R524 - Rumination for February 15, 2015 (a CNY Rumination)

by K.C. Ung 
The Theme: The Sheep, The Goat, the Ram and The Lamb
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
All we like sheep have gone astray…he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, 


and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.
Isa. 53:6, 7
The Thots:
Introduction: 
Chinese New Year is only a few days away (19th Feb.) This is the Year of the Sheep. 




It is also known as the Year of the Goat or the Ram or the Lamb.



These four animals Put together Picture for us God’s Plan of Redemption as follows:

A. The Sheep Pictures the Strayed Sinner and our Slain Saviour.

1. The Sheep – 
a. Sinners are Pictured as Sheep which have Strayed from the fold.
Isa. 53:6
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way.
b. Our Saviour was Predicted as a Sheep being led to the Slaughter to Save the Sheep.
Isa. 53:7

He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, 


so he openeth not his mouth. The Saviour is identified with the Sinner.
Cf. #2 below.
2. The Shepherd – The Saviour is also pictured as the Shepherd.
a. Jesus is the Good Shepherd – the good shepherd Giveth His life for the sheep.
Jn. 10:11, 14

b. Our Lord Jesus [also] that Great Shepherd of the sheep…
Heb. 13:20, 21
make you perfect in every Good work to do His will.

c. Jesus is the Chief Shepherd with a crown of Glory to reward His Servants.
I Pet. 5:4

When the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of Glory that fadeth not away.


B. The Goat Pictures Jesus as the Sinner’s Substitute Sacrificed for him.

The Ritual on Atonement Day Selected out two Goats at Random for the Sin Offering.
Lev. 16:7-10

1. The Lord’s Goat on which the Lot fell was Sacrificed and its Shed blood Sprinkled on the Mercy Seat.
Aaron shall bring the goat upon which the LORD'S lot fell, and offer him for a sin offering.
16:9
2. The Scapegoat bore the Sins of the Sinner and was Set free into the Wilderness.

16:10
The goat, on which the lot fell to be the scapegoat, shall be presented alive before the LORD, 
to make an atonement with him, and to let him go for a scapegoat into the wilderness.

This is a two-in-one picture of our Savior dying for our Sins and bearing them away.
C. The Ram Pictures the Saviour in Selected Sacrifices.
1. The Ram of Confirmation - The Ram was the Proof of God’s Covenant to bless Abraham and his Seed.

a. Abram Required Proof: he said, Lord GOD, whereby shall I know that I shall inherit it…
Gen. 15:8-10
b. God Replied by asking Abram to get a Ram and other creatures for a Night Ritual:

15:9, 17f
He (God) said unto him, Take Me an heifer…a she goat…and a ram…and (he) divided them in the midst, and laid each piece one against another...And it came to pass, that, when the sun went down, and it was dark, behold a smoking furnace, and a burning lamp that passed between those pieces.
c. God Confirmed His Covenant with Abram: 


15:18
In the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land…
2. The Ram of Substitution - The Ram was the Provided Substitute for the Son of Abraham.
Gen. 22:13f
Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: 

and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son. 

3. The Ram was used for various Sacrifices:

a. As a Burnt Offering – And he brought the ram for the burnt offering…
Lev. 8:18, etc.
b. As a Trespass Offering – he shall bring…a ram for a trespass offering. 

19:21, etc.
c. As a Peace Offering – Thou shalt speak, saying, Take ye…also…a ram for peace offerings. 
9:3, 4, etc.
4. The Ram of Consecration.

For the consecration of the high priest (and priests) to the Service of the Sanctuary, Moses… 
Lev. 8:22, 23
brought…the ram of consecration…and he slew it; and Moses took of the blood of it, and put it upon the tip of Aaron's right ear, and upon the thumb of his right hand, and upon the great toe of his right foot 
to Signify his Willingness to Obey God’s Word, to Do God’s Work and to Walk in His Ways.

D. The Lamb Pictured the Slain Sovereign Sitting on the Throne.

1. Jesus was the Slain Lamb on the Cross – the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. Jn. 1:29
2. Jesus was the Sovereign Lamb Crowned and Seated on the Throne.
Rev. 5:11-13

And I beheld…the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands; 

Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom…

And may we this day join them …saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto Him 
that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.
Worthy, worthy is the Lamb! (x 3) That was slain!



Praise Him, hallelujah! (x3) Praise the Lamb!
William P. Mackay
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.

R. 524

1. Every Chinese New Year (it falls on the 19th this year) the Chinese Community would pray to the god of prosperity to bless them with prosperity (which inevitably means wealth in almost all cases) and the business fraternity would pray to him for good profits in the coming year. Who is this god of prosperity? 
Wikipedia has a write-up of him, as follows:

Caishen or Cai Shen…is the Chinese god of prosperity worshipped in the Chinese indigenous religion and Taoism…Cai Shen's name is often invoked during the Chinese New Year celebrations. He is often depicted riding a black tiger and holding a golden rod. He may also be depicted with an iron tool capable of turning stone and iron into gold.

Several versions of Cai Shen's political affiliation and subsequent deification are circulated. 
It is unclear whether he is a genuine historical figure, though the vast majority of stories agree that Cai Shen lived during the early Qin Dynasty…
In Buddhism, though Cai Shen started as a Chinese folk hero, later deified and venerated by local followers and admirers, Taoism and Pure Land Buddhism also came to venerate him as a god. He has also entered Tibetan Buddhism in which he is worshipped as Jambhala.

The Christians also pray to their God of Prosperity. 
But He is Real – no Fictitious Figment of imagination!
He is the Possessor of all things in creation, thus…
Psa. 50:10-12 
For every beast of the forest is Mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills. 
I know all the fowls of the mountains: and the wild beasts of the field are Mine. 
…for the world is Mine, and the fulness thereof.  
He has Promised His People great prosperity if they fulfil His conditions, as follows:

· If they Walk with Him:
Genesis 24:40
The LORD, before whom I walk, will send His angel with thee, and prosper thy way… 
· If they Work for Him:
Genesis 39:3

The LORD was with him, and…the LORD made all that he did to prosper in his hand. 
· If they be found in His Ways: 
Genesis 39:23
…the LORD was with him, and that which he did, the LORD made it to prosper. 
· If they obey His Written Word Wherever they go:
Josh. 1:7, 8
Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, 
that thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest. 
This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: 
for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success. 
Are you prepared to fulfil the above conditions to be blessed by the God of Prosperity? 

To pray to, to worship and serve Him for you to be prosperous?
REFLECT.
2. What is Prosperity? – Jesus advised His people:
Mt. 6:19, 20
Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, 
and where thieves break through and steal:  But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:

And Peter said to the one lame from birth and begging for alms:
Acts 3:6  

Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee: 

In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk. 

Rhea F. Miller wrote the following lyrics in his classic hymn:

I’d rather have Jesus than silver or gold; I’d rather be His than have riches untold;

I’d rather have Jesus than houses or lands; I’d rather be led by His nail-pierced hand

Than to be the king of a vast domain Or be held in sin’s dread sway;


I’d rather have Jesus than anything This world affords today.   

What treasure or prosperity will you be seeking this year?
REFLECT.
Points To Ponder: 
There is a difference between Material Prosperity 



and Spiritual Prosperity! Choose ye this day which you want!

My wife and I take this occasion to wish all my Chinese Prayer Partners

A Blessed and Prosperous Chinese New Year.

For a Bible study of The Chinese New Year of the Sheep. Please visit: 
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