetic: The Terms used in the Psalm were quoted as fulfilled in history.
Psa. 22

i. My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? Used by Jesus on the cross.
22:1 cf.  Mt. 27:46

ii. They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture quoted by John
22:18 cf. Jn. 19:24
iii. I will declare thy name unto my brethren quoted by the writer to Hebrews.
22:22 cf. Heb. 2:10, 12  

b. Psalm 22 is Messianic - These are the words … in the Psalms, concerning Me.
Lk. 24:44
i. The Cry of Jesus on the Cross – My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?
22:1 cf. Mt. 27:46
ii. The Concluding cry of Jesus – “I thirst”

22:15 cf. Jn. 19:28

iii. The Crucifixion wounds of Jesus – in His hands the print of the nails

22:16 cf. Jn. 20:25

iv. The Clothes of Jesus were gambled for – 


They parted My raiment among them, and for My vesture they did cast lots. 
22:18 cf. Jn. 19:23f
c. The Psalm is Metaphoric – Metaphors are used of the Enemies of the Victim in the Psalm.


i. The Bulls of Bashan – strong bulls of Bashan encircle me.
Psa. 22: 12, NIV


ii. The Ravening and Roaring Lions -- as a ravening and a roaring lion
Psa. 22:13 cf. NIV

Cf. The Roaring enemies Deriding Christ:
Lk. 23:35-37
The people stood beholding…the rulers also with them derided Him…and the soldiers also mocked Him
iii. The Surrounding and Seizing Dogs.
See #2 below.

2. The Maiming of the Victim by the “Dogs”.  
a. They Surrounded the Victim – 
Psa. 22:16, NIV

i. Judas and a detachment of Soldiers and some officials from the chief priests 

and Pharisees Surrounded Him in the Garden of Gethsemane.
Jn. 18:3, NIV

ii. The Sanhedrin officers surrounded Him in His trial before them. 
Mk. 15:1, NIV

iii. The Roman Soldiers surrounded Him to mock Him as King of the Jews.
Mt. 27:27, 29, NIV

iv. But on the Cross, He Stood alone!
· All the disciples forsook Him, and fled.
Mt. 26:56

· God also had to forsake Him: My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?
Mt. 27:46
b. They Spiked the Victim – they pierced My hands and My feet.

Psa. 22:16 (14-17); cf. Jn. 19:34
c. They Scarred His “Soul” – Deliver my soul…my darling from the power of the dog. 
Psa. 22:20

i. The Son, God’s one and only Darling, was not Spared but delivered to the power of the dogs.  Rom. 8:32
· The Hebrew word “darling” (yâchı̂yd) means “one alone, only,” as of an only child.      Cf. Gen. 22:2

· The Hebrew word “power” (yad) is from a primary word = a hand, the open one (indicating power).

ii. His Spirit was committed to the Father – Father, into Thy hands I commend My Spirit.
Lk. 23:46
The hand that was nailed to the cross of woe, In love reaches out to the world below;



The hand of my Savior I see, The hand that was wounded for me.
H.H. Pier​son
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK:

R. 529
1. The Dogs at the Cross inflicted tremendous Sufferings and Pain on God’s Son.
Jesus was God’s Sacrifice for our Sin, our Substitute!

This Passover, let us no more bring Him pain, but cast all hindrances that hamper our relationship with Him to the dogs (dung/rubbish/refuse) that we may win Him and know Him. 
Phil. 3:8, 10

Paul says:

Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, and be found in Him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: that I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being made conformable unto His death.

Will this be your ambition for the next three weeks as you Prepare yourself to enter into the Passion Week of the Lord’s sufferings, to be made conformable unto His death that you may Partake of the Power of His resurrection during this Passover season.
REFLECT. 

2. Paul also warns: Phil. 3:1-3
Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you, 
to me indeed is not grievous, but for you it is safe. 
Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the concision. 
For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, 

and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh.

There are many types of worship which claim to be the worship of God.  The Lord Himself warned the Samaritan woman (and us too) of this. 

John 4:21-22
Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe Me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father. Ye worship ye know not what: 
we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews. 
And Paul also warned: Col.2:23
Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom in will worship, and humility, and neglecting of the body; not in any honour to the satisfying of the flesh. 

There is the Samaritan worship of being confined to a place of worship at a sacred mountain or in a religious city. As if the worship of God is confined to a building made with hands where the worshipper feels that he/she can only worship God in that physical place that has been consecrated to the so-called worship of God. Outside that “sacred” building he/she can live his/her own life!

There is also Jewish Worship which seeks to conform to the rituals of religious practice as required by the Law. Being a Stickler to the rules of the religious law, the Jew bases his worship on the rules of the ritual; He meticulously carries them out without realizing the spirit in which such laws were framed from the beginning - caring more for the external accuracy of their requirements rather than living up to the spirit of the Law.
Beware too of Fleshly Worship that manifests a show of man’s wisdom and an exhibition of the flesh in suggesting that man knows best how God to be worship.

Finally, let us take heed to what Jesus says of how God is to worship now:
Jn. 4:23, 24

But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit 
and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship Him. 

God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth.
Are you worshipping God in and with His Spirit, and in His Truth as revealed in His Word 
concerning how He is to be worshipped?

REFLECT
Points to Ponder: 
The Silence of the Dogs demonstrated the Power of God (Exo: 11:6);

The Silence of the Sheep illustrated the Submission of the Son. (Isa. 53:7)
Both the Dogs and the Sheep were at the Cross!
