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The Theme:  what are they among so many?
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: … There is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves, and two small fishes: 




  but what are they among so many? 
Jn. 6:9
The Thots: 
A. What is a Lad among so Many Men?
Jn. 6:5-14

1. The Smallness in Contrast to the many.

a. The Lad was Small in contrast to the almost five thousand men present. 

6:9, 10
"lad" is from a Greek diminutive meaning a small child. 
b. His “Larder” was Small, only five barley loaves, and two small fishes…what are they among so many?
2. The Source of the Contribution was an unknown person. He was not even named. 
6:9

All four gospels record the miracle of the five loaves and two fish, but only John informs of the lad.
3. He Surrendered his Small Supply which could be the Sole Sustenance for him for that day!
a. Yet it was Sufficient to feed…the men…in number about five thousand.

6:10
b.  There was even a Surplus of twelve basketsful of fragments!
When they were filled, He said unto His disciples, Gather up the fragments that remain, 
that nothing be lost. Therefore they…filled twelve baskets with the fragments of the five barley loaves, which remained over and above unto them that had eaten.

· No Service for the Lord could ever be too Small!

B. What was a stone against a Sword, Spear and Shied?
I Sam. 17:43-54
The Lopsided battle:

I7:45 
1. The Assailants were not Equal: One was a Trained Soldier, the other was a Tribal Shepherd.
17:4, 15

 One was Goliath, the Giant; the other was David who only had God.

2. The Arms were not Even: 
One was fully Armoured, the other had only his Arm, a Sling and five Stones.

3. The Approach was not Exactly fair: Thou comest to me with a Sword, and... Spear, and... Shield; 


  but I come to thee in the Name of the Lord of hosts.
17:45
4. The Aftermath was as Expected – David won with God on his side.
17:49, 50
David put his hand in his bag, and took thence a Stone, and Slang it, and Smote the Philistine 
in his forehead, that the stone Sunk into his forehead; and he fell upon his face to the earth. 
David prevailed over the Philistine with a Sling and with a Stone, and Smote the Philistine, and Slew him.
· If God be for us, who can be against us?
C. What is a Grain of Mustard seed among many Great seeds?
Matt. 13:31-32 

1. The Minuteness of the Mustard Seed – Which indeed is the least of all seeds.

13:32a
2. The Many branches from the Mustard Tree – 
a. When it is sown, it groweth up, and Becometh greater than all herbs… and Becometh a tree. 13:32b
Palestinian mustard trees sometimes grow to a height of ten to fifteen feet or more. 

b. So that the birds of the air come and lodge in the Branches thereof. 

13:32c
What are the birds?
See #3 below
3. The Meaning of the Mustard Parable.
Mt. 13:31, 32
a. It relates to the Kingdom of Heaven 

13:31

Another parable put He forth…saying, The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed.
b. Two Kinds of interpretation:

13:32
i. The Growth of Christianity –
When it is sown, it groweth up, and Becometh greater than all herbs… and Becometh a tree. 13:32b

ii. The Growth of Christendom – harbouring Christ-Possessing and Christ-Professing believers.


So that the birds of the air come and lodge in the Branches thereof

13:32c
Cf. Behold, the sower went forth to sow; and as he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, 

and the birds came and devoured them: 

13:4, ASV


Cf. the two seeds of the wheat (the good seed) and the tares (of the wicked one).
Mt. 13:24-30, 36-43

The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field: But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way… 

13:24, 25

The enemy that sowed them is the devil.

13:39
4. The Main lessons of the Mustard Seed:
a. Beware! A Small Beginning may have a Big Ending – be it Virtue or Vice.
See Reflections
b. Faith as a Grain of Mustard Seed is Great to remove Mountains and accomplish Miracles. 17:20; Lk. 17:6

And Jesus said…Verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you. 
D. What are a Loaf and a Cup among many other Signs and Symbols?

This Special Bread Symbolises the Body of Jesus Bruised for us.
I Cor. 11:24
This Special Cup Symbolises the New Covenant in Blood of Jesus Shed for us.
I Cor. 11:25
Let us Remember Him in His Death, burial, Resurrection and Return for us in these symbols.

And the little moments, Humble though they be, Make the mighty ages Of eternity.
Julia A. Carney
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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Little drops of water, Little grains of sand, Make the mighty ocean And the beauteous land.

And the little moments, Humble though they be, Make the mighty ages Of eternity.

Little deeds of kindness, Little words of love, Make our earth an Eden, Like the Heaven above.

So our little errors Lead the soul away, From the paths of virtue Into sin to stray.

Little seeds of mercy Sown by youthful hands, Grow to bless the nations Far in heathen lands.

Glory then for ever Be to Father, Son, With the Holy Spirit, Blessèd Three in One.
Julia A. Carney
1. Someone has said, Do not Despise small beginnings. In the hands of God, a Mustard seed sown in Faith can grow into a Tree to provide protection and provision for the poor to shelter in, and obstacles and obstructions in its site and in its path can be Miraculously removed even if it be a Mountain to allow this Faith-tree to grow into full Maturity.
A case in point is the ministry of…
Dr. Colleen Redit of Christian Missions Charitable Trust:


Following is a write-up taken from her autobiography, Realising a Vision through Faith, the fascinating life story of Colleen Mavis Redit and Christian Missions Charitable Trust (CMCT), the remarkable ministry she founded in Chennai, India.

From the humble beginning of a girl working out of her garage, nobody had envisaged that God would put His hand in blessing on the ministry of CMCT and extend to what it is today. The Haven of Hope Handicraft Centre that started in a garage, developed into CMCT – a ministry of faith and compassion to help the destitute, the downtrodden, disadvantaged and the poorest of the poor. 

[Today, it has over 27 ministries reaching out to the needy, the neglected and the nobodies in their thousands daily, weekly, monthly and regularly with an expenditure of millions of Indian rupees supplied by simple faith, like that of a mustard seed, in God and Him only! Ed.] 
Realising a Vision through Faith records how God has blessed this ministry and explains why CMCT is recognised as a ministry of faith in action, and reveals its impact on the lives of thousands who were rescued and restored by love and kindness.


Most of all Realising a Vision through Faith tells a story so many have wanted to hear about, how God has used Colleen in this ministry, how He led her to Chennai, India, and blessed her with the strength, courage and wisdom to lead thousands into a deeper knowledge of God, and a relationship with Jesus Christ.

For more information on the ministry and to participate in partnership with Christian Missions Charitable Trust (CMCT) visit the website: www.christianmissionsindia.com
You need to read Realising a Vision through Faith to comprehend how the minutest of seeds, the mustard seed, in the creative hands of God can grow into a tree and no mountain can stop its growth when it abides fully in the path and provision of God.
REFLECT
Got any rivers you think are uncrossable? Got any mountains you can’t tunnel through?

God specialises in things thought impossible And does the things that others cannot do.



Oscar C. Eliason   
2. Have you ever wondered who the twelve disciples of Jesus were? They were only common fishermen, a tax-collector, and some dubious characters such as doubting Thomas or even the treacherous Judas. Other were hardly known.  Khoo Oon Soo, who retired as the Principal District Judge of the Family Cour in Singapore in 2010 wrote The Twelve to trace the Eleven’s humble and even unknown beginnings to what they became after they came into contact with the Lord Who changed their lives so completely that they, in turn with the Spirit’s help, transformed many humble souls into spiritual giants. 

Yes, they set the world aflame and turned it upside down (Acts 17:6b)

You can read about this transformation of the mustard seeds in men into mountainous giants by contacting the Author of The Twelve at: the.twelve@hotmail.com.

Points to Ponder:  A Humble Beginning in the Hands of God may Bring Back Huge Returns.
